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CHADI GANDOUR

Courtier immobilier résidentiel
Groupe Sutton Excellence

(514) 619 1575
(514) 727 7575

chadighandour@hotmail.com

514 619-1575

www.suttonquebec.com
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JaafarSerhan

C 514.996.4021

Des conseils hypothécaires

qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

T Mamgue déposée de La Bangue de Nouvelle-Ecosse
assupetiies 5 |'approbation

6@&.‘. 0@33&

LIBANAIS

ﬂ Eleury’E
514.384.1141

* Toutes les demandes

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353
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1756 rue du Bordeaux, (Vaudreuil-Dorion)
Qc - Maison Intergénération
MO. MLS: 28985533 Prix: 649 000%

A VENDRE

4762 rue de Dundas,
(Saint-Lazare) Qc - Maison a étages

NO. MLS: 14118247 Prix: 695 0008

Chambres: 6 Salles de bains: 2

3863 rue du Colonel, Duvernay
{Laval) Qc - Maison de Prestige

JAWAD TAHA

COURTIER IMMOBILIER RESIDENTIEL

s ) Mol gy S
i) (S5l L BIS)

3270 Av. des Ambassadeurs, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Maison Intergénération

Chambres: 4 Salles de bains: 1+1

POUR VENDRE OU ACHETER

514-299-6017

jawadtaha@royallepage.ca
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Testament, Mandat et Mariage Civil
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1150, rue de Louvain Ouest .bureau 202
en face du Marché Central) Montréal, Québec H4N 1G5

Tel: 514-940-1011 / Fax: 514-940-0162
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* Enregistrem ent des anfreprises
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We've got the right mortgage for you

Contact me:

Marc Abinader

Managet,

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING FORTHCOMING LEBANESE
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN 2022

The Consulate General of
Lebanon invites citizens [ nes
lebanese [ es residing in Que-
bec who wish to vote in the
2022 parliamentary elections,
to register on the electoral
lists between 01.10.2021 and
20.11.2021 at midnight Bei-
rut time (17 pm Quebec time)
according to one of the fol-
lowing two procedures:
1-Electronic Recording:

It is possible to register online
directly on https://diaspo-
ravote.mfa.gov.lb or on the
election page on the website
of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Emigrants: www.
mfa.gov.lb, from 01/10/2021
to 20/11/2021, following the
steps below:

a-First step: account creation
(complete all personal infor-
mation)

b-Second step: account acti-
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vation. Clicking on the e-link
received by email at the end
of the Frst step is essential
to activate the account and
proceed following it.

c-Third step: Choose diplo-
matic or consular mission and
complete the exact address.
d-Step: Locate the name on
the voter registration (pos-
sible when Arabic is chosen
as a language), then complete
the information and verify
anE error.

e-Hfth step: download the
necessary documents for
registration.

The documents necessary for
registration are as follows:
a-Lebanese identity card OR
Lebanese civil status extract
OR Lebanese passport
b-proof of residence in Can-
ada: Canadian passport OR
permanent resident card OR

driving license OR proof of
temporary residence (study
or work permit with Lebanese
passport)

2-In-Person Recording:

It is possible to register in
person with the Consulate
General in Montreal, showing
up with the required docu-
ments.

Note: Having a record in the
Consulate General does not
mean you are registered on
the voters lists. It is impera-
tive to register specifically
for this purpose, within the
deadline.

For  further information,
please contact the Consulate
General in Montreal at:

(514) 276-2638 ext 2342

or by email at : consuliban@
bellnet.ca or elections@con-
sulibanmontreal.org

“MUSLIM & ARAB COMMUNITIES NEED TO BEEF UP THEIR SKILLS ON RISK CONTROL
MEASURES,” QUEBECKER WARNS AFTER CONCORDIA STARBUCKS ANTI-IMMIGRANT INCIDENT

Zeinab Merai, Sada al-

Mashrek

“A victim was there, in the
middle of downtown Mon-
treal, being humiliated for
his English while there were
thirty or forty people in the
café. How come they kept
sitting?!

