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Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les porte

Obtenez le prét hypothécaire
qui vous convient’.

Contactez-moi des aujourd’hui.

MO pargue deposée de La Bangue de Nouvelle-Ecosse. * Toutes les demandes de prét hypothécalre sont

assujetties a I'approbation.
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MOUMOUNA KARAKALLI

M.Fis M.Fise., CPA auditrice, CGA

Compt  Complable Professionnelle Agréee

& Fiscaliste

2007, Forast Montreal , QC H1G 3G9
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Société de Comptable Professionnel Agréé, CPA

Oussama Abdallah,

M.Sc., CPA, CGA

SCIC alllac dalusl

Services Comptables
Impdts et Consultations
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* Enregistrement des entreprises
* Planification et préparation des |mpots des particuliers et entreprises
* Préparation des Etats Financiers et émission des avis aux lecteurs.

e Préparation plan d'affaires ( Business plan)
* Service Commissaire & |'assermentation gratuit & nos clients.

‘ Tél. (514) 336 6001

Doctorant en Admlnlstrahon comptabilité

Cell. (514) 582 9291
Email: info@sciccom.ca
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Droit Immobilier, Procuration Succession,
Testament, Mandat et Mariage Civil
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1150, rue de Louvain Ouest .burean 202 (coin Acadie,

en face du Marché Central) Montréal, Québec H4N 1G5

Tél: 514-940-1011 / Fax: 514-940-0162
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* Préparation et Renouvellement des Médicaments.
* Cosmétique ® Laboratoire Photos.

4102 Jean Talon Est ® Coin Pie 9
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ROULA KADI
4629 Boul. Lévesque E, 514.388.1588 ext 246  roula@skylawn.net

Laval, Qc H7C 1M8 Cell: 514.655.5678

HEBA BOMBACHI
514.388.1588 ext 234 ® hebaskylawn@gmail.com
Cell: 514.660.8339

433 Chabanel Ouest, Suite 111, Montreal, Qc, H2N 2J3
514.388.1588 * www.skylawn.net
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SUZANNE WEISS: MY ACTIVISM ON BEHALF OF PALESTINE IS BASED ON THE

PRINCIPLE OF “UNIVERSALISM” FOUND IN BOTH JEWISH AND ISLAMIC FAITHS

Hussein Hoballah -Sada Almashrek

Suzanne Weiss, |ewish advocate
for Palestinian human rights and
author of “Holocaust to Resis-
tance: My |ourney” (Fernwood,
2019), contributed the follow-
ing response to our questions.
Though the “anti-Semitism”
narrative is today being made
bait at large to hit back hard on
any criticisers of Israel, outspo-
ken Weiss says she, like many
other |ews, refuses the Israeli
authorities’ unjust treatment
and supports, instead, al-Quds
Day, as well as collaboration
with Muslims to fght real anti-
Semitism and any other form of
racism.

Now nearing eighty, Suzanne
Weiss still enjoys a strong
memory of major global inci-
dents that have shaped today's
injustices and is therefore de-
termined to make a difference.

1) Mrs Weiss, it is amazing to
read your book “Holocaust to
Resistance: My Journey” and
learn about your personal
journey, so would you please
briefly share some background
info on it?

When | was an infant child, a Jew
in France under Fascist occupa-
tion, the Nazis targeted me to
be killed. After the Nazi defeat,
| wondered how | had survived.
Over the decades, | pieced the
story together: my survival was
the work of a broad movement
of solidarity that saved many
thousands of other Jewish chil-
dren.

| realized that this movement
was a model for what we need
today to confront today’s prob-
lems of white supremacy, ethnic
cleansing, colonialism, and the
climate threat. That motivated
to write my story.

2) You have been at the front
lines speaking up Ffor the
plights of Palestinian rights,
at rallies, and university Cam-
puses and forums. What's the
deciding factor in your work &
activism?

As a youth | was sympathetic to
the Israeli state. But | was alien-
ated by lIsrael's participation
in the colonialist war against
Egypt in 1956. Then, at age 18,
in 1959, | learned that the in-
digenous population of Palestine
had in fact been forcibly driven
off their lands. That was colo-
nialism! Today, we call it ethnic
cleansing. | became an advocate
for justice in lIsrael/Palestine
based on equal rights of its two
peoples.

