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iA Groupe financier est une marque de commerce et un
autre nom sous lequel I'Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc. exerce ses activités.

Amanie Saleh
Conseillére en sécurité financiere

Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc.*

1600, boulevard Saint-Martin Est
Tour A, bureau 350
Laval (Québec) H7G 4R8

450 662-6309, 694

C. : 514 550-6000

1855 662-6309, 694
F.:1855684-9938
amanie.saleh@agc.ia.ca

IAST

Groupe financier

ia.ca
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Banuary 19, 2021

The Bight Honeurable hastin Trudeas
Primee blmister of Canada

Odfica of the Prima Miniiter

BO Welirgicn Street Ottaws, ON
ELA A2

Ro: Dasignating Janwusry 29 sa the Mational Day of Remembrances and Action on lilamophobla

We are collectively wriling 10 you negardeng the founh saniversary of the lenuary 291h mass shooting
that 1ook pleee &n Jaruary 29, 2017, at the lilsmic Cultural Contre of Quebae City.

Each yaar the Cansdian Muilim community remambars the lives of Arcedine Soufians, Abdelkrim
Hassene, Mobamedou Tancy Barry. Brahima Benry, Abowbaker Thabtl snd Khaled Belkatemi who were

brutally gunmed dovwr afver e evening prayers

Hate erirses against buslima fise each day, and 81 an even more alemming rave during the pandemic. Tar
faur coniscuthee years, Canadian Mutlim organizationg R callisd on your affics b deliver thi fined
recammendsticn made A the 103 repo by the Ministry of Hedtage. To date, this recammendation

has Aot Deen implemented

Major cition Monbresd, Fisrrefonds, Markham, Toronto, Hamilton, London, Windiar, Brampton, ard
Vanoouver ae among olhers siroas Canada that have alesdy designated lanuary Xoth as a Natonal Day

of Remombrance and Action on lilamaphabia.

This decision i far overduse. In fact, designating larusry 291k as & Maticnal Day of Remembrence ard
Action on Islamaphabia shauld have been the first step in responding 1o the Quesher thaoting. Delivesng
oF this recommendation this year would reaflirm the govermment’s COMmEment 1o countening

Iilamapabia

Thave are maltipls priorites pending when it comes to government sction to combat rackem and hate
against Canadisn Muslivs, Such priornities indlude sdiressing the rise of white supsemacy and other
far-right greups, detignating hate groupd wha sre & threat ta our nations] tecwrity 54 terrerist groups,

and overcoming systemic racism in governiment Institugions, security and law enforcement

Primss Bainister. you hawe shown ssceptional leadership on speaking sgainst lamophobis bene in
Cansda and absosd. The MLI0Z report was a6 unprecedented step by your government with

well-thaught-out recommesndagion

W, the undarsigred, appeal 10 you 1oday. As leadieg Canadian organieations whi sena CRIZenE 30ross
the courdry each diy on a wide siray of Critcal asues and aspects of life we feiterale the woices of
Canzdizne wha have called for you to dotignato lanuary T0th cpecifically 3 "Mational Day of

Remambfance anhd ACos on lslamopholkda.”
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TRADUCTION EN TROIS LANGUES: FRANCAIS, ANGLAIS ET ARABE,

SERVICE D’ASSERMENTATION ET AUTHENTIFICATION,
LIVRAISON GRATUITE POUR LES COMMANDES DE PLUS DE 1005 AU

CANADA ET ETATS UNIS, LIVRES, CDs et DVDs,

LUNDI AU YENDREDI

Metro Cote-Vertu
877 Decarie, Ville St-Laurent
Quebec, Canada H4L 3M2

Tel :
mehcanada’e gmail.com

: DE 9 H30 &

SAMEDI : DE 10H00 217H00

18H30

514-T44-48%h
Fax - 514-744-1237

11174545

oo L3S % . -
Avenue, Montréal H1E-3C2 2%
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Contact me:
Marc Abinader

Manager,

Tel: 514 961 5508

We've got the right mortgage for you

Mobile Mortgage Specialist

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com

% REMIX

SARA JAFFAL

Courtier immobilier

C.514.581.5116
B. 514.333.3000

sara.jaffal@remax-quebec.com

RE/MAX 3000 Inc.
§280 boul. L'Acadia
Ahuntsic-Cartiamilla

(Momtréal), Oc, HAN 205
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WHEN WILL ISLAMOPHOBIA SEE AN END?

Hussein Hoballah

Almost four years now following
Quebec’s Grand Mosque massacre,
when Azzeddeen Soufiane, Abdelkrim
Hassane, Mamadou Tanou Barry,
Ibrahima Barry, Abu Bakr Thabti, and
Khaled Belkacemi were martyred,
some groups are still trying to create
a hate-promoting environment. In
the meantime, little has the federal
government done to tackle this cri-
sis seriously, and things might grow
really bad if the far-sighted take no
initiative to resolve them.
Unpleasantly to some groups, three
Canadian Muslims made it this
month to significant political/me-
dia positions; Omar Alghabra has
been appointed federal minister of
transport, Boshra Manai first com-
missioner on racism and systemic
discrimination, and Ginella Massa
host of “Canada Tonight with Ginella
Massa”, which airs on CBC. Obvi-
ously such groups are still insisting
on circulating Islamophobic prejudice
against observing and non-observing
Muslims, ignoring the indirect pro-
vocative consequences, which might
lead to manslaughter, as in the case
of the Quebec massacre in January
2017.

Following the appointment of Boshra
Manai, a non-hijabi Muslim, Quebec
Premier Francois Legault was quick
to show his discontentment. Still
denying that systemic racism exists,
Legault made an unconvincing rea-
son against Manai's assignment to
the new responsibilities. It made no
difference to him that Manai holds a
PHD degree in urban studies and two
degrees of Masters in urban geogra-

phy and interracial relations, nor that
she is an expert on work within eth-
nic communities.

