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MOUNA KARAKALLI

M.Fisc., CPA auditrice, CGA

Complable Professionnelle Agréee
& Fiscaliste

5007, Forest Montreal , QC H1G 3G9

514 825 3334 - 514 807 8092

Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les pc

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

T Margue déposée de
assupetiies 5 |'approbation

6@1.‘.

CUISINIE

11558 RuelEleury’k

a Banque de Mouvelle-Ecosse

rtac
/ T

* Toutes les demandes de prét hypothdcaire sont

e I

CHADI GANDOUR

Courtier immobilier résidentiel

Groupe Sutton Excellence
(514) 619 1575
(514) 727 7575

chadighandour@hotmail.com

514 619-1575

www.suttonquebec.com

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor

Scotiabanks HFS
8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

Deddi -
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514.384 1141
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A VENDRE

3270 Av. des Ambassadeurs, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Résidence Intergénération

NO. MLS: 13228290 Prix: 1 059 000%

4001 Elsa-triolet app 901, Chomedey
(Laval) Qc - Penthouse 9e étage

NO. MLS: 23218854 Prix: 735 000%

Chambres: 3+3 5. de bains:

3+3

1038-1040 Av. Desnoyers, Saint-Vincent-
de-paul (Laval) Qc - Duplex

MO. MLS: 21291340 Prix: 460 000%

Chambres: 2 S. de bains: 2

3040 Boul. Levesgue O. app 1608,

Chomedey (Laval) Gc - Condo 16e étage

NO. MLS5: 18246447

JAWAD TAHA

COURTIER IMMOEBILIER RESIDENTIEL

&y &Ml Ygwg Yol
dy yli=l| WL':-{:.‘LH FELN]

POUR VENDRE OU ACHETER

514-299-6017

jawadtaha@royallepage.ca

ROYALLEPAGE.CA

A {(TUCTULCT AR RRT R

1038: Chambres: 2 S. de bains: 1

1040: Chambres: 3 S. de bains: 1

Chambres: 2 S. de bains: 1+1

ROYAL LEPAGE

S (10T

Du QUARTIER
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STAR SAT

ARAB SAT-CANADA

Q

1B05 Sauveé oues
Montréal, Qc. H4N 3B8
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1 400 Boul. Hanrl Bourossa QOuest

Suite 414, Meniréal, GIC. H3M 3E2

M.5c., CPA, CGA

SCIC clilac aabusl
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* Enregistram ent des antreprisas
# Hanificaion ot préporation das impdts des portiodiers at enfreprisas
* Préparation des Etats Financiers st &mission des avis o lecteurs,

# Préporation plan d'affaires | Busirass plan)
* Service Commissoire 4 I'ossermentofion grotuit & nos clisnts.

Tél. (514) 3356 6001
Cell. (514) 582 9201
Email: info@sciccom.ca

N7\ UINA AKHDAR jtsd | il

NOTAIRE

Droit Immobilier, Procuration Succession,
Testament, Mandat et Mariage Civil

A jl8al) 3 glal) 4318 ©

Adalall g Aualdd) CIS gli 0

(e T 9 5eAma gl g & Yo
dad) o) gial) Ao day St A UL s

1150, rue de Louvain Ouest ,bureau 202 (coin Acadie,

en face du Marché Central) Montréal, Québec H4N 1G5

Tel: 514-940-1011 / Fax: 514-940-0162
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Contact me:
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CANADA SHOULD LIFT SANCTIONS ON IRAN NOW

Stefan Christoff*

Canada’s Liberal government
is still sustaining economic
sanctions on Iran despite the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As public health officials now
struggle with rising infection
rates in what appears to be a
second wave in Iran, Canada's
sanctions must come to an
end.

Economic sanctions are hin-
dering the ability of Iran’s
public health-care system to
deal with the pandemic and
have detrimentally impacted
public health for years in key
areas, including cancer care.
In regards to the current pan-
demic, the BBC reported on
June 25 that "new infections
have been averaging more
than 3,000,” a week, amount-
ing to "a 50 per cent increase”
from May statistics in the
country.

