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Talal Taha )

COURTIER IMMOBILIER AGREE
Chartered Real Estate Agent

Cell:(519824-7670
taha_talal@hotmail.com
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Bur.:(514)333-0490
Cell: (514)824-7670
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We've got the right mortgage for you

v
Contact me:
Marc Abinader

Manager,

Tel: 514 961 5508

Mobile Mortgage Specialist

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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281-283 B7e Avenue, Chomedey
(Laval) Qc - Duplex

NO. MLS: 28022386 Prix: 680 000%
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WOMEN ARE THE MOST VISIBLE VICTIMS OF THE
ISLAMOPHOBIA IDEOLOGY: CMF

ML ILMF

Farnm Musnlman

The following is the Canadian Muslim Forum (FMC-
CMF) statement about Islamophaobia summit July
22nd 2021

Following the terror attack in London, Ontario; the
2017 terror aggression in Quebec City; the violent
assaults against Muslim women across the coun-
ty; and the surge of hate incidents and speech
against Canadian Muslims, Islam and their values,
it has become extremely clear that Islamophaobia
as an extreme form of hate is a security threat
to our nation and to the harmony of our Canadian
society.

As the bitter facts become undeniable, the impor-
tance of the Islamophobia summit becomes more
of an urgent need. The proposed summit should
provide an opportunity for a deep and a profound
discussion on the issue at the tables of the gov-
ernment, political, and civic stakeholders with ob-
jective of concluding with very concrete short, mid
and long term proposals and solutions.
Declaration points:

eHate speech: There is a clear difference between
freedom of speech and hate speech. Hate speech
leads to hate, and freedom of speech leads to an
enrichment of democracy. Any speech that leads
to violence and bigotry should not fall under the
reason for freedom of speech.

eSocial media: while respecting freedom of speech,
there is a need for solid legislations to assert
that social media platforms are not turned into
feeding podiums for racism and prejudice. Those
who preach violent hate should be identified and
brought to justice.

sExtreme right and supremacy-based ideologies
that leads to violence should be addressed as they
are the creeds that are being adopted by the per-
petrators of the violent Islamophobic terror as-
saults and aggressions.

eLaws and rules, although at the provincial levels,
have implications that hit Canadian citizens hard.
As evidence, Bill 21 clearly targets Quebecois
young women because of their choice of dress and
beliefs. One survey after the other prove that the
implications of Bill 21 has deepened the Islamo-
phobic wounds and for so many, it invited hate
against Canadian Muslims mainly in Quebec.
eAddressing openly what media reports have called
a toxic Islamophaobic environment within some of
the Canadian federal security agencies. This sort of
atmosphere has its very severe influence on even
the process of decision-making in courts, refugee
claimants, and the targeting of Canadian citizens
and residents based on their religious and ethnic
backgrounds.

eHidden racism is one of the most complicated
challenges that needs a special approach from the
authorities to be able to be tackled and addressed.
Hidden racism is mainly demonstrated in job mar-
ket hiring, career opportunities and the occupy-
ing of higher posts. It's also manifested in what is
considered as a double standard when it comes
Canadian Muslims in particular. As an example,
the impacts of the Youth Protection Agency in
Quebec--although a provincial body-- are felt by
Canadian citizens and residents in the province.
There are many negative incidents related to how
the Youth Protection Agency in Quebec dealt with
issues relating to Muslim families, and it's widely
believed that these dealings would have been less
severe if the families were non-Muslims.
eSecurity and safety of Muslim Canadians: FMC-
CMF believes that one of most dangerous aspects
of Islamophobia is the violence and terror directed
at Muslim citizens and their institutions across
the country. As Canada have witnessed a spike in
such incidents, it's becoming much more urgent

fanadian Muclim

for an action-inclusive plan to address such a very
alarming phenomena before it gets out of control
and claims more innocent Canadians lives.

eOne of the positive narratives in facing Islamo-
phobia could be by clearly recognizing the contri-
bution of Canadian Muslims in the society at large
and at all social, economic and political levels.
eWomen are the most visible victims of the Is-
lamophobia ideology and the extreme populist el-
ements in society. Opening opportunities to Ca-
nadian Muslim women in key positions is another
component that sends a clear message that all
Canadians are equal and all can join the efforts in
making Canada a multicultural country.