The victim was clearly not
a white man; it should have
immediately triggered some
sort of solidarity...”

A concerned Quebecker says
he wants to “disseminate
amongst Muslim and Arab
diaspora an incident of ra-
cial abuse and anti-immi-
grant bigotry in the vicinity
of Concordia University in
downtown Montréal, in or-
der to make the Muslims and
Arab communities aware.”
Speaking to “Sada al-
Mashrek”, the Pakistani Ca-
nadian Muslim has chosen
to remain anonymous. That's
why the term “Conscien-
tious Citizen” will be used in
the article to refer to him.
The Montreal incident

“l had an unpleasant experi-
ence on September 23rd at
Montreal's Concordia Uni-
versity campus, which has
got a Ueri/ large Arab student
body, including Lebanese.

| was at a Starbucks, and |
witnessed racial abuse and
humiliation of a new immi-
grant at the hands of'a Star-
bucks barista in front of ev-
eryone in the store. | knew |
would blame myself later if |
didn’t do something... | was
thinking to myself, ‘Just get
out of your comfort zone
and stand up! So | ended up
standing up and creating a
lictle bit of a scene there.”

A parallel US incident

The  Pakistani Canadian
Muslim, whose Twitter page
shows a lot of dedication
for humanitarian and social
causes says he wants “to
get the story out because
Starbucks is in everyone's
life. Even if you go to Mecca,
as soon as you get out of al-
Masijid al-Haram [the Great
Mosque of Meccal, there’s a
Starbucks... As much as they
are present everywhere in
the world, they've also been
in hot water because of their
racial issues and prejudice.”

Indeed, on 16 April 2018,
two black men waiting for a
friend at a Philadelphia Star-
bucks were treated unfairly.
Writer and activist Melissa
De Pino, who shared a video
that went viral and triggered
wide outrage recounted that
“the police were called be-
cause these men hadn’t or-
dered anything. They were
waiting for a friend to show
up, who did as they were
taken out in handcuffs for
doing nothing. All the other
white people are wonder-
ing ‘why it's never happened
to us when we do the same
thing”

The wvery next day, Star-
bucks announced it would
close more than 8,000 of
its stores in the US in the
afternoon of May 29th “to
conduct racial-bias educa-
tion geared toward prevent-
ing discrimination” at the
company-owned stores. The
company also said that the
training was going to “be
provided to nearly 175,000
partners (employees) across
the country, and will become
part of the onboarding pro-
cess for new partners.”

“A huge deal”

“This was a huge deal. Imag-
ine the money Starbucks
makes in one day,’ says
Conscientious Citizen. Con-
cerning the “expense of the
company’s day of anti-bias
training”, “BNN Bloomberg”
reported that it was “esti-
mated by Bloomberg to cost
around US$16.7 million in
lost sales. But maintaining
the status quo would have
also been costly.” The Ca-
nadian business-news net-
work as well mentioned that
“according to “Apex Mar-
keting Group”, which mea-
sures the value of media
exposure, the company suf-
fered nearly US$16 million
in negative press reports.”
(hteps://www.bnnbloomberg.
ca/racist-incident-brought-
starbucks-16-million-in-
negative-press-1.1085051)
Notably, the American mul-
tinational coffee company
has fallen into several other
controversies, including is-
sues with its own baristas.
“I needed to step in”