In Iran, the same public hos-
pitals and health-care work-
ers who have been dealing
with the impacts of economic
sanctions for years, are now
at the centre of the current
struggle to contain the pan-
demic, operating within a
health system reliant on allo-
cations from public budgetary
lines that are directly hit by
international sanctions.

The fact that public health-
care operations in Iran have
been central to the struggle
against COVID-19 is impor-
tant and must be taken into
consideration by the Liberal
government in Ottawa, as
political demands for sanction
relief emerge.

Western reporting fails to
address the complexity of
Iran’s public institutions

The complexities of this real-
ity in Iran has seen tens of
thousands of public health-
care workers at risk on the
medical front lines (with some
even dancing in hospitals
to boost morale). However,
many international media
reports, including a CBC arti-
cle in March that declared
"conspiracy theories and reli-
gious bickering slow COVID-
19 response,” instead adopt
a tone of mockery that works
to equate all elements of the
Iranian state, failing to explore
the diversity of political views
within Iran’s public infrastruc-
ture, including public health
institutions and Iranian politi-
cal Agures.

This limited framework of
western reporting on Iran
leaves out any in-depth focus
on the brave work of public
health-care workers and the
steadfast response of many
public health institutions in
Iran to the pandemic.

As is clear in Canada and cer-
tainly within the U.S., public
health officials and conser-
vative politicians are often at
odds and have been battling it
out throughout the pandemic
on the direction of public

policy, a reality made crys-
tal clear by news reports on
the daylight between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Dr.
Anthony Fauci of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases. Although both
figures exist within the same
broad apparatus of the U.S.
government, there is clearly
major disagreement on the
best public policy approach to
the pandemic.

By contrast, media coverage
on Iran mostly focuses on ele-
ments of the Iranian govern-
ment that stand in political
conflict with G7 power struc-
tures, not on exploring the
ways other elements of the
Iranian state, including public
health institutions and offi-
cials, have been responding to
the pandemic.

This article in no way aims
to celebrate the response of
Iran’s government and public
institutions to the pandemic.
Given this is written in Can-
ada, this article simply calls
on western media outlets to
look at all the facets of the
response by public institu-
tions in Iran to the pandemic,
and to not primarily focus
coverage of the political rhet-
oric of internationally known
Iranian politicians.

Danger of sanctions on Iran
during a pandemic

Currently the dangers pre-
sented by the pandemic per-
sist in Iran and on this point
the  sustained sanctions
by western governments,
including Canada’'s, must be
addressed critically.

Al Jazeera reported on June
29 that "Iran has reported
162 new deaths from the
novel coronavirus, the highest
single-day toll since the out-
break began in the country in
February.”

News from Iran over the past
month clearly indicates that
the pandemic isn't under con-
trol and that the first wave of
infections never really came
to a close. It is a sustained
battle against COVID-19 that
the public health-care system
in Iran is waging.

Iranian scholar Seyed Hossein
Mousavian writes, adress-
ing U.S. sanctions, that lifting
"the sanctions on Iran’s finan-
cial institutions [would] allow
the country to receive at least
a portion of its oil revenue.
This would allow the Iranian
government to swiftly buy the
medical equipment and drugs
it needs to treat coronavirus
patients.”

This analysis must also extend
to Ottawa, as Canada's sanc-
tions on Iran also help to sus-
tain the same frameworks
of fnancial exclusion for Ira-
nian exports, to oil markets
and otherwise, which in turn
hits Iran’s public health-care
budget.

Like the Trump administra-
tion, the Canadian Liberal
government sustains a com-

plex web of financial sanctions
on the lIranian government
and financial system that also
creates difficulties for Iranians
of the diaspora to send funds
to family members. This is
inhumane.

