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We've got the right mortgage for you

v

Contact me:

Marc Abinader

Manager,

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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1756 rue du Bordeaux, (Vaudreuil-Dorion)
Qc - Maison Intergénération
NO. MLS: 28985533 Prix: 649 000%

A VENDRE

Chambres: 6 Salles de bains: 2

4762 rue de Dundas,

(Saint-Lazare) Qc - Maison a étages
NO. MLS: 14118247 Prix: 695 000%

Chambres: 4 Salles de bains: 1+1

3863 rue du Colonel, Duvernay
{Laval) Qc - Maison de Prestige
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DENIS CODERRE MUST CLARIFY
HIS STANCE!

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

In time of every federal, provincial
or municipal election campaign,
candidates work hard to gain voter
support, giving an ear to poten-
tial voters’ requests and waorking
to achieve them. The bigger any
camp'’s active voter base becomes,
the better response it gets. Once
those camps make careful, well-
planned requests to candidates,
none will overlook them, especially
when the requesters are largely
represented and well-known and
influential. In that case, they can
communicate their demands to
decision-makers in no time.

In contrast, the entreaties of any
voter base that doesn’t actively
participate in the elections will get
no attention, no matter how big
the base is. Besides, if those en-
treaties are not made to officials,

none will take interest in them nor |

even bother to discover them. Ul-
timately, a lot of politicians base
their stances and decisions upon
interests, not certain princiFles.
During the parliamentary elections
held in Canada some weeks ago, we
didn’t hear that an Muslim% Arab
community group had communi-
cated any requests to the running
parties. Why on earth didn’t anyone
speak out? Within our community,
there are big complaints against
certain parties. So when those
complaints are not brought to of-
ficials, a meticulous review should
be made to make things right.
Today, ahead of Quebec’s municipal
elections, which will be held on No-
vember 7th, we hear that no com-
munity representatives have voiced
their concerns or asked specific
guestions to the candidates. Even-
tually, the stances of some candi-
dates might compromise essential
causes of our community, affecting
out future.

Other communities are way ahead
of us. For instance, the well-known
Jewish-community organisation
“B'nai B'rith” says that on Octo-
ber 8th it made specific appeals to
Montreal's municipal candidates.
“B’nai B'rith” is encouraging its sup-
porters to vote for the candidate
promising to take care of the organ-
isation’s questions and entreaties.
(This link could be checked for fur-
ther details: https:/fwww.bnaibrith.
ca/bnai-brith-canada-parle-des-
enjeux-communautaires-aux-can-
didats-a-la-mairie-de-montreal-
bnai-brith-canada-speaks-to-
montreal-mayoral-candidates-a-
bout-community-issues/.)

Asking website visitors to note
that “B’'nai B'rith has not endorsed
candidates for this election,” the
organisation says it hopes to play
a role in “aiding and informing our
valued community members in all
regions of Canada” and “hopes this
guide will assist voters seeking to
participate in the democratic pro-
cess.”” The organisation stresses
that it is “merely providing commu-
nity members with as much mate-
rial as possible on issues of com-
munity concern.”

The Canadian pro-Israel group’s
statement adds that “Candi-
date Coderre is fully committed

to adopting the International Ho-
locaust Remembrance Alliance’s
(IHRA) definition of anti-Semitism.
In addition, Mr Coderre’s party indi-
cated that as an opposition party,
it brought a mation in 2020 to the
City Council in favour of the adop-
tion of IHRA” “B’nai B'rith” adds
that “the Plante Administration did
not support the motion” and, unlike
Coderre, did not respond to the or-
ganisation’s October questionnaire.
Coderre’s “full commitment” must
have been warmly welcomed by
“B’nai B'rith” and its supporters
and represented populations. But
it has disturbed a lot of Muslim-
community members, who do op-
pose anti-Semitism but refuse to
conflate criticism of lIsrael with
anti-Semitism. Notably, the Arab/
Muslim community, alongside many
other Canadians, constantly takes
action to oppose Israel’s daily re-
pressive practices against Palestin-
ians. For example, the Sheikh Jarrah
incidents that happened earlier
this year were widely denounced
in Canada, eliciting protests in all
Canadian cities. Likewise, the Arab/
Muslim community today denounc-
es the Jerusalem-occupying Israeli
municipal authorities’ attempts to
build parks and stadia on the land
of the “Yeusefya Cemetery’, which
parallels the eastern fencing of “al-
Masjid al-Agsa”, nears the “Lions’
Gate”, and overlooks the slopes of
the “Mount of Olives”.

