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Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le prét hypothécaire
qui vous convient’.

Contactez-moi des aujourd’hui.

MO pargue deposée de La Bangue de Nouvelle-Ecosse. * Toutes les demandes de prét hypothécalre sont

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS
8760 Boul. Langelier

Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6
514-663-2353
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® Préparation et Renouvellement des Médicaments.
e Cosmétique ® Laboratoire Photos.

4102 Jean Talon Est ® Coin Pie 9
Tel. 514.725.8989 ¢« Fax. 514.725.7474

VOYAGES

M WN

" TRA, VEL, -

EXCELLENT SERVICE POUR VOYAGER
PARTOUT DANS LE MONDE
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SKYLAWN TRAVEL
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ROULA KADI
514.388.1588 ext 246 e roula@skylawn.net
Cell: 514.655.5678

HEBA BOMBACHI
514.388.1588 ext 234 ¢ hebaskylawn@gmail.com
Cell: 514.660.8339

433 Chabanel Ouest, Suite 111, Montreal, Qc, H2N 2J3
514.388.1588 * www.skylawn.net
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Société de Comptable Professionnel Agréé, CPA

Oussama Abdallah,
M.Sc., CPA, CGA

SCIC allfsse aall

Q

Services Comptables
Impéts et Consultations
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* Enregistrement des entreprises

* Planification et préparation des |mpots des particuliers et entreprises
* Préparation des Ftats Financiers et émission des avis aux lecteurs.

* Préparation plan d'affaires ( Business plan)

* Service Commissaire a |'assermentation gratuit @ nos clients.

1600 Boul. Henri Bourassa QOuest

Suite 416, Montréal, QC. H3M 3E2

Doctorant en Admlnlstrunon comptabilité

Cell. (514) 582 9291

‘ Tél. (514) 336 6001
Email: info@sciccom.ca
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NOTAIRE

\ /1\ 4

Droit Immobilier, Procuration Succession,
Testament, Mandat et Mariage Civil
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1150, rue de Louvain Ouest .burean 202 (coin Acadie,

en face du Marché Central) Montréal, Québec H4N 1G5

Tél: 514-940-1011 /

Fax: 514-940-0162
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Spomsor Meedy/Orphan Palestinian Child
Ihromgh: Uhe Child Sponsorship Frogram
Part of the CPFQ a Canadian Registered Charity

for further information please call the following:

Mohd. Abu Assi (514) 824-7009 - Nora Taji: (514) 378-9775
CPFQ: (514) 956-1685
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ME ZEIN MAZLOUM

Avocat * Lawyer

® Droit de la famille

* Droit de I'immigration
¢ Droit criminel ® Droit civil

iyl ayllally Ngasg Val

1695, Boul., Laval Suite
104 Laval Qc, H7S2M?2

T. 514.827.1411 * F: 450.490.3449
zmazloum@cjuridique.com
www.cjuridique.com

Tél. 514.550.6000
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We've got the right mortgage for you

v

Contact me:

Marc Abinader

Manager,

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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environment
friendly

cocohamada is pure coconut shell
charcoal briquettes.

using charcoal cocohamada.the
meat will be grilled into
mature faster, evenly cooked.
not shrinking. and more savory.

cocochamada contains less ash

because ash cocochamada more

solid and heavy so it does not
contaminate grilled food

cocohamada very safe to use

HAMADA

aal gt ——

COCOHAMADA

COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL
BRIQUETTES

I00% coconut shell

dd> (ne jge gllae
Sole> S5 exal
AE 98 (& e (p2xd
S yal 9 1S ¢ sl puan
oIl SlaSU nls lawl
Jas! ol L o

info @cocohamada.com

because it contains no chemicals.