Canada’'s ongoing sanctions
on lran speak to a general
policy toward the Iranian
government that is based on
confrontation, not diplomacy.
The Liberal government cam-
paigned  vigorously  since
Trudeau's election win in 2015
for a seat on the UN Secu-
rity Council (which ultimately
failed), with the prime minis-
ter arguing for "multilateral-
ism” and diplomacy.

Despite this rhetoric, the Lib-
eral government has main-
tained the controversial move
by Canada’s previous Conser-
vative government in 2012
under Stephen Harper, to
not maintain diplomatic rela-
tions with the Iranian regime.
Frangois-Philippe Champagne,
minister of foreign affairs,
acknowledged this in February
at a speech for the Montreal
Council on Foreign Relations.
Canada’s sanctions on lIran
are an extension of this politi-
cal framework: an aggressive
policy that works to undercut
the economic well-being and
health of the Iranian people.
Also, a sanctions-driven pol-
icy approach directly under-
cuts any political space that
Canada could have for diplo-
matic negotiations with the
Iranian government.

On COVID-19, a second
wave of cases in Iran directly
impedes the global effort to
end this terrible pandemic.
International sanctions, sus-
tained by both the Canadian
and U.S. governments, hurt
the ability of Iran's national
health-care system to cope.
"This outbreak is testing us
in many ways. It is a test of
political solidarity, whether
the world can come together
to fight a common enemy
that does not respect borders
or ideologies. And it is a test
of scientific solidarity, will the
world come together to find
shared answers to shared
problems,” said Tedros Adha-
nom Gebreyesus, director
general of the World Health
Organization (WHO).

Taking this into account, Can-
ada shouldn’t be maintaining
sanctions that damage Iran's

Graphic by Iranian artist Shirin Barghi

ability to fnance its health-
care system to FAght the
pandemic.

Canada's sanctions do this
because they are an impor-
tant part of the international
financial apparatus of sanc-
tions that seriously restrict
the Ffnances of the Iranian
government, the same gov-
ernment which, agree or dis-
agree with Iran’s military poli-
cies, is the main funder of the
public healthcare system.
Campaigning against  the
sanctions, the Courage coali-
tion writes:

"Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and Deputy PM Christina
'Chrystia’ Freeland speak elo-
quently on listening to scien-
tific advice at this moment
and in fact science is clear, to
battle this global pandemic we
need international solidarity
and global medical coordina-
tion, not support for sectar-
ian sanctions shaped by the
Trump administration. Canada
must get off the vindictive
sanctions train."

EU officials create Ffnancial
space outside of U.S. sanc-
tions regime on Iran while
Canada is silent

In contrast to Canada and
the U.S. countries within
the EU have taken action to
relieve some sanctions within
the context of the global
pandemic.

The Telegraph in the UK
reports:

"Britain, France and Germany
have for the fArst time used
a complex financial system
that bypasses US sanctions
to send medical aid to Iran,
raising hopes of salvaging
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.
According to the German
foreign ministry, the medi-
cal supplies safely arrived in
Iran after a transaction using
the Instex system, which
was set up in response to
Donald Trump, the US presi-
dent, withdrawing from the
Iran nuclear deal in 2018 and
imposing severe sanctions on
the regime. Earlier this month,
Britain, Germany and France
had announced they would
offer a ESmillion (E4m) pack-
age to help Iran tackle the
coronavirus, as well as medi-
cal equipment for testing and
protective clothing.”

In 2016, Trudeau spoke at
the United Nations about
the interconnectedness of

global issues, saying that
"reengaging in global affairs
through institutions like the
United Nations,” is important
because, "it doesn’t serve
our interests or the worlds
to pretend that we are not
deeply affected by what hap-
pens beyond our borders.”

In the case of Canada’s sanc-
tions on Iran, they are a seri-
ous blow to the Ffnancial
capacity for the Iranian gov-
ernment to adequately fund
the public health-care sys-
tem struggling with the virus
and by extension the Iranian
diaspora to send the funds
needed for families facing the
CovID-18.