Accordingto the IHRA's website, an-
ti-Semitism “manifestations might
include the targeting of the state of
Israel, conceived as a |ewish collec-
tiviti/. However, criticism of Israel
similar to that leveled against any
other country cannot be regarded
as anti-Semitic.” This link could
be used for further details:https://
www.holocaustremembrance.com/

R !‘.-_'

ar/resources/working-defnitions-
charters/altryf-almly-llasamyt. But
the argument is a just a way to si-
lence those who oppose the Israeli
occupation and violations of Pal-
estinians’ rights. Coderre, who has
approved of the argument, is asked
to make a clear stance to differ-
entiate between criticism of Israel
and ant-Semitism. Voicing concern
over the conflation of criticism of
Israel with anti-Semitism, “Inde-
pendent Jewish Voices” has docu-
mented online examples in many
countries, including Canada, “where
the IHRA defnition has been used,
or significant attempts have been
made, to cancel events or silence
Palestine solidarity movements.”
This link could be used to visit the
page: https://www.ijvcanada.org/
ihra-defnition-at-work/.

“Sada al-Mashrek” has complained
to some candidates on Coderre’s
list, who say they oppose the oc-
cupying authorities’ violations. We
have as well requested that we in-
terview Coderre and hope to have
that done before the election day.
We have been told that a commu-
nity representative has contacted
Mr. Coderre to make him aware of
how critical his stance is and to ask
for an instant clarification. But un-
til the publishing of this leader, we
haven’t heard any clear response
regarding the “very undesirable
stance”, as a main community rep-
resentative says.

Above all, we are heavily Farticipat—
ing in Quebec’s municipal elections.
The candidates’ positions must be
examined so that we can fAind out
what they plan to do as to our vari-
ous daily internal affairs and some
foreign affairs that matter to us.
Until then, we can depend on the
candidates’ declared stances to
make the right choice.

Canadian Arabs €& Systemic
Racism!
A new survey conducted in Canada sug-
gests that Canadian Arabs, like other
minorities, are subject to systemic rac-
ism, which is prevalent within the Cana-
dian community and might affect Arabs’
chances to immigrate to Canada, live like
other Canadians, contribute to prosper-
ity, join the workforce, and be saved from
other’s prejudgements about Arabs’ lives
and manners.
The organisations in charge of the survey
had long before noticed that Canadian Ar-
abs face systemic racism. The organisa-
tions believe systemic racism appears in
different forms: opposing the immigration
of Arabs, racially stereotyping Canadian
Arabs, and the unpleasant stereotypes of
Arabs and the Arab culture.
Participants from different social groups
were asked eight questions that would
show their views and the underlying indi-
cators of bias against Arabs. The answers
were similar...
The study reveals an alarming trend in rac-
ist attitudes against Arabs, especially in
specific sectors of the Canadian commu-
nity. The study also shows that Canadians
tend to view Arabs more negatively than
other ethnicities. Arabs are constantly
seen of a lesser rank among positive ste-
reotypes and of a greater rank among neg-
ative stereotypes.
Compared to Europe and East Asia, Arabs
are thought to be less likely to show toler-
ance and openness or to take part in com-
munity service. The study also shows that
Arabs are prone, twice as East Asians or
European descendants, to be considered
violent (15%), biased (21%), and misogy-
nistic (48%). Whereas supporters of the
Conservative Party have a more unpleas-
ant impression on Arabs, supporters of the
NDP view Arabs more favourably.
The Feld study reports that Canadian Ar-
abs are racially stereotyped in parallel with
the racial profiling of the other racialised
communities. According to SVPM data
collected between 2014 and 2017, inves-
tigations into Arabs’ conduct accounted
for 79% of Montreal's Arab population.
That makes Arabs the third most targeted
population after the blacks (16.5%) and
abariginals (17.9%) of Canada.
The survey states that Arab youth (15-
24 vears old) were four times as likely
as white youth to be targeted by street
searches.
In Ottawa, a police report mentions that
when the population ratio is considered,
drivers from the Middle East top the
groups that get arrested.
Other forms of racial stereotyping, too,
target Arabs more than others. In the first
days of the so-called “war on terror”, which
immediately followed the 9/11 attacks,
Canada's Arab and Muslim communities
were racially stereotyped by heightened-
security enforcers. The measures included
extraditing defendants to other states
where they would be tortured, excessive
surveillance, airport security screening,
asset freezing, and exchange of names
with foreign security agencies...
Arabs are often thought to be Muslims, so
they get affected by heightened national-
security powers, which have an inappro-
priate impact on Muslim communities. For
instance, bills like C-24 (which allows the
government to withdraw residency for na-
tional-security reasons) and C-51 (which
amplifies “counterterrorism” surveillance)
have been drafted.
Is any of the politicians who claim repre-
senting the Arab community waorking on
changing these draconian laws and push-
ing for just legislations for all?

The Editors
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