My activism on behalf of Pal-
estine is based on the principle
of “universalism” found in both
Jewish and Islamic faiths — that
is, our actions must serve the
needs of all the world's peoples.
The Israeli authorities that dis-
possess, expel, brutalize, and
kill Palestinians claim — falsely
— that they do this on behalf of
all Jews. Like many other Jewish
people, | say, “Not in my name.”

3) You've been a guest and
speaker at various Islamic in-
stitutions, how do you evalu-
ate your relationship with
groups and activists of Muslim

background?

In my social activism and de-
fense of Palestine, | work to-
gether with people of many
faiths, including Islam. | have
collaborated closely with Mus-
lim activists and Muslim or-
ganizations. | value my Muslim
friends as consistent opponents
of racism, including anti-Semi-
tism, which is a form of racism
directed against Jewish people.
4) You were instrumental in
the campaign to defend al-
Quds Day and made a deputa-
tion at Toronto City Hall in de-
fence of Palestine and al-Quds
Day events, and while politi-
cians are getting influenced by
Zionists and pro-Israel groups,
how might this campaign of
fear and intimidation be con-
fronted?

Some extremist supporters of
the Israeli government try to
disrupt advocacy of Palestinian
rights by falsely claiming that
it is anti-Jewish (anti-Semitic).
The best response to this slan-
der is to call for a united op-
position to all forms of racism,
including hatred of Muslims as
well as hatred of Jews.

In my collaboration with al-
Quds leaders in defense of Pal-
estinians, | learned an impor-
tant lesson on education of our
ranks. Many people confuse Ju-
daism — a religious and cultural
tradition — with Zionism, which
is a political theory promoting
inequality in Israel/Palestine.
The al-Quds leaders effectively
explain the difference between
these two concepts to their
ranks and the broader public and
express it in the chant: “|udaism,
not Zionism!"

5) There were attempts to re-
define anti-Semitism to en-
compass any criticism of “Is-
rael”; why and how would you
define anti-Semitism?
Anti-Semitism has always been
understood as signifying hatred
directed against |ewish people
because they are |ewish. My
Merriam-Webster  dictionary
explains the term as signifying
“hostility toward or discrimina-
tion against Jews as a religious,
ethnic, or racial group.”

Some pro-lsrael forces seek
to “redefine” anti-Semitism
as meaning criticism of Israel
because it has declared itself
a Jewish state. This campaign
miseducates and distracts at-
tention from the wvery real
and growing danger of hatred
against Jewish people. The “re-
definition” divides opponents of
anti-Semitism and obstructs an
effective defense.

The hatred of Jews is used by
White Supremacists in their
racist attacks against Mus-
lims, people of colour, and im-
migrants. We should reply by
insisting on the need for unity
against every form of racism,
including anti-Semitism.

6) Pro-Israel camps are at-
tempting to silence pro-Pal-
estine activists, whether aca-
demics or community leaders,
by pushing IHRA and attempt-
ing to label any criticism to
“Israel” as anti-Semitism. How
should Palestine supporters

counter their attempt?

This “redefinition” was proposed
by the IHRA — International Ho-
locaust Remembrance Assacia-
tion. It is a world-wide effort by
gavernments supporting Israel’s
policies. They want to brand
anyone who defends the right
to speak and discuss Palestin-
ian rights as anti-Jewish. But a
recent opinion poll shows that
almost 40% of Jews in Canada
are critical of the Israeli govern-
ment. The pro-Israel organiza-
tions and government are out of
touch with the views of Jewish
people in this country.
Independent Jewish Voices, a
Canada-wide network that
leads opposition to this form of
thought control, comments:
“We are deeply dismayed and
concerned with the decision by
Ontario’'s Government's deci-
sion to unanimously approve Bill
168, the Combating Anti-Sem-
itism Act, on its second reading
at Queen’s Park [February 28].
The Bill seeks to adopt the In-
ternational Holocaust Remem-
brance Alliance’s (IHRA) flawed
and controversial definition of
anti-Semitism.

While the vote at Queen’s Park
was extremely disappointing, 1|V
Canada remains committed to
the Fght against Bill 168, and
against the IHRA anti-Semi-
tism definition more broadly.
We believe that it is crucial to
fight anti-Semitism and white
supremacy, while at the same
time protecting freedom of ex-
pression and standing up for
Palestinian human rights.”

