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— Assurance vie
— Assurance invalidité
— Assurance
accidents corporels
— Assurance
maladie grave
— Assurance
hypothécaire
— Assurance auto
et habitation
- Epargne-études(REEE)
— Epargne retraite (REER)

(CELI)
— Assurance voyage
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Amanie Saleh
Conseillére en sécurité financiere

Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc.*

1600, boulevard Saint-Martin Est
Tour A, bureau 350
Laval (Québec) H7G 4R8

450 662-6309, 694
C.: 514 550-6000
1855 662-6309, 694

Groupe financier
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CANADA ET ETATS UNIS, LIVRES, CDs et DV Ds,

Metro Cote-Vertu
Ville St-Laurent
Quebec, Canada H4L 3M2 Fa

Tel :
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De nouveaux
programmes de soutien
sont disponibles pour
ceux qui en ont besoin

Une assurance-emploi bonifiée et plus accessible,
et de nouvelles prestations de relance :

e La Prestation canadienne de la relance économique

e La Prestation canadienne de maladie pour la
relance économique

e La Prestation canadienne de la relance économique
pour proches aidants

Pour plus de détails, consultez le site
canada.ca/le-coronavirus

(Ll

Bl Goummement Sovermen Canada
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We've got the right mortgage for you

v e .I Lc \ﬁ
Contact me: P ahat
Marc Abinader

Manager,

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508
E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com

REMIX

REMBX

SARA JAFFAL

Courtier immobilier

C. 914.581.5116
B.514.333.3000

sara.jaffal@remax-quebec.com

RE/MAX 3000 Inc.
#2280 boul. L'Acadia
Ahuntsic-Gartlarvilla

{Montréal), Oc, HAN 305




CHARARA ELECTRIQUE

Aoun Charara (Maitre électricien)
Estimation gratuite
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CONSERVATIVE LEADER ERIN O’'TOOLE & HIS FANCLUB ARE
ESCALATING TENSION BETWEEN CANADA & CHINA

CAMPAIGNERS TO FREE HUAWEI'S CEO HAVE BEEN FACED WITH BACKLASH

Zeinab Merai

Economic & military rivalry

The calls to free Meng Wang Zhou
have obviously disturbed Conser-
vative Leader Erin O'Toole and his
fanclub. Following a Zoom panel dis-
cussion hosted on November 24th
by several Canadian peace activists,
O'Toole wrote to the “National Post”
on December 9th, demonstrating
loads of economic and military rivalry
€ revengefulness:

“For too long we tolerated Confu-
cius Institutes — basically propagan-
da outlets... For 40 years the great
opening of China’s free market has
not gone as we had hoped.

This may not have been a big deal
when China produced mainly low-
tech goods like shoes and tooth-
brushes, but it has dramatic impli-
cations today as Chinese tech Arms
export facial recognition technology
and surveillance drones...” O'Toole’s
talk of Chinese espionage comes in
line with US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo’s latest talk.

O'Toole blatantly supported boycot-
ting the competing country, turning
a blind eye to the setbacks that is
resulting in for both Canada and Chi-
na: “Our British allies took the coura-
geous step to ban Huawei from their
5G networks...”

The Michaels

O'Toole as well did not forget to pour
scorn on the “corrupt Communist
regime” for “holding Canadian citi-
zens hostage for two years.” But the
right-wing politician missed men-
tioning that the Michaels are accused
of spying and were actually in China
when detained, whereas Meng had
been only transiting Canada when
arrested upon a US request, not on
spying charges. She, too, has been
detained for 2 years.

Tories barrage the webinar cam-
paigners

“Attacks against an event | recently
moderated reflect a growing trend in
Canada towards increased tolerance
for anti-China rhetoric,” says Bian-
ca Mugyeni, Director of the Foreign
Policy Institute, and one of the event
co-hosts.

During the event, which and at-
tended by Sada al-Mashrek, it was
demanded that a new, friendly ap-
proach be made as regards China.
Montreal-based author Bianca says

Green Party MP Paul Manly has called on the government to release Meng
in return for the Michaels, photo credit: Twitter

that a day ahead of the webinar,
which was held to look into the impli-
cations of Huawei executive’s arrest
and the deteriorating Canada-China
relations, “Conservative MP Raquel
Dancho denounced in the House of
Commons, her NDP and Green coun-
terparts Niki Ashton and Paul Manly
for agreeing to participate in a “Chi-
nese Communist Party propaganda”
event.

Bianca has as well pointed out “the
“National Post” used its front page
to call the organisers “useful idiots”
willing to excuse “any and all atroci-
ties by other nations” in a “reflexive
contempt and loathing toward the
United States.””

The activist added that, journalist
Evan Solomon [with 183.6 K fol-
lowers on Twitter] repeatedly asked
Manly “in an interview on CTV if he
was being “used by Chinese authori-
ties..”

MP Manly: “We are pawns of a
chess match”

Though MP manly took a hit from
Canadian rightists, he actually men-
tioned he was “very concerned with
human rights in China,” and making it
clear to the webinar attendees that
his “main concern was releasing the
Michaels and “putting an end to hos-
tage diplomacy..” Paralleling O'Toole,
Manly said there were “good reasons
to have concerns about the use of
Huawei technology in Canada.”

