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MOUNA KARAKALLI

M.Fisc., CPA auditrice, CGA

Comptable Professionnelle Agréee
& Fiscaliste

5007, Forest Montreal

514 825 3334 - 514 807 8092

, QC H1G 3G9

CHADI GANDOUR

Courtier immobilier résidentiel
Groupe Sutton Excellence
(514) 619 1575

(514) 727 7575

chadighandour@hotmail.com

514 619-1575

www.suttonquebec.com

Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

o hangue déposée de La Bangue de Nouvelle-Ecosse

assujetlies 5 I'approbation
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2150 LU'acadie. sulle 203
Moniréal. Oc. HAN 272

514.381.1999
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* Toutes les demandes

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

& Banque Scotia”

~
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We've got the right mortgage for you
v

Moabile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508
E. MARC. ABINADER@td.com
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COCOHAMADA

environment

0
friendly I00% coconut shell

_..._I_.-"‘-' '-_F]"'._L- -Cl._n'.‘l \_1\1_1.1_._»3

cocohamada is pure coconut shell
charcoal briquettes.

a5 La .S =1
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL B3Lam a8 o5 i

BRIQUETTES

using charcoal cocohamada.the
meat will be grilled into
mature faster, evenly cooked.
not shrinking. and more savory.

(AL 30 pf ey Syl
I.S_n_.a a| ._JS LLILA_;:._:- 3

clally el aSB sl e

| -\,| ‘:.l 1 . .||

cocohamada contains less ash

because ash cocochamada more

solid and heavy so it does not
contaminate grilled food

cocochamada very safe to use

info @cocohamada.com
because it contains no chemicals.

+15142128568

cocohamada also be used
for shisha / hookah

because it is made from
100% coconut shell

PRODUCT OF INDONESIA A
| 96 Pieces

WE DELIVER ALL AROUND THE WORLD  meshwi

Amira Almarwa New Mid-East

Byblos
Noix Oriental

CANADA . EUROPE . MIDDLEAST ~ 329hd!

ARZ fine food
Amir
Ghader

Sabra
Khhinocor
Anaa
Jouneh
Kanater
Bakar

Alqudes food
Alagsa

FELEE]

Meona fine food
Basha Nahas
Ranoosh
Almadina

Mid-east
Unkle Ali's
Barakat

West Mounten
Laziz
Zamzam

Rayan MEA
Tabagie MNader

Habibiz Damas

TURKEY

smma His1cﬁ
514 316 2525 s

B ____ _"'h:t.,..

Mﬂ, QC H3H2L9
S99

'Mtl, QCH3H 2N4
SUBLm
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Opinion 2()

THERE'S NO ROOM FOR HATE AMONG US

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

Mayor of Windsor(left) and some of the Muslim community leaders in the city

s numerous city and district
Acouncils in Ontario decided to

allow the broadcasting of the
call to prayers (athan) 5 minutes
ahead of breaking fast, reactions were
made by Arab groups in Windsor and
Mississauga, triggering an unwanted
intrigue.
In Mississauga, petitioners readied an
open letter, along with three petitions
to the city council, claiming “human
rights violation” The letter read,
“Those who would like to celebrate
religious holidays should be allowed to
do so without infringing on the rights
of others.” How on earth are rights
being “infringed”?!

John Girgis, a prominent pharmacist
of Mississauga’s Coptic community
and organiser of two petitions, said,
“| believe that every religion, ethnicity,
and people need to be treated equally,
and that there should be no prefer-
ential treatment. I'm totally against
the hateful comments that appeared
under my petitions..”

