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Camp linguistique Virtuel

®

cours et activites

FRANCAIS OU ANGLAIS

Pourles9a12ansetles13a 17 ans

Cours de langues et activités ou cours de langues seulement
(conversation et grammaire)

du lundi au vendredi de 9h a 16h

5 juillet au 23 juillet 2021 (3 semaines)
26 juillet au 13 aout 2021 (3 semaines)

INSCRIVEZ-VOUS DES MAINTENANT!

Tests de niveaux gratuits en tout temps

Contactez-nous pour les détails.

514 789-8000 option 1

1440, rue Stanley, 5e étage Peel
www.ymcalangues.ca
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ALI SAYED MOUSTAFA SAYED

R.B.Q 579430290

eﬂul » >
PAULE ROBITAILLE
Deputes de Bourassa-5auve
A toute la communauté musulmane de Montréal
et particulierement a celle de mon comté, je vous
souhaite mes meilleurs voeux a l'occasion de I'Aid

El Fitr. Au plaisir de pouvoir celebrer avec vous en
personne I'année prochaine!
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CanadianMuslimForum
2 @CMNDMuslimForum

@CNDMuslimForum
expresses it's outmost
worrisome on the escalation of
violence in #Jerusalem
specially during the holy

month of #ramadan €. FMC-

CMF stresses for the respect
of international human rights
of civilians that are being
subject to excessive use of
force in the city
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EHAB LOTAYEF : | RESIGNED FROM THE MCGILL BOARD
AFTER BEING DENIED MY RIGHT TO TABLE A MOTION ON EQUITY

May 7, 2021

Three years ago | ran for a seat on
the Board of Governors because | be-
lieved that |, as a McGill staff mem-
ber for 19 years and as a community
activist, had something to offer and
a useful perspective that the Board
would beneft from, as it makes deci-
sions that affect everyone in the Mc-
Gill community.

Intention:

When | ran in 2018 | asked my fel-
low staff to elect me because, and |
quote:

We, staff, have a unique and deep
understanding of McGill and its cul-
ture. This, sometimes, is not fully
appreciated. We need a strong voice
that can tackle sensitive issues, with
diplomacy, tact and know-how®, on
the Board.

| am running because | want to tackle
many issues, including:

1) Decisive action on Sexual Harass-
ment, intimidation and discrimina-
tion

2) Racial and cultural awareness and
sensitivity

3) Development opportunities; and
fFamily andIJ community time allow-
ances for staff

4) Ethical research

| am also running because | believe
McGill's Board can benefit from cul-
tural diversity.

Resignation:

Unfortunately, before my three year
term on the board ended | was com-
pelled to resign my seat.

Mine was not the frst resignation by
an elected Governor from the Board
in protest during the past years. In
20189, both elected Academic Gover-
nors Derek Nystrom and Darin Bar-
ney resigned their seats in protest.
They explained their reasons in this
La Presse article: (https://plus.lapre-
sse.ca/screens/f8feab2e-9alf-47fb-
8105-bde59296b353__7C___0O.
heml).

During the time | spent on the Board
| worked tirelessly and seriously to
fulfll my responsibility as a Gover-
nor towards the University; but, | am
sad to say, the odds were constantly
stacked against me and | felt | was a
lone voice, especially after the resig-
nation of Derek and Darin.

Despite the difficulties | was plan-
ning to complete my term, but what
happened over the past month was

unaccet)table, both  procedurally
and collegially and left me with no
choice. | asked to table a motion to

the Board regarding an Equity state-
ment, endorsed by the vast major-
ity of the McGill Community, but the
Secretary General and the Chair of
the Board refused to table it, despite
my many attempts to accommodate
angz reservations they had (although |
did not agree with those). | explained
and clarified my position in a lengthy
exchange of emails, for over two
weeks. The Equity statement, the
list of endorsers and the motion text
appear below”, for your information.

This refusal to table a dulyfpresented
motion was a violation of both my
rights and resFonsibility as a Gover-
nor and | was left with no option but
to resign my seat, after exhausting
other options.

Achievements:
| do not regret the years | spend on

the board, despite the difficulties. |
have a few small things | am proud

of achieving while being on the board.

P Pushing for and setting a deadline
or the CAMSR report on Divest-
ment,

ii) Initiating the process to establish a
fairer election system for Governors,
i) Initiating the discussion and re-
form process about the excessive
Board and Committee work load of
Governors elected from the Admin-
istrative and Support Staff.

iv) | have also been a voice, many
times a unique one, on other issues
e.g. the lack of diversity in the nam-
ing of McGill assets,

v) Divestment and environmental
leadership,

vi) representation of Course Lectur-
ers and Instructors on McGill gov-
erning bodies,

vii) a suitable schedule to insure the
presence of Governors-at-Large in
the Student Forum, and

viii) bringing attention to difficulties
staff are facing with IT tools, etc.