+15142128568

cocohamada also be used P e e
for shisha / hookah >

because it is made from
100% coconut shell

PRODUCT OF INDONESIA

)
? 96 Pieces

WE DELIVER ALL AROUND THE WORLD

PREMIOM. |

SINCE 1999

Amira

Meshwi

Sabra Alagsa

Khhinoor Rabaa Barakat

Anaa Mona fine food

Jouneh Basha Nahas West Mounten

Kanater Ranoosh Laziz
Almadina Zamzam
MNooroz Damas
Aladdin's food

Almarwa
Alqudes food

New Mid-East
Mid-East
Unkle Ali's

Byblos ARZ fine food
Noix Oriental Amir

ZET ]l Ghader
Rayan MEA,

Tabagie

CANADA . EUROPE . MIDDLEAST
TURKEY
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LES IMMEUBLES Talal Taha

COURTIER IMMOBILIER AGREE
Chartered Real Estate Agent

COURTIER IMMOBILIER AGREE taha_talal@hotmail.com

AL oy B o Jpandly culia) J3all daY aSelud
Bur.:(514)333-0490 S
E“*"ﬂﬁ i

Cell: (514)824-7670
625, Boul. Cote-Vertu, St-Laurent, Qc. H4L-1Y1

Résidentiel
Commercial
Investment
Industrial

Fax:(514)956-9708

RENOVATION
CONSTRUCTION
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GRATUIT
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CenTury 21 IMMO-PLUS
www.canhury2limmochs. com

MOHAMAD KOJOK
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comptabilite —

* Certifications financiers CPA

ULARCet RQ

ala Jarry Est. Montréeal (QC) HZP 1W7
Teléephone.  514-274-1819
Fax: 514-274-9238

Courriel ;. info@expertaxes.ca

+ Services professionnels et confidentiels

+« Représentant professionnel autorisé par

+ Services gouvernementaux en ligne
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SARA JAFFAL

Courtier immobilier

C. 914.581.5116
B. 514.333.3000

sara.jaffal@remax-quebec.com

RE/MAX 3000 Inc.
9280 boul. L'Acadie
Ahuntsic-Cartierville
(Montréal), Qc, H4N 3C5




News [/ Opinion

N N\
iR\
/\/ﬁ"p
~

N°499 e Mardi le 25 Féurier 2020

Ve8 ) %)/Y’Y' Ja\..gﬁ.n Yo ;\3)&”—2% ddall

JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR APPEALS TO MCGILL UNIVERSITY
‘DEFEND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION ON PALESTINEY

By John Riddell

uzanne Weiss, Toronto-

based Palestine soli-

darity activist, joined
with 30 students Februar
17 in calling on the McGin
University administration
to protect freedom of ex-
pression on Palestine at the
prominent Montreal aca-
demic institution.
Suzanne and the students
crowded into the university
Administration Building and
chanted for Palestinian free-
dom while waiting to deliver
Suzanne's letter to univer-
sity administrator Patrice
Labeau.
Palestinians and their sup-
Eorters at McGill are falsely
randed as anti-Semitic,
Suzanne said. “The Palestin-
ians, who have suffered so
much from Israeli rule, now
face an implacable attempt
to silence them entirely,” she
added.
Suzanne and her supporters
held an outdoor rally around
a banner calling: “Stand
Against Oppression; Stand
for Justice Palestine.”
Suzanne, an internationally
known advocate of freedom
for Palestine, has just pub-
lished her life-story, “Ho-
locaust to Resistance: My

Journey,” available for $22
from Fernwood Publishers.
The following day, Suzanne
spoke a public meeting held
at Concordia University. The
audience of 50 students and
friends listened attentively
to her account of how she
was saved, as an infant, from
the murderous Nazi Holo-
caust in France by the brave
actions of a large number of
individuals, including Muslim
immigrants and refugees.
The Nazis killed millions of
Jewish people of Europe
along with tens of millions of
others whom they regarded
as “non-white” and “sub-
human.” In France, Suzanne
said, “thanks to popular re-
sistance, three-quarters of
the Jews survived.

After the meeting, in discus-
sion, Suzanne said more of
Muslims’ role in saving the
Jewish people from Hitler.
“Muslims acted both as indi-
viduals and through institu-
tions,” Suzanne said. “In the
rural district where | was hid-
den, a village woman told me
how, as a young girl, she had
seen armed anti-Nazi Muslim
resistance FAghters stand-
ing guard, defending them
against the Nazi soldiers.”
Meanwhile, in Paris, she
added, “the Great Mosque

of Paris gave refuge to Jews,
assisting them in leaving the
Nazi-occupied city and And-
ing safety in the countryside.”
As a youth, Suzanne ex-
plained, she was sympathet-
ic to the Israeli state. “Then,
at age 18, | learned that the
indigenous population of Pal-
estine had in fact been forc-
ibly driven off their lands.
That was colonialism! Today,
we call it ethnic cleansing. |
became an advocate for jus-
tice in Israel/Palestine based
on equal rights of its two
peoples.”