Change.org  administrators later
removed the petitions for “violating
hate speech community guidelines’,
even though not prior to one of them
getting 20,000 signatures. “In a way
I'm glad they got taken down,” said
Girgis, adding he hadn’t written the
open letter attached to the petitions
and was unaware of who had drafted
another petition on CitizenGo.org,
which was signed by over 11,000.
Hani Tawfilis, another high-ranking
member of Mississauga's Coptic
community and a former candidate
with the Conservatives, posted an
open Facebook letter, claiming the
call to prayers would remind veterans
“who fought in Islamic countries as
Afghanistan or Irag, who are trauma-
tised and suffering from PTSD of their
violent experiences.”

“Everything | have to say is in the let-
ter. I'm not trying to go against any
people or community,” added he. “But
there’s a noise bylaw that was made
for everyone and the city did not fol-

low the right procedure to give an
exemption to mosques.”

Defending the decision to broad-
cast the call to prayers, Mississauga
Mayor Bonnie Crombie stated, “The
idea is to foster a sense of commu-
nity for Muslims who are barred from
going to mosques during (the month
of) Ramadhan due to the COVID-19
lockdown.”

VICE reported another statement
by Crombie: “Since we passed this
motion, | have unfortunately received
many disturbing emails, calls, and
posts on social media in opposition to
our decision. While people are entitled
to their own opinion, there is zero
place for hate or intolerance in our
city.” Obviously, the statement made
no more room for further calls to end
the athan in the city where 12% are
Muslims.

Things did not turn out to be much
betterin Windsor, where another peti-
tion was readied. Though unsuccess-
ful, the petition scarred the relations
between community components. A
meeting via Zoom was held by Mayor
Drew Dilkens and representatives of
the Chaldean community, proceeded
by a leaked recording of Minister Mr
George Morkos's speech, in which he
had addressed the Windsor Club and
the London Club.

“... The Holy Spirit was with us... We
discussed your concerns without
hurting anyone,” said the record-
ing, “He (the mayor) explained why
the decision (broadcasting athan
from Windsor's mosques during the
month of Ramadhan) had been made,
and we expressed our future fears.
He promised he would make no way
for further discussions on this mat-
ter; that's a promise, and the call to
prayers wouldn’t be raised again, be
it on Fridays or any other occasions...
We told him that sounded good to us.”
Morkos's stance stirred rebuke; calls
were made to boycott the Chaldean-
related city stores. Mr Morkos was
thence pushed to make a statement,
saying he was shocked at “the reac-

tions, attacks and provocations by
some individuals and groups, and at
the discord and rift brought to siblings
just because of a recording leaked by a
treasonous troll, and misinterpreted.”
He further said, “Very unfortu-
nately, some ill-seekers, for personal
reasons, wish to bring chaos and
destruction to this city's children.
Let's act thoughtfully and build our
city together, making use of our citi-
zenry and the common principles of
both creeds. You will find us coopera-
tive siblings, ready to help.”

Meeting the Muslim community,
Winsdor mayor Drew Dilkens said as
regards the call to prayers, “This is a
decision | am proud of having made. |
hope the call to prayers brings com-
fort to the Muslim community mem-
bers.” The mayor as well stressed that
“all must respect the fact that we're
living in a multi-opinioned and multi
cultured democratic society. There's
no room for hatred or bigotry in my
city... We don't support any unfair,
antisocial remarks.”

Whereas communities of different
faiths, ethnicities and races are open-
ing up to each other, it is very odd
that some within us are opposing the
athan; we could have expected such a
stance from extreme rightist groups
that we know are anti-Muslim and
Islamophabic. We hope hate promot-
ers get back to their minds and stop
promoting hate they've brought along
to Canada. It's is indeed the time to
overcome hate where society detests
haters, wherever they come from.
We also stand by “people of intel-
lect, awareness and ethics to oppose
this happening, and by the commit-
ters to stop that, to remedy what
they did and to make up for it; oth-
erwise, things are going to get worse.
You are siblings and family to us, and
we share a lot,” as Head Cleric of
Windsor’s Imam Hussein Foundation,
Sheikh Abdul Mon’em Shrarah put it.
The future of this country belongs to
everybody who wants to live open-
ness, tolerance and impartiality.
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HOPES IN BE-
TWEEN THE NAKBA
AND AL-QUDS DAY