7) Even though it's illegal for
a foreign military to recruit
in Canada, last November the
IDF held recruitment drives
in Toronto, the opposition to
which was called “anti-Semi-
tism”; what is your comment
on that?

Last November 2019, extrem-
ist opponents of the Palestinian
people sponsored a meeting at
York University to glorify the Is-
raeli Defense Force (IDF), which
systematically harasses, at-
tacks, and kills Palestinian peo-
ple. Hundreds of students rallied
to peacefully express their op-
position to this action.

They were attacked by anti-Pal-
estine extremists of a rightist
hate group, the Jewish Defense
League (JOL), who wounded
some peaceful protestors. In
response to this atrocity, | call
on university administrations at
York University and elsewhere
to defend the right of students
to express their views freely on
Israel/Palestine.

| would like to also add that
the agents of war have no right
to be on campus, all the more
in that they represent the war
machine of another country.
The students of McGill Univer-
sity have come under attack be-
cause of their defense of justice
for the Palestinians. On February
16, | presented the following a
letter of support for the stu-
dents to Patrice Labeau, Vice-
Provost of Student Life and
Learning, McGill University:
“Like many Canadians, | have
heard media reports of alleged

anti-Semitism  within ~ McGill
University. | am a Jewish Holo-
caust survivor and | have en-
gaged throughout my life in
combating hatred of Jewish
people. For me, such reports are
very alarming.

| have reviewed relevant reports
on controversies at McGill this
school year, including your let-
ter of December 2, 2019 to
the McGill community. | Aind no
evidence of anti-Semitism here.
What | see is a passionate de-
bate on the politics of Israel/
Palestine.

Unfounded charges of an-
ti-Semitism are being made
against those making strong
criticisms of the Israeli govern-
ment.

These irresponsible charges
serve to put Jewish people at
risk by weakening our ability to
focus on genuine acts of anti-
Semitism, that is, “hatred of
Jews because they are Jews.”

As for the Palestinians, their ev-
ery attempt to voice grievances
is now branded as anti-Semitic.
The Palestinians, who have suf-
fered so much from lIsraeli rule,
now face an implacable attempt
to silence them entirely.

What we need at McGill and
elsewhere is a Arm defense of
the right of political advocacy,
even if directed against Israel’s
policies. This is a precondition
for effective resistance to genu-
ine anti-Semitism.”

8) Lately, at Concordia Univer-
sity you talked about “armed
anti-Nazi Muslim resistance
Aghters in WWII, standing
guard, defending them against
the Nazi soldiers” and “the
Great Mosque of Paris giving
refuge to Jews.” Would you
please elaborate on that?

| have not come across much
written history of the role of
Muslims in the anti-Nazi re-
sistance in France. However, in
my research interviewing par-
ticipants, | found much evidence
that the aid of Muslim in saving
the Jewish people from Hitler
was crucial.

Muslims acted both as individu-
als and through institutions.
Muslim civilians living in France
contributed much to the resis-
tance effort. In the rural district
where | was hidden, a village
woman told me how, as a young
girl, she had seen armed anti-
Nazi Muslim resistance fghters
standing guard, defending them
against the Nazi soldiers.
Meanwhile, in Paris, | was told,
the Great Mosque of Paris gave
refuge to Jews, assisting them
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in leaving the Nazi-occupied city
and finding safety in the coun-
tryside. They gave the persecut-
ed Jews clothing, the keffiyeh,
false papers, food, directions to
safe houses, love, and moral en-
couragement.

| saw the evidence of Muslim
courage when visiting a French
military cemetery, where a
quarter of the soldiers’ grave-
stones bore the Muslim cres-
cent. Many tens of thousands of
Muslim soldiers died fighting to
free France from the Nazis.
Most Muslims in France were
Arabs from North Africa. But |
heard several reports of Mus-
lims in the French anti-Nazi
resistance who came from the
Soviet Union.