Hatred of Jews is a form
of racism, Suzanne added,
deeply rooted in European
society and closely linked to
white supremacy. “We need
unity of all who reject racism
in all its forms.”

A month ago, the City of
Montreal was asked to offi-
cially redefine anti-Semitism
to encompass criticism of
Israel. “The City Council said
‘no,” Suzanne declared. “Well
done!”

Suzanne called for support of
the boycott, divestment, and
sanctions (BDS) campaign
against the apartheid sys-
tem in Israel/Palestine. Spe-
cifically:

** End the Israeli occupation

of Palestinian land and mass

PALESTINIAN ARTISTS TO CELINE DION:
CANCEL APARTHEID TEL AVIV CONCERT

ifty Palestinian artists
Fur e Canadian singer.

Celine Dion to cancel
her August 2020 concerts
in apartheid Tel Aviv in a let-
ter signed by the artists last
week. Here is why ...

We Palestinian singers,
songwriters, musicians, ac-
tors and other artists read
with concern that Céline
Dion has scheduled two
performances at Yarkon
Park, Tel Aviv.

The Ffar-right Israeli regime
exploits all performances
by international artists to
whitewash, or art-wash,
its systematic violation of
Palestinian human rights. In
this context, all artists have
an ethical obligation to do
no harm to our struggle for
justice.

Yarkon Park itself is built on
the ruins of the ethnically-
cleansed Palestinian village
of Jarisha, whose indigenous
inhabitants were forcibly
expelled in 1948 and never
allowed to exercise their
UN-stipulated right of re-
turn by lIsrael's apartheid
laws.

Jarisha is only one of more
than 500 Palestinian locali-
ties destroyed in the 1948
Nakba, when more than
700,000 Palestinians were
systematically exiled and
prevented from returning
to their homes and lands,
so that Israel’'s foundational
-- deeply racist -- colonial
myth of “a land without a
people” could flourish.

Two million Palestinians are
trapped under Israeli siege
and occupation in the Gaza
Strip, just a short drive from
the Tel Aviv park where Dion

has announced two perfor-
mances. Most here are ref-
ugees from previous rounds
of Israeli aggression, and
most are children.

UN investigators say that
Israel’'s atrocities in Gaza,
that include the intentional,
fatal killings by live sniper
fire of medics, children, jour-
nalists and disabled people,
“may constitute war crimes
or crimes against humanity”.
Yet no-one has been held to
account.

Dion named one of her
sons Nelson, after Mandela,
who so famously declared,
“our freedom is incomplete
without the freedom of the
Palestinian people”. Mandela
also often said that “Pales-
tine is the greatest moral
issue of our time”.

At this time, when fewerand
fewer major artists agree
to perform in apartheid Tel
Aviv, we urge Céline Dion to

consider Mandela’'s words,
and her own place in the
history books.

Some of the artists who
signed the letter were:

- Fathi Abd El Rahman,
theatre director

The Popular Theatre CEO
- Tamer AbuGhazaleh,
musician, singer

- Huda Asfor, singer,
musician & composer
-George Matar,
production manager, dancer
- Leila Sansour, Almmaker
- Nadem Khoury, musician
- Reem Malki, singer

- Ahmed Masoud,
playwright, author

- Khalid Massou,

actor, theatre director

- Sanaa Moussa, singer
-lyad Staiti, musician,

Al Kamandjati CEO

- Yanal Staiti, musician

- Reem Talhami, singer

- —

Suzanne Weiss at McGill Administration Building

imprisonment in Gaza.