Palestinians on 15 Ma
marked the Nakba Day; bacﬁ
in 1948, the exodus and
slaughter of millions of Pal-
estinians was commenced
when  UK-backed Zion-
ist guerillas invaded their
country. Soon afterwards,
a hybrid, occupying entity
rose, ever violating inter-
national law and imprison-
ing thousands of Palestin-
ians, not excluding women
and children, constructing
more settlements, and suf-
focating the West Bank.
Continually enforcing secu-
rity measures and annexing
more lands, the occupiers
are shattering the Palestin-
ian dream of a united and an
independent state.

As the US and international
community overlooked
what was happening, a new
reality was then made, and
no official Israeli-Palestinian
agreements were abided
by. Things developed when
the US blatantly offered an
offending deal, which would
force the Palestinians to
give up on their basic rights
and their capital, the Holy
al-Quds, as well as their
right to return to their occu-
pied hometowns. In return,
money and prizes would be
paid by the Gulf States, cre-
ating a new slavery market
where homelands are sold
out and history is faked to
please criminal Zionist guer-
rillas!

That is while the Americans
wish to get rid of the burden
of supporting and protect-
ing these guerillas as soon
ascPossible; the current US
and global circumstances no
longer permit to keep stand-
ing by a well-armed country,
nor to spend money from
the budgets of US citizens,
millions of whom have lost
their jobs lately. The US
today battles the worst
health crisis ever since it
rose — with so many dis-
eased or deceased, and with
limited capacity to curb the
pandemic.

And here is Al-Quds Inter-
national Day, just one week
apart from the Nakba Day.
Back when Iran’s Islamic
Revolution was led in 1979,
(now late) Imam Khomeini
called on the world to enliven
this day. And so it is today
a global event marked by
Muslims and non-Muslims,
who consolidate with the
Palestinian cause and the
rirght to resist until 70 years
of theft are ended and all
possessions are reclaimed...
Between the walk of pain
and the dawn of hopes is a
struggle story, and it is still
alight.
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GREEN PARTY LEADERSHIP HOPEFUL LAWYER DIMITRI LASCARIS:
THE GREEN PARTY IS THE ONLY PARTY IN CANADA ADOPTING
A POLICY CALLING FOR ECONOMIC SANCTIONS ON ISRAEL.

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

awyer Dimitri Lascaris has
La strong record of standing

against racism, bigotry, inequal-
ity and war. He believes that “the
Liberals and the NDP are not serious
about protecting the rights of Arabs
and Muslims.” Recently, he’s run for
the leadership of the federal Green
Party. He as well opposes Quebec's
Bill 21, and believes that “we must do
much more as a country to combat
Islamophobia and racism and that we
should dramatically increase immi-
gration levels.”
Lascaris, an ardent advocate for Pal-
estinian’s human rights and the BDS
campaign, has represented a resi-
dent of Winnipeg in a legal proceed-
ing brought against the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) after
the CFIA approved “Product of Israel”
labels on wines made in Israel’s ille-
gal West Bank settlements. The Fed-
eral Court of Canada agreed with him
that those labels were false, mislead-
ing and deceptive, and it overruled
the decision of the CFIA to approve
those labels. Lascaris has devoted
over 1,000 hours to the case without
any compensation.
A main speaker at Toronto's al-Quds
Day last year, he was slammed by
pro-lIsrael B'nai B'rith. Mr Dimitri Las-
caris is a lawyer, activist and journal-
ist, and he’s based in Montreal.
We have had some questions for him
as regards his candidature, prospec-
tive plans and stances on the Pales-
tinian cause.
Dear Mr. Dimitri Lascaris First,
would you please tell the readers of
Sada Almashrek about yourself?
| am a lawyer, activist and journalist
and | am based in Montreal.
| was born, raised and educated in
Ontario. After completing my legal
studies at the University of Toronto,
| started my legal career in New York
City with the Wall Street law frm,
Sullivan & Cromwell.
| returned to Canada in 2004 and
became a class actions lawyer at the
law firm of Siskinds LLP. At Siskinds, |
specialized in securities fraud, human
rights abuses and environmental
wrongs.
| have served as Chairman of the
Board for Canadians for Justice and
Peace in the Middle East.
| have been married for 25 years. My
wife Farida was born and raised in
Lyon, France to two parents of Alge-
rian origin who emigrated to France
from Algeria in the 1950s.
Farida and | have two children, Lena
and Achille. They were born in Nice,
France and are currently pursuing
post-secondary studies in Canada.
You are running for the leadership
of the Green Party... Why did you
choose the party?
| am running for the Green Party
because the core values of the Green
Party are my core values. Those caore
values are: non-violence; social jus-
tice; respect for diversity; sustain-
ability; participatory democracy and
ecological wisdom.
Would you please share your key
platform policy and direction, espe-
cially around social justice and

