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iA Groupe financier est une marque de commerce et un
autre nom sous lequel I'Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc. exerce ses activités.

* Cabinet de services financiers

de vos besoins

Amanie Saleh
Conseillere en sécurité financiere

Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc.*
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450 662-6309, 694
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1855 662-6309, 694

F.: 1855684-9938
amanie.saleh@agc.ia.ca
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Marc Abinader
Manager,

Contact me:

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508
E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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AS LEBANON'S ECONOMIC CRISIS SURGES, LEBANESE-
CANADIAN TEACHER IS NOW MAKING A LIVING OF HER
“TREAT TRUCK"

“The most important lesson of

life is not academic, but being
multitalented,” says Aalaa
Takash

Zeinab Merai, Nabatiyyeh

“In times of hardship, the best
of you will show,” says a wise
friend of mine. Very true.

Many Lebanese, unfortunately,
have succumbed to despair
with the Coronavirus pan-
demic hitting harder at the
Lebanese economy every day.
But you can still spot creativity
and resourcefulness around,
as Aalaa Takash (also trans-
literated as: Alaa Takache) has
shown.

Aalaa has a master’'s degree
from AUB in epidemiology
and biostatistics, and she's
been a high-school teacher
since 2010, but now she has
her own “Treat Truck’, an idea
she’s come up with “to find a
second source of income.” In
the blazing summer, her truck
sits in Nabatiyyeh, where she,
her husband and two other
employees are making a living
of the truck and treating citi-
zens, including her students, to
ice-cream and velvety sweets.
Discussing how she came
across the idea, and believ-
ing it is at the heart of Islam
to show resilience, Aalaa says,
“In the middle of a global pan-
demic and a severe economic
situation unexperienced in
more than 50 years, | had to
think outside the box.

So the idea was born out of

\
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a set of problems that | was
facing. | really wanted my own
business, but circumstances
were not allowing me to have
a typical one; | was consider-
ing renting a store or opening
a restaurant, and | noticed the
Lebanese loved new ideas, so |
thought of a new one afford-
able to them.

Eventually, | found that a
mobile truck would be afford-
able to me, too, and would
save some time for family.

At a time of Anancial loss, |
have created two jobs plus
mine and my husband’s”
Asked what she would do if
the pandemic and the econ-
omy grew worse, she replies,
“That's a great question. If
things get worse, I'm going to
keep trying as long as | can. In
a worst-case scenario, | can
park the truck and wait. I'l
lose nothing.” She humorously
adds, “In that case, | can treat

myself with a hundred kilo-
grams of ice-cream!”

As to her students’ reaction,
Aalaa points out, “My students
are amazed, and they are my
biggest fans. They're saying
it's such a great idea; usually
teachers are only concerned
with educational stuff. But this
has been the most important
lesson for them: You have to
be multitalented to survive.
You have to always think of
other options to survive.

So my students are inspired
and supportive, and it brings
pride to me that | have been
able to teach them the most
important lesson of life, not
one from books”

The young entrepreneur also
mentions “it is surely impor-
tant for a husband and wife
to have a really productive
relationship. | couldn’t have
accomplished anything had |
been left on my own. My hus-
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band was with me all the steps
of the way. | came up with
ideas and plans, and he helped
me execute them, specifically
the difAcult part of fnding
and dealing with raw-material
providers.

He is extremely open-minded
and appreciates my ideas.
Someone else might have been
pessimistic about the idea, but
he was happy and excited.”

So if you're on holiday in Leb-

T X

anon, and when afternoons
are lazy and heat is scorch-
ing, make sure you get your-
self one or two of Aalaa’s vel-
vety treats. Even if here for
winter, you'll still be offered a
variety of the “Treat Truck's”
delicacies.

You can fAnd “the Treat Truck”
on Facebook (The Treat Truck),
Instagram (the.treat.truck)
and What'sApp (76480758).
Bon appetite!

‘PUT PALESTINE BACK ON THE MAP, DEMANDS

MADONNA

American singer, songwriter and
actress Madonna expressed solidarity
with Palestine in a series of Instagram
posts protesting against the removal
of the occupied Palestinian territories
from Google maps, social media users
have said. Madonna's solidarity with
Palestine coincided with the launch of
a petition calling on Google to explain
its decision, which more than a million
people have signed.

The petition denounces Google for the
fact that its decision makes it “com-

plicit in the Israeli government’s ethnic
cleansing of Palestine.” Israel, estab-
lished on Palestinian land, is clearly
designated, but Palestine does not
appear on Google maps. “Why not?”
the petitioners asked.