“IF' | hadn’t stood up to sup-

Eort that person, he would
ave got insulted even more,
and he wasn't even able to
understand what was hap-
pening to him,” Conscien-
tious Citizen recalls, esti-
mating the victim was in his
ffties.
“I knew they could have
called the police on me, lied
or made up an issue, but it
was just not possible to keep
sitting and say that ‘Oh, at
least my reputation is intact’
and keep myself safe... So
there we were: two people
surrounded by an all-white
employee base and quite a
few white customers. Ob-
viously there were 30-40
people in the café at that
time.”
Conscientious Citizen says
a lot of the customers were
Arab; the area is populated
by many Lebanese and other
Arab communities.
“What | noticed is that they
all knew that | was having a
heated exchange, but none
of them bothered to support
me and the victim; they all
either looked the other way
or were laughing, as if we had
been putting a show there.
| want to give them the ben-
efit of the doubt; | am not
saying they were all cow-
ards... This barista there was
trying to humiliate the immi-
grant by insulting his Eng-
lish... How come no one knew
how to support a person
who was taking a stand?!”
Conscientious Citizen says
the customers “didn’t have
the courage or knowledge
to intervene. The other non-
white people should have
immediately stood up and
supported the victim.”
“They should know how to
show support without cre-
ating a situation where the
Eolice is coming in,” advises
e, saying they should do it
“peacefully but forcefully and
logically, making sure that
they have made their pres-
ence known and that they
know how to follow up and
where to complain...”
“Risk  control  measures
should be augmented”
“Muslim and Arab commu-
nities are growing in num-
bers. The more they grow,
the more they start getting

embroiled or involved in is-
sues they have been skirting
so far. Muslim women have
been

stripped off the elections at
the last minute because they
had said something about a
conflict.

As the community grows
and starts to explore un-
chartered quarters or areas,
its members also expose
themselves to risks that one
does not take while sitting at
home,” says the Quebecker.
“As the risks increase, risk
control measures should
also be augmented... Other
community members should
beef up their skills on how
to protect them from those
risks. They should know what
number to call, what e-mail
address to contact or how
to complain properly using
North American protocals.
They don’t need to vell and
shout; they have a recourse.
Otherwise, it's everybody
for themselves,” warns the
concerned Greater Montreal
resident.

“You should know how to
be an ally of the victim. You
see something happening,
say something... There are
scientific procedures to fol-
low when you complain; you
wouldn’t want to complain
to the buddies of that em-
ployee... They all could prob-
ably be best friends outside
of the workplace. Complain-
ing to his on-duty shift su-
pervisor would be a waste of
time, too. You should learn
how to contact the over-
sight bodies of the agencies
regulating restaurants, cafes
and other customer experi-
ences in Canada,” advises he.
“Take evidence and photos,
record videos, note down
the time, keep the receipt
and contact information
of other witnesses so that
they can be contacted if this
complaint becomes a palice
matter, a lawsuit or anything
than a customer-service in-
cident. So all of these things
come with education, which
Muslim and Arab communi-
ties lack..”

Conscientious Citizen em-
phasises that “we need to
be taught how to logically
stand up for ourselves and

Cristian Ungureanu/ Wikimedia Commons

for others who don’'t have
the knowledge base or the
strength to stand up for
themselves...”

Perhaps an education day
should be held in Canada
this time, but ultimately, a
whole lot needs to be done
to change the supremacist
mentality that has forever
lain within all societies, in-
cluding those boasting of
democratic values.

“Not my frst experience”
“This wasn't my Hrst experi-
ence. The Muslims or Arabs
that | see usually in these
situations are the Arst ones
looking in the other way and
trying to get out of it, and
| think that really needs to
change,” Conscientious Citi-
zen tells “Sada al-Mashrek”
“Just sitting and watching
was selfish. If 2 or 3 people
had stood up the other day,
it could have sent a very
strong message to that em-
ployee or his colleagues: ‘We
need to stop because this is
oing to create a situation
or us. Maybe next time they
plan to insult or denigrate
a human being they might
think there is going to be a
reaction from other people
in the café. They were sure
nobody would stand up, and
that's why it happened.”