Sanctions are compound-
ing the danger and risk of the
pandemic in the country. One
study at Sharif University of
Technology in Tehran indi-
cates potentially devastating
impacts of the virus in Iran, as
reported by DW news.

A sustained pandemic in
Iran impacts the global fight
against COVID-19 and also
deeply touches the significant
Iranian  community  within
Canada. Canada and Iran are
deeply connected; in Canada's
2016 census 210405 Cana-
dians listed Iran as their coun-
try of origin.

Beyond the Liberals, the NDP
has also been silent in regards
to any critique of sustained
Canada sanctions on lran
during the pandemic. In the
U.S. progressive lawmakers,
including senators Elizabeth
Warren and Bernie Sanders,
as well as representatives
Ilhan Omar and Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez sent a public
letter to the Trump adminis-
tration on March 31 calling for
sanctions relief for Iran.

Now is the time for the Lib-
eral government in Ottawa
to end sanctions on Iran. The
sanctions amount to vindic-
tive economic measures that
directly hurt the fight against
the pandemic in Iran, leading
to a greater amount of suffer-
ing and death, while also detri-
mentally impacting the ongo-
ing global struggle against the
pandemic. (rabble.ca)

eStefan Christoff is a com-
munity organizer, musician
and media maker in Montreal.
You can find him on Twitter @
spirodon. He is a member of
the Courage Coalition.
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“COMMUNITY MPS” & THE STANCE ON
ANNEXATION

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

of the West Bank has been met

with wide-scale national and
international opposition. Many
civil organisations of Canada have
successfully urged tens of MPs to
sign a pledge “to consider all rea-
sonable diplomatic and economic
options to stop annexation and
prompt Israeli compliance with
international law.” Inexplicably,
many MPs supposed to be repre-
senting the Muslim-Arab commu-
nity have not been on the list of
the advocating MPs.
Earlier in 2020, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu declared
he would annex large swaths of
the West Bank — occupied since
1967 — to the Hebrew entity.
Armed by the US administration
and alarming Arab silence, Netan-
yahu had been planning to officially
announce this serious step at the
beginning of this month.
However, the annexation plan has
been forcibly postponed amid mas-
sive Palestinian rage and strong
official condemnation by the EU,
and the UK, whose Prime Minister
Boris Johnson wrote in the Israeli
newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth on
Wednesday that the annexation
would oppose Israel’s interests
in the long run. Though an ardent
pro-lIsraeli, Johnson said, “The
annexation would violate interna-
tional law.” Over a thousand MPs
from all over Europe have signed a
letter that strongly opposes join-
ing any parts of the occupied West
Bank to Israel.
In Canada, Prime Minister |Jus-
tin Trudeau highlighted his “deep
concerns and disagreement” with
Netanyahu's government's deci-
sion. Other Canadian officials have,
as well, pointed out there was “no
chance” Canada would concede
with the annexation. Moreover,
over 50 officials urged Trudeau
at last June’s beginning to “start
speaking out loud and clearly” on
this issue.
Launched by civil associations and
organisations like “Canadians for
Justice and Peace in the Middle
East, “Independent Jewish Voices
Canada”, the “United Church
of Canada”, and the “Canadian
Labour Congress”, a petition was
sent to parliament, asking of MPs
to pledge to push the Canadian
government to “show meaning-
ful opposition” to the annexation
planned recently by Israeli officials,
and “to consider all reasonable
diplomatic and economic options
to stop annexation and prompt
Israeli compliance with interna-
tional law.”
The advocates believe Cana-
da’s stance has been limited to
“words” of “non-recognition” (of
the annexation), and that could
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change nothing. Thus, they've
called on the Canadian govern-
ment to officially condemn the
Israeli plan. They have stressed
the need for “a strong and decisive
action which may actually deter
Israel from moving ahead with
its plans” The associations and
organisations also noted, “When
Russia annexed Crimea in 2014,
for example, Canada responded
with sanctions.” Their statement,
thus, called for “a consistent and
principled approach to interna-
tional law.”