Difficulties:

Working in a collegial and positive
manner was not made easy for me. |
soon discovered that the Board does
not give the same value to elected
Governors representing the McGill
community (especially the Staff and
Student reps) as it does other Gov-
ernors. | got the impression that
we are there to give an image that
McGill is governes in a participatory
way. Many times | was told that, as
a Governor, | have to think only of
the benefit of the University which
was very insulting. Presenting a dis-
senting point of view based on deep
knowledge of what is happening in the
McGill community, that Governors-
at-Large are mostly isolated from, is
not against the interests of the Uni-
versity. It actually is a much needed
input to insure that the Board does
not only get its information from the
University administration.

In addition to this | faced many ob-
stacles over my three years. When
discussing the budget, | asked as
a board member, to separate the
salaries of the upper administrators
from the salaries of the staff (which
all appeared in one line). This led to
months of email exchanges and at
the end | was not given the informa-
tion | asked for. Finally, many months
later, | had to resort to the Access to
Information Act to obtain that infor-
mation. It is troubling when a Gover-
nor of the University has to resort to
the Access to Information Act to ob-
tain documents from the institution
available to the public. This shows
the type of hurdles that were put in
my way, preventing me from fulflling
my responsibilities.

Another obstacle was assigning me
to committees where | have no ex-
perience, value to offer on, or even
interest; while denying me a seat on
committees where | had a lot to of-
fer. | had expressed, from day one,
my interest in CAMSR but was told
that there was no vacancy there.
When the staff member who sat on
CAMSR left the board, | expressed
my interest again. Still | was given
no logical reason why | was placed
on a committee | had no experience
in while the new staff member, who
was placed on CAMSR, was inter-
ested in it.

Last, but not least, when | resigned
giving my clear reasons, there was
no attempt by the Chair to look into
it, discuss the issue with me, or try
to resolve the situation, which could
have been easily resolved, in any way.

The Solution:
Despite all this, | say that the issue

here is not about what | faced. The
board structure and functionality
need Fxing. Currently the Gover-
nors elected, directly or indirectly, by
the McGill Community, have only 8
votes of the 25 votes on the board.
Still, their rights as Governors are
not respected if they do not show
conformity with the leadership, as
portrayed by the situation that led
me to resign. Either the McGill Com-
munity has an effective voice on the
Board, or it is more honorable not to
have elected members at all.

This said, neither am | giving up
working within the McGill Commu-
nity to make McGill a better place for
everyone, nor do | discourage others
from seeking a seat on the Board as
long as they are aware of what they
are getting into. The responsibility
falls on the leadership of the Board
and the University to, frst of all, ap-
ply the rules equally to all and fx the
system to make the McGill com-
munity representation on the board
meaningful.

Achieving this last point needs strik-
in$ a committee chosen by the Mc-
Gill population with a majority rep-
resentation from the community to
come up with a more effective and
inclusive model of governance.

Ehab Lotayef
IT & Tech. Services Manager, ECE
Governor 2018 - 2021

*Motion on Equity

Whereas: The university has made a
commitment to equity in many pre-
viously adopted policies and state-
ments.

Whereas: Many in the McGill com-
munity and outside are not aware of
such commitments.

Whereas: The university’s 200th an-
niversary is taking place at a time
when Equity is front and centre in
the public eye.

Whereas: the statement below was
proposed by the Senate Subcom-
mittee on Racialized and Ethnic Per-
sons and was endorsed by the listed
unions, associations and student
groups, representing the vast major-
ity of members of the McGill Com-
munity™; as well as by renowned phi-
losopher, professor emeritus, Charles
Taylor.

Be it resolved that the Board of Gov-
ernors approves the following :

We recommend that, on the occa-
sion of its 200th anniversary, the
university issue a statement/dec-
laration of commitment to equity,
based on the statement widely en-

dorsed by the McGill community,
after due consultation; and erect a
plaque carrying the said statement
at a prominent location on the Mc-
Gill grounds; e.g. at the entrance
of the university near the Roddick
Gates or close to the James McGill
statue.