It's the same old story: A lot
of apologetic Canadian Mus-
lims and Arabs are afraid to
step in where needed lest
they be labelled as “un-Ca-
nadian” in their imaginary
world of "virtuous Canadi-
anism’, which requires that
you say nothing in a wrong
situation like this. Does that
make one a “better” Cana-
dian? | wonder.
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A BIG SPACE — DIGNITY — LIES BETWEEN
SILENCE ON HATE & OPPOSING IT

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

Offences against Muslims are non-
stop, particularly in Quebec and gen-
erallF\_/ in Canada, and they are expos-
ing furtive hate within souls, which
threatens societal security, multicul-
turalism and tolerance. That is even
getting worse because it is being
overlooked and no real action is be-
ing made; the targeted people are not
raising their voices and complaining to
police forces, courts or civil groups...
But hate can only be faced when voic-
es are raised and law is resorted to.
Only then can rights be protected and
harm be eliminated.

Reflection should be made upon two
incidents that happened in the last
couple of weeks and two court rulings
made in the recent days so that we
learn how to act in the future.
Around the end of September, a Mus-
lim was humiliated by a Starbucks
barista while 30-40 customers in the
café remained silent about it!
Interviewed by “Sada al-Mashrek”, a
witness is outraged by the silence of
all those customers during the inci-
dent in the vicinity of Concordia Uni-
versity, wondering why they just sat
and watched what was happening.
Slamming their indifference, he says,
“They all knew that | was having a
heated exchange, but none of them
bothered to support me and the vic-
tim; they all either looked the other
way or were laughing, as if we had
been putting a show there!”

The witness stresses that “if 2 or 3
peo[)le had stood up the other day, it
could have sent a very strong mes-
sage to that employee or his col-
leagues: ‘We need to stop because
this is going to create a situation for
us. Maybe next time they plan to in-
sult or denigrate a human being they
might think there is going to be a re-
action from other people in the café.
They were sure nobody would stand
up..."

Another outraging incident followed
Team Régis Labeaume’s decision to
join Boufeldja Benabdallah, the co-
founder of the “Islamic Cultural Cen-
tre of Quebec” to their list of mayoral
candidates running for Quebec City’s
upcoming elections. The “Alliance Ci-
toyenne de Québec”, alocal party oper-
ating in the city where six praying men
were killed at @ mosque a few years
ago, responded to the team’s deci-
sion by calling Islam “a cancer growing
slowly within the Quebec society”. A
section of the party’s platform, titled
“Islamisation” and published in French
on the party’s website, claims that
“Islam contradicts Quebec’s essential
values”

The party confirmed it won't receive
“any candidate who supports the Is-
lamisation of Quebec”, adding that the
ACQ plans to create a municipal ad-
ministration that “will do its best to
prevent the Islamisation of Quebec
City”.

ACQ leader and mayoral candidate
Alain Giasson alleged that “Boufeldja
Benabdallah wants to Islamicise Que-
bec” and that “Quebec City is being
Islamicised slowly, gradually and fur-

tivel?/".

Boufeldja Benabdallah complained to
Elections Quebec against the hate
speech propagated by the party’s
platform. Unfortunately, howeuver,
Elections Quebec said it had no au-
thority to react. Spokeswoman Julie
St-Arnaud said “Election Quebec'’s

Owner and CEO of “Paramount Fine Foods” Mohamad Fakih is preparing 600 meals for needy people this
Thanksgiving

rules do not state that candidacy can
be rescinded when a candidate makes
such statements.. The choice is up to
voters who make it to the election
polls.”

The bitter reality has made many
wonder what would have happened
had the party spit its venom at a dif-
ferent community. Would the same
reaction or an instant, official one
have been made? While Elections
Quebec has no power to act in such
cases, why doesn'’t it get an authori-
sation to do so?

It's true that Quebec’s Anti-Racism
Minister Benoit Charette condemned
ACQ'’s statements after the “Canadi-
an Muslim Forum” reached out to him.
Charette tweeted, “We can’t show
tolerance to such speech, nor should
any party — regardless of its size —
promote it.”

But that tweet won't suffice to end
the ceaseless hate speech, especial-
ly when no serious action has been
shown by the party that background-
ed discrimination amongst civilians
(once it prevented Muslim women in
hijab from working in Quebec’s pub-
lic services and sparked further an-
ti-Muslim-women hate). That fact
necessitates that concerned commu-
nity activists conduct serious efforts
and create a new strategy.