** Grant equal status to all
in Israel.

** Permit the return of all
exiled Palestinians refugees.

For information on Suzanne
Weiss's book, go to Fern-
wood Publishing, “Holocaust
to Resistance’”

JEWISH ACTIVIST
UPHOLDS RIGHTS OF
PALESTINIAN STUDENTS*

Dear Mr. Labeau,

ike many Canadians, |

have heard media re-

ports of alleged anti-
Semitism  within  McGill
University. | am a Jewish Ho-
locaust survivor and | have
engaged throughout my life
in combating hatred of Jew-
ish people. For me, such re-
ports are very alarming.
| have reviewed relevant
reports on controversies
at McGill this school year,
including your letter of De-
cember 2, 2019 to the
McGill community. | FAnd
no evidence of anti-Sem-
itism here. What | see is a
passionate debate on the
politics of lIsrael/Palestine.
Unfounded charges of anti-
Semitism are being made
against those making strong
criticisms of the Israeli gov-
ernment.
These irresponsible charges
serve to put Jewish people
at risk by weakening our
ability to focus on genuine
acts of anti-Semitism, that

is, “hatred of Jews because
they are Jews.”

As for the Palestinians, their
every attempt to wvoice
grievances is now branded
as anti-Semitic. The Pales-
tinians, who have suffered
so much from Israeli rule,
now face an implacable at-
tempt to silence them en-
tirely.

What we need at McGill and
elsewhere is a irm defense
of the right of political ad-
vocacy, even if directed
against Israel’s policies. This
is a precondition for effec-
tive resistance to genuine
anti-Semitism.

Respectfully,

Suzanne Weiss

Holocaust survivor and Pal-
estinian solidarity activist:
suzanneweiss63@yahoo.
com

*Suzanne’s letter to
Fabrice Labeau,

Deputy Provost
(Student Life and Learn-
ing), McGill University
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HANDSHAKE BRINGS ABOUT
“DISGUSTING” STANCES

Hussein Hoballah

been blasted for shaking hands

with and showing a big smile to
lranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad-Zarif during the Munich Security
Conference, which was held Friday,
the 14th of February.
IRNA Eublished a photo, reﬂorting that
talks had been held by both politicians
on bilateral relations and common is-
sues of interest. Other Iranian me-
dia also posted photos, pointing out
that the mutual relations were good
and had not been undermined by the
downing of Ukraine International Air-
lines Flight 752 and the death of 57
Canadians on board. The plane, the
176 passengers of which have died, is
said to have been downed by IRGC by
mistake.
Tory leader Andrew Scheer described
the handshake as “disgusting. Justin
Trudeau happily bows and has an al-
most never ending handshake with a
man part of the regime responsible for
murdering 57 Canadians. This is not
what Canadians expect from a Prime
Minister” As for Tory MP Peter Kent,
he believed that Trudeau had shaken
hands with the representative of the
“terrorist” ranian regime.
Canadian pro-Israelis have also been
alarmed by the ministers’ handshake.
B'nai B'rith, an advocate of lIsrael’s
interests in Canada, last Friday Fled
a lawsuit against the federal govern-
ment. The latter had not responded to
a request to label the entire IRGC as a
terrorist organisation, as read a state-
ment complemented by the hand-
shake photo on B'nai B'rith’'s website
the same day.
Such reactions do not seem unpre-
dictable, for such groups have long
been working on the Israeli agenda,
and they're always expected to be as
such. We've seen, in recent years, the
double standards applied by the or-
ganisation and the Conservative Party
that's been horrified by the falling of
a plane whose Canadian-Iranian dual
victims have been mourned much
deeperin Iran than anywhere else.
Notably, the plane incident circum-
stances are still being looked into, and
many questions, therefore, are being
asked. If proved, a human mistake is
a strong possibility, which could only
be exploited by groups holding enmity
and hatred for the Iranian state even
when no proof would point out it has
been a criminal act.
In contrast, many remained silent
when the Americans downed lIran Air