McGill University’'s Commitment
to Equity

On the occasion of its 200th anni-
versary, McGill University is proud
to make the following declaration:

McGill University will uphold the
principles of equity and will foster
an inclusive environment where no
one is overlooked, burdened or suf-
fers in any way because of the (inz_
visibility of their ethnicity, colour o

skin, religion, native languages, age,
gender identity or expression, sex-
ual orientation, disabilities, class,
or citizenship status.

We acknowledge the mistakes of
the past and our historical rela-
tionship to colonization and en-
slavement, and commit to being a
place that celebrates and empow-
ers diversity in everyday life, activ-
ities and governance.

* proposed by the Senate Subcom-
mittee on Racialized and Ethnic Per-
sons and endorsed by:

Association of McGill University Re-
search Employees (AMURE-PSAC),
Sean Cory - President

McGill University Non-Academic
Certified Association (MUNACA),
Thomas Chalmers - President

McGill Course Lecturers and Instruc-
tors Union (MCLIU), Raad )assim -
President

Association of Graduate Students
Employed at McGill (AGSEM), Mario
Roy - President

Service Employees’ Union - Data-
center (SEU), Giovanni Mendicino -
President

Service Employees’ Union - Facili-
ties Management (SEU), Jose Rego
- President

Post-Graduate Students’ Society of
McGill University (PGSS), Babatunde
Alli - External Affairs Officer
Students’ Society of McGill Univer-
sity (SSMU), Jemark Earle - President
Muslim Students’ Association (MSA)
at McGill University, Mustafa Fakih -
President

Engineering Undergraduate Society
of McGill University (EUS) - Execu-
tive Committee

Muslim Law Students’ Association
(Law Faculty, McGill University)
McGill Black Law Students’ Associa-
tion

Macdonald Campus Students’ Soci-
ety (MCSS), Executive Council

Music Graduate Students’' Society
(MGSS), Executive Council

and also endorsed by Professor
Emeritus Charles Taylor
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“SHEIKH JARRAH” UNMENTIONED DURING

CANADIAN MUS

Hussein Hoballah

Holding a virtual iftar via Zoom on
Thursday, May 6th, the Federal Mus-
lim Caucus hosted Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau. During the iftar, the
Muslim community’s contributions to
Canada were attributed by different
health professionals, intellectuals and
other specialists, who spoke about
their work and made their wishes for
the Holy Month of Ramadhan. Muslim
MPs and federal ministers addressed
the same issues as well.

Most notable was Prime Minister
Trudeau's statement, in which he ad-
dressed Canada’s multiculturalism
and its Aght against Islamophobia,
which includes its recent declaration
on commemorating the martyrs of
Quebec’'s Grand Mosque every |anu-
ary 29th. Trudeau as well addressed
Muslims’ contributions to the FAght
against COVID-189 and their role in
Canada’s progress.

Trudeau’s words sounded of openness
and closeness to the Muslims com-
munity. Ever since holding the prime
ministry, even since representing Pap-
ineau in parliament earlier, he’s been
in continuous touch with the Muslim
community, meeting its delegates,
visiting its masjids, and taking note of
its concerns. Trudeau has maintained
connections with Canada’s various
ethnic and religious communities, al-
ways confirming that “we are strong
because of diversity,” like he said dur-
ing the recent virtual iftar.

Thus, we have to thank our prime min-
ister for his openness to our commu-
nity as well as to the others, and for
backing the Muslim communitﬁ at all
the hard times it's been going through
in Canada. And since he’s closely lis-
tening to our community’s apprehen-
sions, we have the right to express to
him the bitterness we feel because
he's completely overlooked the latest
incidents in occupied al-Quds/ Jerusa-
lem, not even mentioning that during
the iftar, which lasted for 1 hour 45
minutes. Israel's occupation forces
had just violated all international laws
and norms, assailing unarmed people
during their prayers at Masjid ul-Agsa,
and injuring over 200 civilians.

Mr Trudeau,
Muslims of the world, and Canadian
Muslims, of course, believe al-Quds
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is one of the holiest places ever. In
religious terms, it is the world’s frst
of two giblas and the third holiest
maosque. Politically, both the UN and
Canadian stances recognise that East
Jerusalem, where Masjid ul-Agsa and
the Dome of the Rock are, is occupied.
This brings to mind that the Liberal
government’s refusal of moving the
Canadian embassy to Jerusalem is ap-
plauded, for all measures that Israel
is taking there are illegal. Still, your
statements make no mention of that,
but are rather repetitive and uninter-
esting, showing stark bias in favour of
the occupation authaorities and over-
looking their many crimes that include
the recent ones in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood.