In Algeria, which was never oc-
cupied by the Nazis, the French
colonial administration acted
on its own to put Jews in con-
centration camps, and this con-
tinued even after the U.S. and
British armies conquered the
region. Jews had come to North
Africa centuries earlier as refu-
gees from Christian persecution
in Spain. Muslim Algerians wel-
comed them then, and thereaf-
ter. (Vichy France and the Jews,
Marrus and Paxton, pps 191-
197]

Sadly, after the defeat of the
Nazis, the French state turned
against its Muslim allies and
waged a brutal war against
Algeria’'s movement for inde-
pendence. The contribution of
Muslims and other immigrants
to the anti-Nazi struggle was
omitted from official historical
accounts.

9) Would you also please share
with our readers the network
of other Jewish supporters of
Palestine?

Many |ewish-based organiza-
tions in Canada work for human
rights for Palestine. | belong to
Independent Jewish Voices Can-
ada (I}V), which has branches in
cities and universities across the
country. 1]V supports the cam-
paign for Boycott, Divestment,
and Sanctions against Israeli's
apartheid system of exclusion,
separation, and discrimination.
IV is taking the lead in current
Canada-wide efforts to oppose
“redefininganti-Semitism in a
way that threatens our right
to advocate for Palestinians.

Thank you for interviewing me
and introducing me and my
book Holocaust to Resistance:
My Journey, Fernwood Publish-
ing, to your community.
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WHY NOT WHEN WOMEN BRING MEN UP?!

Hussein Hoballah

The 8™ of March has been declared Wom-
en’s International Day and was announced
back in 1913 to help the countries of the
world eliminate discrimination against
women and to help women participate
effectively and equally in all felds of life.
In some Muslim countries, the birthday
of Holy Messenger Mohammed's blessed
daughter Lady Fatimah has been chosen
as a day for Muslim women; Lady Fatimah
has represented a role model for women
as well as for men; she has been the best
feminist, chaste, virtuous, pious, edu-
cated, literate, cultural and political role
model.

Despite all efforts since decades, women
are still facing injustice, be it in our Muslim
and Arab communities or in the Western
countries that claim advocacy for wom-
en’s rights.

In Canada in general, Muslim and Arab
women suffer greatly, whether amongst
communities or their surroundings. Within
the community, women are still act-
ing shyly and individually at most times
although they have made some progress
in the last few years.

Men's roles have been made significant,
even in women's causes, and that's
because of different reasons, including
women's refrainment from performing
their roles and the attempts of some men
to stay ahead upon belief that women
are incapable of facing the reality. In such
cases, men take the initiatives, unfortu-
nately leaving the impression that women
are governed by men and can make no
personal decisions.

In the meantime, women have shown con-
spicuous activity, surpassing men, even
when the number of such female high-
achievers is little compared to the number
of young and older women in Canada.
Today, we enjoy big feminine capacities in
different scientific and cultural felds, even
political ones. They have been noticeable
and led to great achievements that oth-
ers acknowledged even before we did,
and they have remained underestimated
within our community.

Last week, particularly on the 3rd of
March, Toronto celebrated 25 women as
the most influential within the Canadian
community; they were chosen from dif-
ferent races and social positions and
professions and have upgraded women’s
status. They left their marks last year, and
some of them have reached outstanding
levels in their careers; they have over-
come barriers to become clear examples
on women's capacities.

Among those women were three Cana-
dians of Lebanese origins: Hanadi Saad,
Caro Loth and Rola Dagher, whose
achievements we discussed in the previ-

ous publication.

Despite her limited resources and the
support of only a little number of male and
female activists, Saad has confronted Bill
21 that targets women, especially Mus-
lims. She has defended Muslim women
despite her personal and family respon-
sibilities, dedicating more time and effort
to that than to her own home. That's why
she does deserve to be chosen, and she
believes that choosing her has even made
her more responsible for keeping up her
line of action.

Caro Lotf is the executive director of
“Apathy is Boring", a nonaligned non-proft
organisation that supports youth to make
them change makers in everyday life. Lotf
works nationwide to engage Canadian
youth in democracy. It's conspicuous for
a woman of Arab origins to have reached
this position. She has increased by 12 fold
the income of her organisation, grown
her team of full-timers to more than 25,
making enough room for young women to
be decision makers and social influencers.
Rola Dagher, president of Cisco Canada, a
leader in IT, networking and cyber-secu-
rity solutions, has addressed in an article
published by the Globe and Mail her great
personal sufferance, and discussed her
mental health as a young woman, mak-
ing use of that to call for more support
to people facing mental-health challenges.
Her story has reached 3.5 M.