Images circulating on social media
show Madonna sharing an image of
the the map in question with Palestine
missing, with a comment: “Google
and Apple have officially removed
Palestine from their maps”. She has
more than 15 million followers on
Instagram. MEMO could not verify
the authenticity of the screenshots
and has not heard back from Madon-
na's team regarding the pictures.

In a second post, the singer
expressed her strongest ever solidar-
ity with the Palestinian cause. The
61 year old demanded “Put Pales-
tine back on the map” before adding,
“#1StandWithPalestine”

A third post showed an image of
Angela Davis alongside a quote from
the icon of the American Civil Rights
movement: “Black solidarity with
Palestine allows us to understand the
nature of contemporary racism more
deeply.”

Davis spoke recently about why the
Palestinian cause is so central to

the Black Lives Matter movement.
She recalled how Palestinian activ-
ists had long supported Black Ameri-
cans’ struggle against racism, and
that when she was falsely imprisoned
in 1970 the solidarity from Palestine
was a major source of comfort for her.
In the past, Madonna has not been
as forthcoming with her support for
the Palestinian cause. In 2019 she

refused to boycott the Eurovision
song contest, which was held in Israel.
“I'll never stop playing music to suit
someone’s political agenda nor will |
stop speaking out against violations
of human rights wherever in the world
they may be,” she said in a statement
at the time.

(middleeastmonitor.com)
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ONLY THOSE WITHOUT ACTION MAKE
NO MISTAKES

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

Normally, group leaders might dis-
agree as they seek gains and posi-
tions following accomplishments
and victory made. But this com-
munity has broken the norm; dis-
cord showed along halfway, in time
when the community’s targeted
by Quebec’s current government
and even before any great accom-
plishment is made. Eventually, any
efforts made to face the continu-
ously growing challenges might be
weakened.

In a previous publication, while
briefly commenting on Law 21,
which had by then been passed
since a year, | pointed out that
“belittling what this law could do
would be more dangerous than the
law itself, especially when efforts
were being wasted and activists
were just getting further apart for
no substantial reasons.”

| made those remarks following
signs of discord that ensued a
rally by Premier Frangois Legault's
office downtown Montreal Sun-
day morning on 14 June. The rally
wasn't well amassed, and some
influential community Agures were
absent even though the rally was
meant to decry that law, which
would affect the entire commu-
nity, especially women, the most
vulnerable.

| am discussing this again now that
detailed news of the discord have
been largely brought to attention
within the community and outside
it, too. Besides, many attempts to
resolve the disagreement and to
calm the situation failed, although
they were made by prominent
groups, and although meetings
were held to support a group
and calls were made to support
another.

It might seem like the a trivial dis-
agreement on the group that has
the right to run the “No to Law
21" Facebook page, but in fact, it
is @ much bigger issue that must
be tackled, though it is usually
better not to publicise disagree-
ments and write articles on them.
After all, nothing can today be hid-
den anymore in time of the social-
media “revolution” and in time
when all are talking about this dis-
agreement. Besides, overlooking
this or not discussing it is quite
risky. Perhaps those in charge will
realise where they’re heading and
how steep their way will be.
Among the most conspicuous
issues reflected by the discord are:
e Someone from every community
group is trying to belittle the oth-
ers’ work.

e No consultations as regards the
community are being made among
the groups.

e Someone here is trying to strike
someone there by organising an
event here or there to mark the

same occasion.

e Community supporters’ noses
are being dug into the commu-
nity's disagreements, and that's
very alarmingly serious!

e Presumptions and guesses are
coinciding with the disagreements
and may even be considered a
phase of the discord.

e Poweris being abused, and some
female activists are being warned
against working for this associa-
tion or that; it has been said that
young female activists are being
pressured to skip certain activities.
e The community institutions’
work lacks transparency.

e |t is possible an outsider group
is rousing tension among commu-
nity activists.

Within these issues are points that
must be approached with care;
they are only fears that demand
attention and thoughtful debate,
away from selfness and ego.
What's going on is good for none;
all realise how serious things
might get for us; all efforts made
so far to challenge Law 21 and
other harms might be wasted. All
conscientious Agures ought to do
something. Community enthusi-
asts, too, ought to remedy things
and bring people together, which
“is better than the public’s prayers
and fasting”, according to Islam.
It's true things cannot be resolved
by pretentiousness and ignor-
ing the discord, as “Abu Milhim”,
a famous Lebanese theatrician,
would do. But things must be
made right so as to show mercy
to the little number of community
activists left standing, and to our
supporters from other communi-
ties. The points of discord | men-
tioned must be tackled right, and
there may be others, too.