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has

Flight 855 that had taken off from

Bandar Abbas International Airport
and was heading to Dubai Internation-
al AircFort on the 3rd of July, 1988. On
board of the Airbus A300 plane were
593 civilian passengers, all of whom
ied.
Though Andrew Scheer has shown his
“affectionate tears” for the Canadian-
Iranian duals, we still remember well his
party’s stance when 7 Canadians-Leb-
anese duals were cold-bloodedly killed
as an Israeli aggression struck Lebanon
in 2006. Back then, the killing of al-
Akhrases was not even described by the
Tory leader, nor by former Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper, as “disgusting”.
Harper did not even bother to show
condolences for the victims, nor did he
condemn the killing of Canadian offi-
cer Major Paeta Hess-von Kruedener,
a UN observer killed in 20086, too. Nor
did the supporters of Israel say a sin-
gle word to condemn the crime; they
even supported Israel's aggression
back then, which saw hundreds of ci-
vilians killed and the infrastructure of
many Lebanese cities destroyed.
Yet an odd stance was made last week
by a Muslim Canadian parliamentar-
ian in response to a question asked
by one of many activists attending an
arranged summit. The MP was asked
to show opinion on the Trudeau-Zarif
handshake. Eventually he said, “Since
2015, it has been noiselessly planned
to conduct rapprochements by Cana-
dian and Iranian officials.”
That is something that might not be
a secret for some groups, and there is
no need to discuss the details of the
debate that Canadian and Iranian of-
fcials had back then. The federal MP
went on, “But that does not mean, at
all, that we overlook the human-rights
violations that Iran is committing!” The
respectable MP’s excitement shows a
viewpoint of the Liberal Party, which
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“His Honour” is sincerely reflecting,
even holding as conviction.

Here we have to ask our dear MP, of
whom we've had great expectations,
about the human rights that Israel
respects, including the forced admin-
istrative detention of children and
grown-ups in Palestine and besieging
Gaza and starving its people.

And what about the almost daily vi-
olations of the Lebanese airspace?
Doesn’t that deserve such condemna-
tion, or are these stances a message
to those expecting such stances? And
when an MP has avoided putting on
the Palestinian flag during a ceremony
held by the Palestinian community,
does that mean this is what has to
be done to access the parliamentary
heaven and cling on to it?

And what about the human rights
in Yemen, where civilians are get-
ting killed by Canadian arms used by
Saudi forces? Doesn't that deserve a
stance by the parliamentarians who've
claimed they represent the Muslim
community?

The federal MP has, however, called
for forming a lobby and sending mes-
sages to Trudeau to demand that the
government reconnect with Iran and
support Trudeau’s stance, which is a
very important step in time when the
prime minister is being campaigned
against and might be undermined if
not supported well by Canadians.

A huge controversy is now being
raised within the community as to the
role of Arab and Muslim MPs. A real-
istic debate on this must take place,
as well as on what they are expected
to do. We might need to write about
this later, but for now, the MPs repre-
senting the community are hoped to
voice out the community’s concerns,
just like other MPs of different com-
munities who audaciously defend Is-
rael even more than Netanyahu does!
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Will Céline Dion
Boycott Tel Aviv
concerts?

CJPME have launched an
online petition, calling on
world singer Céline Dion
to cancel two concerts,
which she plans to per-
form in Tel Aviv on Au-
gust 4th and 5th.
Former Québec Solid-
aire MP Amir Khadir has
signed the petition and
shared it on Facebook.
The MP, who served in
parliament (2008-2018)
osted, “Dear Celine, it
as been announced you
are going to perform in
Israel, which, for decades,
has committed serious
violations to Palestinian
human rights. | join my
voice with other Quebec-
ers, with love and peace,
to invite you not to sing
in Israel.”
Khadir also reminded
Dion that “Roger Waters
did not go out of respect
for justice, peace and to
protest against the illegal
appropriation of Pales-
tinian land for the last 70
years.”
As for the petition, it
reads: “Since 2005, Pal-
estinian civil society has
asked for the world to
boycott Israel until it re-
spects the human rights
of Palestinians. Dozens
of famous performers
have already refused to
perform in Israel.”
In contrast, David Ouel-
lette, head of research
and public affairs at CIJA
believed that Dion was
free to make decisions
and do what she thought
was right. Ouellette add-
ed the singer had fans
in Israel and that it was
clear she was planning to
sing there, which sound-
ed great. Describing the
BDS movement as ‘“ille-
gitimate”, he claimed the
singer was being “manip-
ulated”
In turn, we, Sada al-
Mashrek’s staff, call on
the dear readers and the
entire community to sup-
port this important peti-
tion and sign it, for doing
that shall bring forward
our fellow Canadians’
attention, specifically in
Quebec, where intellects
and labour unions have
always supported the
Palestinian cause.
Now is the chance to
enliven this spirit of soli-
darity instead of drown-
ing the French province in
xenophobia, which might
eventually turn Quebec
into an island isolated
from international is-
sues, including the Pales-
tinian cause and the Pal-
estinians’ wasted rights.

The editors
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