What those women have done confirms
the presence of big capacities within us.
That must be supported and encouraged,
first by women, then by men, who are
definitely making different achievements
in different Aelds through big institutions
they work for, whereas women are mak-
ing their achievements individually and will
definitely make greater ones if they are
given more public attention.

Women constitute a main force, but they
are being left to face lots of challenges
individually. A woman needs a man by

Hanadi Saad, Rola Dagher and Caro Lot

D

her side, making use of her achievements,
not out of weakness, but because she's
a main constituent and she’s “the other
half” and has been made to bring men up.
No community can be strong unless its
women are strong; otherwise, no man will
be strong enough within the community.
These are just discussable ideas and sug-
gestions, not generalisations on women.
The paint is to change this slow-motion
situation. Women can come up with any
convenient proposals. On International
Women’s Day, they need to do several
things, including:

- Acquiring more education on the society
where they live and the challenges they
face so that they can deal with them, and
that means more openness,

- Taking a greater part in our community’s
organistions in general, and that requires
men's support,

- Organising women’s affairs by them-
selves and doing something to change
their reality in collaboration with men to
achieve the best results. That could surely
be done without giving up on religious
codes - unlike what some have done due
to intimidation or pressure - to make the
initiative to defend their causes against
whomever wants to impose choices and
ideology to exterminate their culture, as is
the case of Quebec’s Bill 21 makers.

As long as women have shown up in the
Relds of education, culture, politics, soci-
ology, professionalism, why don't they
lead advanced community positions, just
like men do?

This is a choice that women must be
Arst convinced with, and men must not
obstruct their way so that we can face
the serious crises that are particularly
challenging women.

Where there’s a wil, there's a way; that
applies for women who do realise that
they and men should collaborate and
understand each other rather than com-
pete in rivalry.
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Aboriginals
Canadians
Overlooked

oppress and colonise the indig-

enous peoples to get to the
natural resources in their historic
homelands, said, in 2017, Uni-
versity of Toronto’s Dr Suzanne
Stewart, an advocate for Canada’s
indigenous peoples’ rights. Back
then, her quote sparked great
controversy in the country and
brought back to memory a long
history of alienation, marginalis-
tion and aggression suffered by
the aboriginals, who used to be
called the “Red Indians”.
The peoples, who make 4% of the
entire Canadian population, are
plagued by poverty, unemploy-
ment, isolation, homelessness,
victimisation by high-crime rate,
and insecurity. All that is clear in
their areas, which are now facing
several dangers due to the extrac-
tion of metals, logging, environ-
ment pollution and privatisation.
Official accounts, likewise, point
out that 4,000 indigenous women
have disappeared or been mur-
dered in the last 30 years, yet
the police has not worked hard
to uncover these mysteries. And
when it comes to the suicide rate
among the youth in reserves, it's
uite terrifying: six times greater
than that among the rest of Cana-
dians.
Because of such problems, former
chief of the Attawapiskat First
Nation Theresa Spence, went on
hunger strike in 2013 in hopes of
claiming her tribe’s requests, and
she was rushed to hospital in a
month.
The recent blockage of railways
only expresses the consistently
rising problems, which Prime Min-
ister Trudeau acknowledged once
he spoke on the uppermost UN
political stage after the first elec-
tions that saw him into office.
However, the actual steps have
been much less than anticipated.
Some readers, particularly the
newcomers to Canada, might
be shocked: How can a country
known for social providence and
aid programmes for low-income
makers, as well as contributions to
UN relief and humanitarian organ-
isations, have such a bad record
when it comes to citizens sup-
posed to be partners in the coun-
try’s riches and resources?
Eventually, that might downgrade
Canada’'s human-rights record
and blur her clear image now after
it has been ranked among the
world's fArst as to life quality and
opportunities.
So does this show a consistent
flaw in managing internal affairs,
or is it an old colonial legacy
overlooked through systematic
marginalisation and alienation?
Canadian officials, particularly law
makers, are ahead of a real test:
a situation of sufferance that can
take no more overlooking or post-
ponement, but must be labelled
a priority should the government
decide to act seriously in the near
future.

|t is of Canada's interest to

The Editors
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