5007, Forest Montreal , QC H1G 3G3

514 825 3334 - 514 807 8092

MOUNA KARAKALLI

M.Fisc., CPA auditrice, CGA

Comptable Frofessionnelle Agréce
& Fiscaliste
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chadighandour@hotmail.com

www.suttonquebec.com

CHADI GANDOUR

Courtier immobilier résidentiel

Groupe Sutton Excellence
(514) 619 1575
(514) 727 7575

514 619-1575

S |11/ MR
ROYAL LePAGE

pE/HMAY L (TR

EE!HAX 2000
DANIELLE MANSOUR
daniellem@rovallepageca

(514) 616-6660

Jaafar Serhan

C 514.996.4021 Royal LePage Tendance

Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les portes.
Obtenez le préet hypothecaire

qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

T hargue déposiée de La Bangue de Mouvelle-Ecosse

assupetties & l'approbation

6@&.‘. 0@33&

LIBANAIS

ﬂ Eleury’E
514.384.1141

* Toutes les demandes de prét hypothdcaire sont

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353
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A VENDRE

3863 rue du Colonel, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Maison de Prestige
NO. MLS: 19031144 Prix: 1 095 000%

Chambres: 4 Salles de bains: 3+1

281-283 87e Avenue, Chomedey
(Laval) Qc - Duplex
NO. MLS: 28022386 Prix: 680 0003%

JAWAD TAHA

COURTIER IMMOBILIER RESIDENTIEL

Terrain: 11,474 pi2

o y2l) Bl Ygwg a]
&y lisl| SSlolus) dBISY

4762 rue de Dundas, Chomedey
(Laval) Qc - Bungalow

NO. MLS: 22919222 Prix: 539 000%

Chambres: 4 Salles de bains: 2

3270 Av. des Ambassadeurs, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Maison Intergénération

POUR VENDRE OU ACHETER

514-299-6017

jawadtaha@royallepage.ca

ROYALLEPAGE.CA

A (UTREPRETIVEYCEOET T
ROYAL LEPAGE
S [ 11T

Du QUARTIER
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QUESTIONS ON INTERNAL & FOREIGN AFFAIRS WE

NEED TO ASK DURING ELECTION CAMPAIGNS

Hussein Hoballah

| used this column in the earlier publi-
cation to emphasise the necessity of
our participation in the elections so
that we, as a community, get politi-
cally recognised and listened to dur-
ing election campaigns. Since then,
I've received many comments, some
saying our community’'s participa-
tion in the last federal election and
earlier ones has been adequate, and
some others saying the participation,
in most regions, has been inadequate.
Both opinions have been made in
reference to the ballots in different
federal ridings, however, apart from
which opinion is right or more ac-
curate, there is a weighty truth: The
further we participate in the elec-
tions — be it voting, volunteering or
donating — the better our voices,
opinions and presence get recognised
and respected.

To make our voices heard, we need
to get candidates listening so that
we can ask our questions and discuss
our fears and interests. Otherwise,
none will listen or recognise what we
demand.

Following last month’s “National
Action Summit on Islamophobia”,
a meeting was held by a prominent
community activist and an active
and influential member of one of the
major political parties. How the sum-
mit went and was organised, and
the resulting recommendations and
community reactions were discussed
during the meeting, which lasted over
two hours.

The activist reports telling the party
member that Islamophaobia has made
things hard for us and brought a great
danger upon us, but that government
officials from the Liberal Party and
other parties have been tackling the
issue satisfactorily and very progres-
sively.

However, another issue, the activist
points out, has been worrying many
among our community, and it's no
less dangerous than Islamophobia:
Canada’s official endorsement of the
IHRA's definition of anti-Semitism,
which treats any criticism targeting
Israel as anti-Semitic, and therefore
intimidates activists acting to coun-
ter Israel's aggressions against Pal-

; 1.1 L1 -

Trudeau during a campaign tour visit to the VeriForm
plant in Ontario (Image via Trudeau’s Twitter page)

estinian civilians, labels them as anti-
Semites, and threatens their career
and education pursuits.

Apart from how the discussion ended
up, the community activist reports
the party member has met a lot of
known community Agures during his
visits but that was the frst time, he
said, anyone would discuss this issue
with him.

That's why it's imperative that we
limit not our gatherings with the
candidates or politicians of any party
to taking pictures, which will benefit
them more than they might benefit
us. We must, instead, engage in dis-
cussions on the internal and foreign
issues that matter to us.
Simultaneously, we need to distin-
guish the issues the federal govern-
ment may work on from the ones
that need the provincial govern-
ments’ work, as some of our com-
munity’s public-welfare advocates
believe.

As for which to prioritise: internal
affairs or foreign ones, the debate
among the concerned is growing
stronger, sometimes too serious.
Some see local issues are atop all
priorities; whereas others believe
Canada’s foreign policy is what mat-
ters Arst.

Local issues are important; they do
matter to our community, too, and
they’re being debated by the political
parties — be they economic, environ-
mental, social or related to internal
politics...

And very important to us are issues
like providing healthcare, local job
opportunities and affordable hous-
ing, in addition to tackling issues
like the amount of taxes imposed,
the pandemic, federal defcit, immi-
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gration policy and transparency and
honestr in the federal government,
as well as protecting the rights of
religious minorities and Aghting rac-

. ism in society. Though those issues

influence our every-day lives, there
are foreign-policy issues that are as
important to us.