The MP denied any political interfer-
ence with Canada’s judicial system,
reminding that Canada is a signa-
tory to the extradition treaty with
the US. He, however, blamed Trump
for acting in this “irresponsible and
dangerous manner,” adding, “Presi-
dent Trump has dedicated much of
his presidency to undoing the work
of President Obama. Trump imposed
sanctions on Iran because he didn't
like the Iran nuclear deal that Obama
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Conservative leader Erin O'Toole has poured scorn on China, suggesting
boycott rather than diplomacy, photo credit: Twitter

had helped broker”

The Green Party politician then
pointed out, “Canada does not have
sanctions against Iran, and the EU
blocked its citizens and corporations
from complying with the US sanc-
tions. It's my hope that the incoming
Biden administration will return to
multilaterism...”

He as well reminded that the Green
Party called on the federal govern-
ment in July 2020 “to demand that
the US drop criminal charges against
Meng and withdraw the extradition
request in order to see the release of
the Michaels.”

“We are the pawns in this geopoliti-
cal chess match,” believes Manly.
Diplomats against Meng’s extradi-
tion

Bianca points out that in summer
“100 former Canadian diplomats
signed a letter, asking Prime Minis-
ter Trudeau to release Meng. Former
PM Jean Chrétien, former Foreign Af-
fairs Ministers Lawrence Cannon and
Lloyd Axworthy, as well as former
senator Hugh Segal and former NDP
leader Ed Broadbent, have also pro-
posed cancelling Meng's extradition
to the United States.”

Meng'’s arrest is a violation of law
As confirmed by a number of ac-
tivists during the “Free Meng Wan
Zhou” webinar, the US sanctions on
Iran are unapproved of by the UNSC
and violate international law. Meng’s
detention also violates the “Interna-
tional Convention against the taking
of Hostages” (December 1979).
During the event, activist K | Noh
pointed out facts were being hid-
den in Meng's case to extort sub-
mission to the US request, “Docu-
ments, slides, and emails released
later actually show that HSBC had
been informed of the relationship
between Skycom and Huawei before
Meng's testimony as well as durin
the meeting.” That means Meng ha
not lied to the bank about Huawei's
relation with Iranian Skycom, as the
US claims.

An unlikelK deal for Meng

Recently there have been reports by
“The Wall Street Journal” and “Re-
uters” on Meng'’s being in talks with
the US Department of Justice that
could end up with a deferred pros-
ecution agreement to allow her to
return to China in exchange for an
admission of wrongdoing.

It has been reported, however, that
Meng is unwelcoming of the deal, for
she believes she’s innocent.

Is Canada going by the US book?
“By detaining Meng, Canada is le-
gitimating both Washington's bid to
extend its legal authority over other
sovereign jurisdictions and their uni-
lateral sanctions against Iran,” warns
Bianca in her December 3rd piece for
“the Canadian Dimension.”

But as one of Meng's lawyers puts it,
“It's all about sanctions...”

The Government's Ups &€ Downs in a Year
Trudeau's Liberal government has made
achievements in 2020, the most important
of which have been allocating funds for work-
ers who've lost their jobs during the pandem-
ic, as well as loans for businesses forced to
shut down. That has somewhat contributed
to economic stability and sacial security and
has been paralleled by unanimous votes in
parliament to conduct such measures.
And though government spending has
resulted in budget defcit, it has garnered
the minority government public support and
blocked the Conservatives' plan to call for
early elections, which could have brought the
blue party back to power.
Confusion, however, surfaced when the
disease first outbroke, especially in hospi-
tals, as well senior homes that were hit by
catastrophe, mainly in Quebec and Ontario.
The Canadian Armed Forces were then sent
to bring order back to the care facilities,
prompting health officials to call for a review
of Canadian health practices.
With respect to foreign affairs, the govern-
ment has not done much. It has not forsaken
the Canada-Saudi arms deal, which has seen
weapons and LAVs sold to Saudi Arabia to
coerce local opposers and proceed with the
war on Yemen... Besides, Canada hasn't yet
de-escalated tension with China, which has
been topped by Canada’s arrest of Huawei's
CEO Meng Wan Zhou and China’s detention
of Michael Spavor and Michael Kourig.
Trudeau's government has as well broken
its promise to develop rapprochement with
Tehran, complicating the process to bring
back the bodies of the victims of the Ukrai-
nian plane that went down near the Tehran
Airport. The issue has not been resolved
despite Canadian Foreign Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne’s meetings with his
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarifin
the Sultanate of Oman.
As regards UN resolutions, Canada has
continued to vote for ones that overlook
Palestinians’ right of self-determination and
an independent state. Making a lone vote
on Palestinians’ side, the government has
tried to mislead the Canadian Arab/ Muslim
community and Canadians opposing the
Israeli occupation. That evidently states how
influential the Zionist lobby is when it comes
to Canada'’s Middle East policies.
Recently, former MP and Minister Irwin
Cotler has been proclaimed special envoy
for Holocaust remembrance and the fight
against anti-Semitism, and that shows how
strong the labby is. Cotler blatantly stands
by the Israeli occupation’s palicies and dif-
ferentiates not between anti-Zionism and
anti-Semitism, especially since his daughter,
Michal Cotler-Wunsh, is an extreme member
of the Knesset.
His new mission will further pressure the
BDS movement, which is mainly led by uni-
versity students, academics and journalists
advocating the boycatt of scholarly coopera-
tion with the Israeli occupation’s universities,
as well as of exports from the illegal settle-
ments...
As New Year gets closer, no major changes
will be expected as regards Canadian foreign
policy unless the US Democrats making it
to power lessen the pressure over Canada’s
intentions in the coming period. Until then
fingers are crossed that our community
makes better participation in public life; that
will yield benefits, even if takes some time.
We pray that the world and Canada restore
good health and economy this year. 2020 has
been rough enough.

The Editors
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