Concrete infrastructure to address Islamophobia
has been made in tangible moves within the last
few years, starting at the adoption of Petition
e-411 that led to both the condemnation of Is-
lamophobia twice at the House, and consequently
to private motion, M103, and its recommenda-
tions. Furthermore, came the outlining of the defi-
nition of Islamophobia by the federal ministry of
Heritage, and the designation of January 29 as the
day of action against Islamophaobia.

Sincere political will, clear policies and rules, and
cooperation with civic societies and communities
can bring us all as Canadians closer to diminishing
the impact of hate, racism, and bigotry in Canada.
FMC-CMF is looking forward to the summit on Is-
lamophobia and the conclusive plans on how to
deal with the subject matterin a timely fashion at
all levels of influence in Canadian society.

Samer Majzoub, president.
Initiator of petition e-411, recognition and con-

demnation of all forms of Islamohpaobia in Canada.
smajzoub@fmc-cmf.com
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THURSDAY'S SUMMIT IS AWAITED... A SLAP
ON THE WRIST WON'T SUFFICE

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

Even though the attacks, insults and
hate befalling Canadian Muslims have
been being condemned by Canada’s
most senior officials, these Muslims
are still being targeted in different
provinces. The newest reForted in-
cident has been anti-Muslim graffiti
sprayed around the Newton area in
Surrey, BC, including graffiti near a
mosque. Just a day earlier, Baitul Ka-
reem Mosque in Cambridge, ON was
severely damaged. Two days earlier
in a parking lot, a woman in hijab and
her daughter were attacked by a man,
who shouted racial slurs at them and
threatened and tried to kill them.
Likewise, it has been reported that
Muslims in some government servic-
es have been discriminated against,
as has happened to a senior Muslim
female CSIS officer. “Human Concern
International”, headquartered in Ot-
tawa, has as well stated that Islamic
cgarities have been “unfairly target-
ed.”

Thereupon, words of condemnation no
longer suffice to end the anti-Muslim
camclaaigns. Muslims in this country
need something that will bring them
back the security they're losing every
day. After all, some attacks have been
lethal. A recent London, ON attack
has sent shock waves through Cana-
da, ending the lives of 4 family mem-
bers and injuring their 9-year-old. In
2019 as well, a Muslim man’s throat
was slit near an Etobicoke mosque.
In early 2017, six men praying at the
Quebec Grand Mosque were mar-
tyred, too. Both Muslim women and
masjids have continuously been being
targeted in different provinces.
Perhaps next Thursday’'s summit on
Islamophobia, which will tackle Can-
ada’'s Muslims’ circumstances, will
lead to concrete decisions to end Is-
lamophobia and even all forms of hate
threatening the entire Canadian com-
munity and its outstanding multicul-
turalism.

The July 22nd summit was pressed for
by NDP’s London-Fanshawe MP Lind-
say Mathyssen in the House of Com-
mons on Friday, July 9th. Mathyssen
stressed the urgencz of holding the
summit meeting before the end of
July, and her motion was unanimously
passed, forcing the summit.

Minister of Diversity and Inclusion and
Youth Bardish Chagger, on behalf of
the Canadian government, has en-
dorsed the call to hold the “National
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Summit on Islamophobia,” which is
to be commenced at 12:00 p.m. and
ended at 6:00 p.m. (ET).

In a statement addressing the Mus-
lims community’'s prominent fAgures
and institutions, Minister Chagger ex-
plained that “the purpose of this sum-
mit is for members of the community
to provide the Government of Canada
with tangible ideas, actions, and sug-
gestions as we continue to combat
Islamophabia and hate in Canada.”
Chagger as well explained that “the
information gathered from the ses-
sions will offer ways in which the
Government of Canada can work with
Muslim community leaders and or-
ganisations to facilitate greater co-
herence, alignment, and coordination
between the Government of Canada
and civil society to eliminate all forms
of Islamophobia and hate in Canada.
The presentations and speakers will
feature diverse grassroots and com-
munity leaders, academics and nota-
ble Agures from Muslim communities
across Canada.”

As preparations are underway, it
might be helpful to commend the
Canadian government's call for the
conference. However, it seems kind
of an incomplete step with no senior
Muslim community leader designated
to represent the government at the
summit. As Minister Chagger an-
nounced, in contrast, the government
has elected former minister Irwin Col-
ter to represent it at the summit on
anti-Semitism, which is to be held
next Wednesday, a day earlier than
the one on Islamophabia.

Definitely, electing a politician like
Cotler will largely contribute to ma-

jor decisions by the summit on anti-
Semitism, which will help put an end
to the suffering of the Jewish commu-
nity. Cotler was named Special Envoy
on Preserving Holocaust Remem-
brance and Combatting Anti-Semi-
tism back in November 2020.