First, any media campaign being
made must be stopped, and a
meeting must be called to bring
together the concerned and the
numerous good-willed. Let us

deeply reflect upon all discord
points, and let's discuss things
rationally, driven by our care for
this community. The commu-
nity will show mercy to none if
left alone before the precarious
overhang, which has been created
by unjust anti-Muslim decisions
made by the different others, who
claim they speak for Islam and
defend it and Canadian Muslims.
It is true mistakes are made, but
no group should be solely blamed.
It's natural to make mistakes while
working; eventually, only those
without action make no mistakes.
Whoever cares for the community
must compromise for its greater
good. Whoever cares must will-
ingly contribute to the solution
rather than ignite a blazing fre.
Undoubtedly, today's differ-
ent others have, for long years,
reflected through various posi-
tions wonderful images and
made unforgettable achieve-
ments, which gave us hope we
would overcome the consequent
crises created by haters since
long. Today, they are called on to
maintain those achievements and
make use of them; otherwise, the
alternative is clear, and the future
will definitely be darkened.

It's not anybody’s right to devas-
tate, defame or offend any other.
IF there’s no way to resolve cer-
tain issues and disagreements,
let every party acknowledge the
presence of the other, and let
collaboration take place on com-
mon grounds, which are many!
Let activities be shared and unre-
peated lest all of us get weakened
and start to lament the commu-
nity’s partly efficient past.

It is greatly hoped you will act
wisely.. You are the mindful minor-
ity actively working on ground..
You're the only hope, so allow not
despair to infiltrate our reality, and
hurry to resolve things before they
get out of control.

Eyves Wide Open to Ottawa’s
Saudi Embassy

Saudi Arabia is still pressuring Can-
ada to hand Riyadh former security
official Saad al-Jabry, who was as-
signed to a senior interior position
during the reign of Prince Moham-
med bin Nayef, who then got oust-
ed by heir Mohammed bin Salman
as the latter planned to rule the
kingdom after the death of his fa-
ther, King Salman.

The now heir apparent has grown
the habit of accusing any potential
adversaries of Anancial corruption,
as he did to Saad al-Jabry to justify
bringing him back to the kingdom
from Toronto, where he’s taken
asylum. And when the justification
did not make sense to Canadian of-
fcials and diplomatic tension rose
instead, officials in Riyadh resorted
to the Interpol, which soon cleared
al-Jabry’s name off its criminal list;
the criminal organisation didn’t be-
lieve the kingdom'’s judiciary pro-
cedures were credible and orderly;
Saudi infamously overlooks the
rights of arrestees and detainees
and the UN Charter, and it is even
carrying out mass executions with-
out fair trials...

Making yet another aggressive step,
Saudi arrested Sarah and Omar al-
Jabry, Saad’s children; Saudi ob-
servers believe the kingdom takes
such steps to force the wanted
to hand themselves over to the
authorities in return for their chil-
dren’s or other family members’ re-
lease from prison. “The Globe and
Mail” on 6 July mentioned al-Jabry
was pretty knowledgeable on coun-
terterrorism and the secrets of the
royal family and their foreign bank
accounts...

Although Ottawa has refused to
hand al-Jabry over to Riyadh, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s security
team has advised the Canadian for-
eign ministry to hint at visa denial
by Riyadh’s Canadian embassy to
any of al-Jabry’s family members
who might try to visit him. So it has
been to evade any further tension
between both countries...

As fears arose another Khashoggi-
styled murder would be committed,
Canadian security corps reinforced
measures guarding al-Jabry’s resi-
dence. Earlier, Saudi oppositionist
Jamal Khashoggi was gruesomely
killed in Turkey’s Saudi consulate.
Still, Saudi oppositionists have rec-
ommended that Canadian authori-
ties open their eyes wide to what's
going on in the House of Saud’s Ot-
tawa embassy; they believe Saudi
might conduct illegal measures to
punish Saad al-Jabry and a number
of family members who fled Saudi
to Canada, too, opposing Moham-
med bin Salman’s wild thirst for un-
paralleled power, even if that costs
others’ freedoms and lives.

The Editors
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