Legault's press attaché Nadia Talbot
wrote in a statement that Manai's
appointment is “questionable given
her stance on past issues and her
personal crusade against the law
on secularism.” And though Law 21
is one of the major reasons beyond
discrimination, Talbot continued, “For
us, this is a mistake on the part of
the City of Montreal”

Responding strictly to Legault's po-
sition, Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante
declared, “The appointment of Boshra
Manai is a Arst in the municipal world.
It reaffirms our Arm desire to con-
tinue our actions to fight racism and
systemic discrimination in the City
of Montreal” Plante’s spokesman as
well said, “The City cannot, legally or
morally, discriminate against a quali-
fied candidate based on their posi-
tion or past jobs...”

Following Legault's steps, leader of
the federal opposition Bloc Québé-
cois Yves-Francois Blanchet took on
Trudeau’s newly appointed Transport
Minister Omar Alghabra, linking him
to what he called the “Islamic politi-
cal movement.” Blanchet as well said
questions had arisen on the minis-
ter's earlier position as head of the
“Canadian Arab Federation” though
he confirmed he “refused to accuse”
Alghabra of any particular instance.
Later, his office issued a statement
to make clear that “the questions are
related to Alghabra’s past, as well as
the separation of the church and the
state, which represents a profound
value for Bloc Québécois” Notably
however, the “Canadian Arab Fed-
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eration” is a national non-partisan
organisation that represents Cana-
dian Arabs and does not at all tackle
religious matters. Blanchet's office
pointed out that “there were not
enough grounds to make accusa-
tions,” leaving room for one conclu-
sion: the entire thing is merely about
the minister's name, which clearly
shows he’'s Muslim. The statement
has elicited fAirm stances by Trudeau
and Alghabra.

Parti Québécois's former leader
Jean-Francgois Lisée maintained the
aggressive tone, writing for “Le De-
voir” on earlier stances by Alghabra
in defence of Hamas. Alghabra’s
present stances, though, have been
quite the opposite. In 2016, Alghabra
spoke in Parliament to strongly con-
demn “Iran’s actions against Israel”
On 11 June 2018, he also told Parlia-
ment it was “essential to respect Is-
rael’s right to exist and the Palestin-
ians’ right to have their independent
state.”

In the article which he titled “Une
bonne semaine pour llslam” (“A
Good Week for Islam”), Lisée criti-
cised Massa's appointment at CBC,
stating that “Everyone Massa meets
will immediately realise a few points;
firstly, she believes in God, and if an
interviewee does not share her belief,
he/she should know Massa won't be
content with him/her; secondly, she
believes, like every monotheistic fol-
lower, that her God is the Only real
One, so if you believe in another god,
she will disapprove of that” Blan-
chet's statements, in fact, rather
sound like prejudice and a call foriso-
lating women in hijab and unemploy-
ing them unless they take off their
garb.

Women in hijab have been simultane-
ously aggressed, including recently in
Winnipeg and Alberta. Prime Minister
Trudeau is asked to make a resilient
stance, declaring the 29th of January
a “National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Islamophobia,” as dozens
of Islamic associations from differ-
ent Canadian cities have requested in
a letter they wrote to him a few days
ago. They've particularly pointed out
they “have long been waiting for such
a decision, which should have been
the frst step made following the
Quebec mosque shooting”

Delaying the required Arm stances
to discipline haters any longer will
only strengthen them and destroy
multiculturalism and the freedom
of choice, expression and faith. And
that's going to make way to the loss
of social security which still distin-
guishes Canada from many other
countries.

As International
Holocaust Remembrance
Day Is Marked, Have
Racism Forms Been
Abolished?

Every January27th, UNESCO
remembers the Holocaust
victims, reiterating commit-
ment to Aghting anti-Semi-
tism, racism and all forms of
bias that might stir violence
against certain populations.
Back in 1945, on January 27th
as well, Soviet forces freed
the prisoners of the Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau concentra-
tion and extermination camp.
The UN General Assembly,
therefore, pays international
tribute to the victims every
Jan 27th.
Forms of anti-Semitism have,
however, not ended, especially
in Western countries and
communities, where rightists
openly antagonise people of
different faiths or ethnici-
ties, and they might even do
so for trivial reasons. That
reveals a long-standing cri-
sis of ethics, which pertains
to a history of racism and
supremacist attitudes. Not
only African populations and
Jews have been, therefore,
disadvantaged, but also Arabs
and Muslims in general; main-
stream media is exploiting the
criminal acts perpetrated by
so-called “Muslims” to depict
Islam as a violence-promoting
religion and Muslims as un-
trustworthy populations that
might endanger social security
and safety wherever they live.
The most dangerous thing
happening now is the Is-
raeli lobby’s attempts to
bring about laws and legisla-
tions that equate between
anti-Semitism and opposing
the Israeli invaders’ policies
and crimes against Palestin-
ians. By that, the lobby seeks
to silence many voices that
have recently grown and been
notably manifested through
the BDS movement. Unled by
Muslims or Arabs, the move-
ment is rather steered by
Western citizens of all walks
of life and have been urged
by their professional integrity
and humanity to blast Israel’s
violation of human rights...
The legislations sought do not
help abolish anti-Semitism;
they might tell of constitu-
tionally preferring particular
societies while neglecting
others that are also are be-
ing insulted, bullied and ag-
gressed... Well, the right way
would be to differentiate
between hate against the
members of a faith or an en-
tire nation and opposing the
coercive, unjust procedures of
occupation existing in discord
with UN and divine laws.

The Editors
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