The Right Honourable Trudeau,

By the time these lines were written,
we hadn’t heard your comment on
what was going on in al-Quds. Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Marc Garneau’s
Friday statement, however, called for
“immediate de-escalation of tensions
and for all sides to avoid any unilateral
actions.” Why has Minister Garneau
spoken that way when the aggressor
could be clearly distinguished from
the oppressed?

Why isn’t Israel reprimanded whenev-
er it aggresses others? Why are Pal-
estinians equalised with the aggres-
sors? Absurdly, when any Palestinian
attacks any lIsraeli soldier in uniform,
reactions differ, and so many Cana-
dian officials rush to condemn “terror
against” Israeli soldiers!

The Right Honourable Trudeau,

What Israel is committing in the oc-
cupied Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood
is blatant terror and a flagrant crime
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against peaceful, unarmed civilians.
You are supposed to condemn that
straightforwardly. You have to ask
your “friend and ally,” as described by
gour minister of foreign affairs, to give
ack occupied Jerusalem to its rightful
owners. Notably, the NCCM has called
on the Canadian government “to de-
nounce in no uncertain terms Israel’s
deliberate attack on al-Agsa Mosque
and its ongoing campaign to expand
illegal settlements in, and evict and
dispossess Palestinians from, occu-
pied East |erusalem.”
That being said, I'd like to commend
NDP leader Jagmeet Singh’s forthright
words: “PM Trudeau must take a stand
and uphold International law.” Where-
as Singh’s opinion has been shared by
Jack Harris, the MP for Saint John's
East, the Liberal MPs’ positions were
ineffective, ironically treating the ag-
gressors and the oppressed alike .

The Right Honourable Prime Minister,
The incidents were unmentioned, too,
by Conservative leader Erin O’'Toole’s
social-media pages. The plight of Pal-
estinians perhaps means nothing to
him, especially when he’s in very good
terms with the Israeli occupation. But
we won't be talking about that. The
point is, our community feels aban-
doned by the Liberals. MPs have not
made a clear stance on an essential
cause as |erusalem’s; whereas they
should’'ve done so as some of them
supposedly represent our community.
The question is: Why are weak stanc-
es always made in terms of the Pal-
estinian cause? Is it because of fear of’
Canadian pro-lIsrael groups that tar-
get politicians, activists and defend-
ers of Jerusalem and threatens their
political future, jobs and livelihoods?
Why won't some of our community
representatives miss a chance to dis-
cuss the suffering of Armenians and
Rohingya (which must be remembered
and discussed) and other causes that
matter to the other communities, but
won'’t say a word when it comes to a
cause as big as the occupied Sheikh
Jarrah neighbourhood?

Mr Trudeau,

Eventually, it is diversity that makes
Canada strong, as you said, and that
diversity requires equality among the
social fabric; otherwise, the diversity
won’'t be effective, strong and last-
ing, and only bias will show against all
claims of valuing diversity. Just as the
other communities’ norms and sanc-
tities must be recognised, the Mus-
lim/ Arab community’s must be, too.
After all, Muslims and Arabs make a
large part of the Canadian social fab-
ric, and they have sanctities and just
causes that cannot be overlooked for
the sake of opponents.

Who's Protecting the Freedom
of Speech in Canada?

Every last Friday of the Holy
Month of Ramadhan, Islamic and
human rights associations and
organisations mark “al-Quds
International Day", consolidating
with the Palestinians suffering
under Israeli occupation, and re-
fusing the occupation of al-Quds
(Jerusalem) and Palestine.
As the pandemic has made it
difficult to organise public rallies,
organisers have reached out via
social-media platforms to pro-
Palestinian advocates of different
backgrounds and faiths. That has
angered Canada’s Zionist lobby,
which usually exercises intimi-
dation and media pressure on
opponents participating in events
like “al-Quds International Day,”
especially politicians.
This year, the lobby has been
able to force a federal MP and an
Albertan MLA to withdraw from
a pro-Palestine webinar held on
Saturday 8th of May. A state-
ment by Zionist “B’nai B'rith”
states the organisations’ calls
with both politicians have made
them withdraw from an “anti-
Semitic” event, adding that “no
official representative should take
part in such events or support
them..."
One of the withdrawing politi-
cians is Marwan Tabbara, the MP
for Toronto-neighbouring Kitch-
ener. Born in Beirut, the Liberal
was first elected in 2015 and
re-elected in 2019 and was a
member of the “Canada-Palestine
Parliamentary Friendship commit-
tee . But Since 2020, Tabbara has
served as an independent MP.
Contacted by the webinar or-
ganisers, officials at Tabbara’s
office confirmed he had pulled out
of the webinar. They, howeuver,
denied the allegations made by
the CEO of “B’nai B'rith” Michael
Mostyn, who mentioned that
Tabbara had not been in line with
the committee of organisers of
“al-Quds International Day” and
that Tabbara’s name had been
added to the participants’ with-
out his consent. Tabbara's office
said Mostyn's allegations were
fake news.
As for NDP’s MLA Rod Loyola, it
is yet unclear why he has with-
drawn from the virtual event. It is
thought, however, that Canada’s
“B’nai B'rith” and other Zionist
lobbyists have exercised pressure
this time, too...
This is not the first time such
things happen, and it won't be
the last as long as lobbyists and
intimidators are exploiting anti-
Semitism to prevent everyone
from criticising human-rights
violations in Palestine. A recent
report published on the 27th of
April by “Human Rights Watch”
states that those violations
mount to apartheid practices and
are considered crimes against
humanity...
So is the freedom of speech
in Canada always going to be
stepped on to please fervid pro-
Zionists who disregard the Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms and
who are even ready to intimidate
parliamentarians?