' Speaking of foreign affairs, London’s

“Canadian Palestinian Social Asso-
ciation”, as well as “Independent Jew-
ish Voices” have recommended that
voters ask some important ques-
tions when candidates may knock on
their doors for support. Among the
top questions are:

“Do you think it's fair to cancel trade
agreements with Israel until they
comply with international law? Two-
way merchandise trade between
Canada and Israel was valued at more
than $1.6 billion in 2020."

“Do you think Canada should be trad-
ing weapons with countries that have
a record of violating human rights?
Canada has a 36 million dollar con-
tract with “Elbit Systems”, an Israeli
weapons company whose drones are
used to bomb civilians in Gaza”

“As my MP, would you support a ban
on imports from illegal Israeli settle-
ments? Israeli settlements are il-
legal according to international law.
Canada can pressure Israel to com-
ply with international law by applying
sanctions to products made in those
settlements.”

At this point, | recall the incidents of
a press conference that brought to-
gether Arab media and former Min-
ister of International Trade Peter
Van Loan. It was back in 2008 when
the government was led by Stephen
Harper, and “Sada al-Mashrek” asked
Minister Van Loan, how Canada
could still accept to import products
manufactured in territories consid-
ered occupied by international law.
“Canada supports peace among Pal-
estinians and Israelis and the two-
state solution,” answered Van Loan.
And when he was asked about his
blurry answer while he was leaving
the press conference, he made a big
smile, adding he was aware he has
made a blurry answer.

In any case, another question should
be asked concerning the Canadian-
Saudi Arms deal in time when Saudi
Arabia has been using Canadian ar-
mament to kill Yemeni civilians. One
other question, too, should be how
legitimate it is to conflate criticising
Israel with anti-Semitism...

Now it must be pointed out that an
open letter has been signed by 39
scholars, experts, and former diplo-
mats and initiated by the “Institute
for Peace and Diplomacy” to “urge all
federal party leaders to recognise the
importance of foreign policy issues
and international affairs in the cur-
rent election campaign.”

The signatories have as well ex-
pressed belief that “Canada’s secu-
rity and prosperity will be contingent
on how its political parties define and
enact its foreign policy.”

At the end of the day, which issues
are more urgent, and which should
guide our positions on political par-
ties: the internal or foreign? That's
what we’d like to see widely debated
within our community assemblies so
that when the Election Day's there
we can vote conscientiously.

“Sada al-Mashrek” will raise these
questions in the coming days, so
we'll be glad to listen to our reader’s
standpoints.

Has Trudeau Rushed the
Elections?
Prime Minister Trudeau's call for
the federal Election Day to be held
too soon, on September 20th, is
an attempt at gaining mare parlia-
mentary seats to form a majority
government, observers say. That
is, maintaining a minority govern-
ment forces him to join forces with
the NDP or Bloc Quebecaois to pass
his schemes and agendas in parlia-
ment...
However, some fear a majority gov-
ernment won't be gained, leaving
room for yet another term of office
for a minority government. Recent
polls have shown a slight difference
between the support given to the
governing Liberals and that to the
opposing Conservatives, especially
when the Liberals’ platform doesn’t
include promises substantially dif-
ferent from the other parties’...
After all, talk of the generous sup-
port benefits for the workers
who've lost their jobs during the
pandemic and the subsidies for the
businesses forced to close doesn't
hide the chaos that Canada expe-
rienced when the pandemic Arst
struck; Many elder-care home resi-
dents died, and Canada went short
of masks and protective medical
gear after the US and China had
limited their supply.
Things got even worse as Canada
could not initially provide the re-
quired amounts of the Covid-19
vaccines; Canada ranked among
the group of developing countries
in terms of the numbers of vac-
cinated citizens; not enough vac-
cine doses could be imported from
the US, and AstraZeneca had to
be brought to All the shortage.
Canadians, however, began to get
sceptical of the British vaccine
after multiple reports of Vaccine-
Induced Thrombotic Thrombocy-
topenia (VITT) surfaced, and health
authorities had to minimise the ad-
ministration of AstraZeneca doses.
Another issue that hasn't earned
Trudeau'’s government much popu-
larity is imposing the carbon tax on
Canadian industries in time when
the neighbouring US and other big
industrial countries like China have
not implemented such protocols.
That is, the tax won't be facilitat-
ing things for Canadian products
in competition with others in the
global market. Still, the Liberals are
making promises to impose further
taxes, which might divert industri-
alists’ support from Trudeau and
direct them to the Tories that have
always favoured big corporations
and economic growth over all.
So are these issues and others go-
ing to make it harder for Trudeau to
gain a majority government? Prob-
ably the Canadian public doesn’t
think, too, it's the right time for
the elections since we're amid the
fourth COVID-19 wave and cases
are growing higher. Trudeau might,
thus, pay for his “selfishness and
greed” as the NDP leader has put
it, rushing the elections without
guaranteeing an actual change.
Anyway, the election campaign and
ensuing interactions and credible
opinion polls will be giving us an
idea of what we should be expect-
ing in the remaining few weeks...
Let's wait.

The Editors
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v Augmentation annuelle permanente
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