environmental issues?

| believe that we must adopt a
national guaranteed basic income
to ensure that no Canadian lives in
poverty. Canada should also have a
national Pharmacare plan. Housing
should be a human right in this coun-
try and no person should be home-
less.

Post-secondary education should be
free.

The Federal Government should
increase income taxes on the high-
est income earners
$300,000 per year of income).

| believe that Canada should with-
draw from NATO and should spend
far less on the military. We should
reallocate military spending to our
healthcare system, which needs to
be strengthened.

| am opposed to Quebec’s Bill 21, and
| believe that we must do much more
as a country to combat Islamopho-
bia and racism. | also believe that we
should dramatically increase immi-
gration levels.

How do you see your chances to
win the leadership race?

| believe that | have an excellent
opportunity to win this race because
my platform speaks to the needs
of ordinary Canadians and because
| have a strong record of standing
against racism, bigotry, inequality and
war.

The Arab and Muslim community
has voted in the past for the Liber-
als or the NDP... Why do you think
they should vote for the Green
Party?

In my opinion, the Liberals and the
NDP are not serious about protecting
the rights of Arabs and Muslims. Both
the Liberals and the NDP refuse to
endorse sanctions on Israel and have
adopted strongly pro-Israel policies.
In the 20183 election, the Liberals can-
celled the candidacy of Hassan Guillet
simply because Mr. Guillet had criti-
cized Israel. Similarly, the NDP can-
celled the candidacy of Rana Zaman
for the same reason — even after she
apologized for criticizing Israel.

| have repeatedly called for sanctions
on Israel to protect the rights of Pal-
estinians. The Green Party is the only
party in Canada which has adopted a
policy calling for economic sanctions
on Israel.

The Green Party is also the only party
in Parliament which has a serious
plan to combat the climate crisis,
which is a threat to the future of all
of our children.

What does the Palestinian issue
mean to you?

The Palestinian issue means a great
deal to me, as my record demon-
strates.

In 2016, when | was Justice Critic in
the Green Party of Canada shadow
cabinet, | drafted and sponsored a
resolution calling for economic sanc-
tions on lIsrael. The resolution was
adopted by a large majority of the
party’s members.

| am also representing Dr. David Kat-
tenburg, a resident of Winnipeg, in a
legal proceeding brought against the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency

(more than

Dimitri Lascaris

(CFIA) after the CFIA approved “Prod-
uct of Israel” labels on wines made in
Israel’s illegal West Bank settlements.
In 20189, the Federal Court of Canada
agreed with me that those “Product
of Israel” labels are false, misleading
and deceptive and it overruled the
decision of the CFIA to approve those
labels. | have devoted over 1,000
hours to Dr. Kattenburg's case and
have agreed to do the case on a pro
bono basis, meaning that | am being
paid no compensation for the work
that | have done on that fle.