The Editors




3507 Boul. Concorde Est Laval

Q
{'e & 450.24 I .0470 suivez-nous
e @ | www.lecromagnon.ca 0




N°526 e Mardi le 11 Mai 2021 AN )
Olinay /Y+7) 5L B3N — 0 suall % UL‘“—Q! 24

O el O (Al LS
¢4l COVID-19 clalil

i) olalall) alasiuly W) ash daall 5 ) 5 iy
S g 3 633 sl 5 Alladll g D) iy e ey i

Lot Al Aol all ke 5 Agllall Lo ylay allall Jsm

Lyl Ao COVID-19 claldl o 1 jall G e
Canada.ca/vaccin-covid

1-833-784-4397

SN gl
laldl e
.COVID-19

[ L4
Bl Soyemsmen  Gosermen Canada



e N N°526 e Mardi le 11 Mai 2021
ub\l_c! % = RIP-VSWA R A AR WA

Montréal-Nord v A Y

Montréaltfs &%

\Votrelequipe AR Cls MemrEEHNERE
\vousisouhaitentialtousiun EidVAZEitr

ABDELHAQG CHRISTINE JEAN-MARC CHANTAL
SARI BLACK POIRIER ROSSI
Conseiller de la ville Mairesse Conseiller d’arrondissement Conseillere de la ville
Marie-Clarac d’'arrondissement Marie-Clarac Ovide-Clermont

Téléphone: 514-328-4000



N°526 e Mardi le 11 Mai 2021 AN e
Olnay /YYV 5LV B = 0YT sl Liéw L.JLJ\.LQ!

LA
JDSEP HlN EON
VOTREIPARTENAIREJPOUR “

» Service d'Enseigne

» Impression grand format

» Lettrage sur vinyle/3D

» Gravure sur bois
aluminium et plexiglass

» Centre du document

» Photocopie

| Jﬁ h
Tél.:(514) 721-7000 el

Fax:(514) 721-1553 Joeneons
3960 Jean-Talon Est Montreal QC H2A 1Y8



. AN N°526 e Mardi le 11 Mai 2021
. &
27 aliVel S RNIe R s Mardl e 1 e 2022

F ol a g g Y

«” £ £ "
sllaay) ¢ Jal) sladlal aeiul
zenal «Canall 138 fas 3l elaand) Hlall U QUi se (e _silaall o jadall &s ) Juady
e g gl e Jeul s BaaY) 5 JaY) s Laydasl)

Ls.l;)vﬂ)\:ﬁ;\m@fu\#uajé‘\:\ﬁhayb):\b;ﬁmL_An:\jm\;j\l_\.\u.luclﬁu\
L JalSy 5 danise oo yiall ) Jo] L) 5 58 siall SO antll il

Jasy Lﬁﬂ‘ g cacliall ‘; X1 1l Air Canada CleanCare+ GA\_UJ 5o i b < yad 1))
Leiled ) Ll e GBI (e A8 5 Al il

@Ma )l J€ 5 Juail sl aircanada.com e (V) dlasia jas o8

@) AIR CANADA

FLEXIBLE
J BOOKING OPTIONS

@) AIR CANADA

<4
v >
in North America A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER v 7

ASa¥1 5 Ja g a0 JalS 48 j2al www.aircanada.com b 3 Juaii 2022 (S 3152020 (e T O sl Als 1 2021 ¢S 31 a Caad 383 5 sall gl 52aal < small gsand Ulons 5as) 55 g0 Gy Sl &5 pall sl s e *