But leauinﬁ the summit on Islamo-
phobia with no special representative
might imply the recommendations
the summiteers will make won’'t be
seriously considered.

It is stilrhoped that this fact will not
affect the summit's conclusions in
time when the threats surrounding
Muslims here every day necessitate
immediate and decisive actions.
Many Muslim organisations and Ffg-
ures have welcomed the news on the
summit, making relevant motions and
remarks that the federal government
should consider.

In some of those motions, many rea-
sons igniting Islamophabic incidents
have been pointed out alongside the
ways to confront them. If they are se-
riously considered, that'll really help all
efforts made to end hate.

Rooted within some of the numerous
extremist groups in Canada, racism
and anti-Muslim sentiments must
be earnestly tackled by the govern-
ing party and the others, especially in
provinces like Quebec, where the laws
discriminate against Muslims.

For instance, the provincial govern-
ment has endorsed Bill 21, which
prevents Muslim hijabis from work-
ing in public services. The bill must be
confronted with a clear stance by the
federal government and parties, and
serious work must be done to mis-
carry it.

At the end of the day, Bill 21 has
stirred racism against Muslims and
created an antagonist environment.
Muslim women with and without hi-
jab, as well as Muslim men, have been
feeling belittled ever since the bill was
passed.

Thursday’s conference is awaited in
hopes of a new stage with decisive
and enforced anti-Islamophobic rec-
ommendations. That way Canada can
remain home for diversity, multicul-
turalism, personal liberty and freedom
of expression and religion. No room
can be left for attacks, animosity or
hate.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
all officials in charge are asked to
“be tougher on perpetrators of hate
crimes,” We can't slap them on the
wrist and let them walk out the door
the next day. We have to have some
tough sentences,” as Ontario Premier
Doug Ford put it following the Baitul
Kareem Mosque attack.”

AL-ASSAD’S REGAINED
POWER VS CANADIAN
REJECTION

Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad has won his fourth time
in office following the elections,
in which 75% of the country’s
eligible population has partici-
pated. Ahead of the elections
in May, contrastingly, Canada’s
Press Secretary at Foreign Af-
fairs Canada, Syrine Khoury,
declared that Canada “con-
demned” running the elections
without constitutional amend-
ment that “guaranteed their
freedom and reliability.”

In parallel, the US and some
European countries doubted
the legitimacy of Syria’s elec-
tions, asking that they be
cancelled. China, Iran, as well
as Russia and the remaining
“BRICS” states supported the
elections, showing how split
the world has been as regards
the Syrian leadership.

Things in the past were even
worse. As the unrest began in
Syria, the Canadian govern-
ment ended its diplomatic re-
lations with Damascus, closing
Ottawa’'s Syrian embassy de-
spite the presence of'a notable,
veteran Syrian community in
Canada.

Lately, Ottawa has denied so-
cial-media rumours suggesting
that Ontario had readied elec-
tions polls for the Syrian com-
munity so that they participate
in the elections. Ottawa as
well denied that Syria had of-
ficially asked for that, adding it
wouldn’t have allowed it even if
Syria had actually done so...
These declarations imply the
governing Liberals have no in-
tentions to reconsider their
severed diplomatic relations
with Syria, although some
Gulf and Arab countries, who
funded the war on Syria, have
shown desire to reopen their
embassies in Damascus.
European  countries  have
shown a similar desire, though
in the past, they supported the
Syrian opposition and tried to
topple the Syrian regime and
replace it with a submissive,
normalising-with-Israel re-
gime. The countries’ new ap-
peals show they are recogni-
sant of the new reality and of
the failure of the terrorist war
on Syria.

So what's preventing Foreign
Affairs Canada from showing a
kind of realistic, pragmatic pol-
icy when it comes to Syria, just
like Canadian foreign diplomacy
has been, especially in regions
of conflict and turmoil??

Why is the Liberal Party copy-
ing the approach of the Con-
servatives in opposition? After
all, during their period in office,
they turned foreign policy into
selective work, at times show-
ing concern for moral and hu-
manitarian issues in certain
countries, while overlooking
them in other places, even vio-
lating those moral and humani-
tarian grounds in countries like
Yemen, Ghaza and Bahrain.

So are policies tailored for the
sake of profits, or are they real
commitments to national and
international principles, con-
ventions and charters??

The Editors
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