Your activism for Palestine, puts
you at odd with almost all other
political parties in Ottawa, why do
you think they have such adversar-
ial position against you and Pales-
tinian supporters?

| think they have such an adversarial
position against me because they
know that | have been a very effec-
tive advocate for Palestinian rights.
You were the leading Figure with
the BDS resolution with the green
party, which generated lots of sup-
port from rank and fle members.
However, it led to fall out with the
party leader and some executive
members, what is your assessment
of that episode and affair?

| think that the prior leader of the
Green Party learned from that expe-
rience that the members’ support
for the Palestinian cause is so strong
that any person who is the leader
of the Green Party must advocate
strongly for Palestinian rights.

What is needed to make BDS more
effective and stronger?

The BDS movement needs lawyers
like me to help defend the movement
in Courts of law. That would make
BDS a much stronger movement, and
that is why | have tried, with consid-
erable success, to recruit other law-
yers to represent the BDS movement
in the justice system.

What do you think of how the Lib-
erals have handled the COVID19
pandemic so far?

Do you think this Virus was made
by certain country?

| think that the Liberals have done
a decent job of dealing with the cri-
sis, but they could have dealt with
it much more effectively if prior Lib-
eral and Conservative governments,
at both the federal and the provin-
cial levels, had not taken steps that
weakened our healthcare system.

| do not believe that the virus was
manufactured by any country or
human. All scientific evidence is that
the virus originated naturally.T

Where we are going with this Virus
here in Canada and around the
world?

Right-wing governments around the
world -- particularly those in the
United States, the United Kingdom,
Brazil, Russia and India — will make it
very difficult for us to defeat this virus
in the near term. All of those govern-
ments have not treated the virus as
seriously as they should have and are
rushing to reopen their economies
prematurely. This means that the
virus is likely to remain a severe pub-
lic health risk until a safe and effec-
tive vaccine has been developed. It is
highly unlikely that such a vaccine will
be available before the end of 2020.
This means that the global economy
will remain in a partial lockdown for
many more months. In these circum-
stances, it will be essential that our
government provide robust economic
support to vulnerable Canadians.

As a lawyer and human rights activ-
ist what do you think is the best
way to face the bill 21?

Challenging Bill 21 successfully will
require a two-pronged approach.
First, the federal government must
challenge the Bill in the Courts under
the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

Second, the federal government
must engage with the people of Que-
bec in order to explain to them that it
is possible to maintain the secularism
of the State without depriving civil
servants of the right to wear religious
symbols in the workplace.

At the end what would you like to
say to Arab community in Montréal
and Canada in general?

| believe that the mainstream politi-
cal parties — the Liberals, the Con-
servatives and the NDP — have been
taking Canada’'s Arab and Muslim
communities for granted. The three
major political parties have generally
supported militaristic foreign policies
that have resulted in great harm to
Arab peoples and to Muslims.

For example, the three major parties
all supported the NATO bombard-
ment of Libya, which destroyed the
country. By contrast, the Green Party
of Canada was the only party in Par-
liament that opposed the bombard-
ment of Libya.

The Conservatives, Liberals and NDP
are all strong supporters of Israel and
all of them refuse to call for sanctions
on Israel, whereas the Green Party
believes that Palestinians will not
have justice unless and until Israel is
subjected to economic sanctions.
The Conservative, Liberals and NDP
supported the sale of deadly weapons
to Saudi Arabia, whose monarchy has
caused immense suffering in Yemen.
By contrast, the Green Party has
always opposed the sale of weapons
to Saudi Arabia’s monarchy.

In Canada’s Parliament today, there
is one true party of peace, justice
and tolerance, and that party is the
Green Party of Canada. As leader of
the Green Party of Canada, | will work
tirelessly to ensure respect for the
rights of Arab- and Muslim-Canadi-
ans.
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