Until the date of this publica-
tion, approximately 60 MPs have
signed the pledge: All Bloc Quebe-
cois caucus, 32 MPs, have shown
support to the campaign, along-
side over 20 NDP MPs, 3 Greens,
an independent MP and 4 Liberals.
Among the Conservatives, in con-
trast, were no signatories.
Notably, most MPs of Arab and
Muslim origins have not signed
the petition, raising the ques-
tion on their role when it comes
to matters like this, unanimously
opposed by the community and
believed to be a flagrant violation
with international law. Eventually,
the annexation plan contradicts
Canada’s current policy as regards
the Palestinian issue.

Among some non-signatory MPs
are ones with statements con-
demning the lIsraeli decision. In
the meantime, most of our MPs
have overlooked the incidents, as
if everything were nice and cool...
Yet when it comes to any celebra-
tion or event organised by other
groups or communities, they rush
to make stances and opinions.
Well, that surely sounds so good;
MPs representing various crowds
must do so, but what about our
community?
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So do those MPs even belong to
our community? Or have they
reneged on us after reaching
office? Are they afraid they might
be slammed by Pro-lIsrael lob-
bies? Why so when other MPs,
unelected and not impacted by our
community's votes, have taken a
public standpoint against Israel’'s
occupation and injustices?
Undoubtedly, our community
understands that some decisions
our MPs make are influenced by
certain circumstances, especially
when lead is to their parties. Nev-
ertheless, many stances have
been surfacing, signalling broken
promises and serious breaches.

It is not enough when our MPs help
solve a problem with someone’s
passport, or with the delayed
immigration papers of spouses or
relatives. There are much greater
issues that necessitate clear and
firm stances, as the Palestinian
cause does in time of besiege-
ment, annexation and settlement
construction. Otherwise, support-
ing those MPs and voting for them
in the coming elections must be
recalculated.

Is Ottawa going to Listen to
Its Citizens’ Voices?

A poll conducted by EKOS Research
Associates shows that 74% of Cana-
dians will support any acts by their
government to oppose Israel’s annex-
ation plan, which will see large parts
of the West Bank seized by Israel. The
survey also indicates that almost half
(42%) believe Canada must impose
economic sanctions on Israel...

The public standpoint on Palestin-
ian rights has also been reflected by
a petition raised by “Canadians for
Justice and Peace in the Middle East’,
alongside human-rights organisa-
tions, church congresses and labour
unions. Addressing the Ottawa par-
liament, the petition has demanded
that the MPs sign to oppose the an-
nexation plan...

Noticeably, 57 MPs signed it, repre-
senting four of the five major parties:
the Liberals, Greens, Bloc Québécois
and New Demaocratic Party. However,
the Conservatives chose not to sign...
Remarkable, as well, was the unani-
mous support that the Bloc Québé-
cois MPs showed to the petition in
time when Canada’s official stance
still lags behind stances by European
countries like Britain, Belgium and
Germany on annexation...

So is Mr. Trudeau going to respond to
the parliamentarian representatives
of Canadians and the majority of his
citizens? Ultimately, they are asking
of Canada to take a steadier stance
on the Palestinian- Israeli conflict —
a stance which goes better by UN
resolutions recommending a Pales-
tinian state. There are fears the rec-
ommendation might never come true
as Israel maintains its systemic set-
tlement construction, as well as its
expansion and annexation plans. With
that plan for the occupied Palestin-
ian lands, no signs are in the offing
for a “two-state solution; like Israel
alleges.

Have the Palestinians literally set
their eyes on mirage? Or does post-
poning the annexation reveal fear of
the consequences? Most European
states have showed opposition and
warned any such move might flare
up a new Palestinian intifada and
engagement with the region’s resis-
tance affiliates. That could bring a lot
of change to the region.
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