On the bright side, in contrast, two
significant rulings were made recent-
ly, opposing the anti-Muslim hate.
The Arst was made last week by the
“Human Rights Tribunal of Quebec”,
ordering a woman to pay $15,300 to
compensate for offending another in
hijab at a Quebec restaurant and for
the moral damages that had affected
the latter and her family.

Back on 28 September 2018, Mona
Amer was having dinner with her hus-
band and three children at a Thai res-
taurant in Quebec City when a wom-
an, named Véronique Bédard-Lafrance
and accompanied by a man, attacked
Amer with verbal racism.

On 30 January 2019, Amer com-
plained to court, making way for a

ruling by Justice Christian Brunelle
that confirms that though freedom
of expression is a basic right for all,
it doesn’t mean that insults can be
made “on the basis of particular indi-
vidual characteristics as ethnic or na-
tional origins”

In a press conference, Amer’s family
said they pursued the lawsuit not for
the money but to educate people on
tolerance and respect. Amer stated
they did so to make those people re-
frain from insulting the people of dif-
ferent communities.

The second significant ruling is the
sentencing of Calgary mayoral candi-
date Kevin | Johnston for 18 months
of jail after he insisted on defaming
the owner and CEO of “Paramount
Fine Foods” Mohamad Fakih and call-
ing him a “terrorist” and “baby killer”.
Johnston's new sentence will begin on
4 January 2022: three months ogpris—
on for every one of six acts of con-
tempt of court he has committed.
Back in 2017, Johnston made a series
of false, hateful statements about
Fakih and refused to stop doing that,
thus forcing Fakih to fle a lawsuit. In
2019, the court announced its rul-
ing and Johnston was ordered to pay
Fakih $2.5 million.

But does prison suffice to end hate? OfF
course not. It is, however, one of the
ways to confront those who misuse
the freedom of expression in Canada
to show their hate to other Canadian
citizens. So prison is a starting point
that must be followed by watching
out for all hateful incidents and the
hatemongering sparked by laws that
embolden racists and haters of people
of different ethnicities or colours..

A big space lies between those who
are silent on hate and those who op-
pose it — a space defined by the dig-
nity of motherlands and the citizens
and communities originating from
them, and that must be respected. No
citizen should remain silent on his/her
rights. No community can end viola-
tions against its members unless hard
work to enforce the law is done.

Harper's  Godfathering
Emirati-Israeli Normali-
sation!

Last June “Dubai Ports World”
contributed to a crackdown on
protestors from a small Canadian
town opposing the works of an Is-
raeli shipping company. Garnering
the attention of many global pro-
gressives, the news was followed
by another scandal of Canadian-
Emirati-Israeli partnership, which
has lately been highlighted by Ca-
nadian media.

“Mondoweiss” reports that former
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
heads the advisory committee at
“AWZ Ventures” a Toronto-based,
Israeli company that provides sur-
veillance technology like facial-
recognition and crowd-detection
systems, in addition to services
that offer real-time information
on individuals.

Canadian media have also focused
on the technology sold by this
company to Emirates — a country
of a troublesome human-rights
record. Whether they meant it or
not, media have disclosed a good
deal of peculiar details on the
company and its advisory coun-
cil, including that former Mossad
spies are now working for sub-
sidiaries of the company. Nota-
bly, the woman running the com-
pany’s Emirates subsidiary turns
out to be former diplomat and
Representative of Canada to the
Palestinian Authority Catherine
Verrier-Fréchette.

In addition to promoting the sales
of its technologies to Emirates,
the Canadian Israeli company has
announced it would be selling Is-
raeli technologies to other Middle
East countries like Saudi Arabia
and others in North Africa. A lot
of questions on the “neutrality” of
Canadian foreign policy have been
raised now that Verrier-Fréchette
has turned from a Canadian dip-
lomat to a senior cyber-security
businesswoman. Notably, CSIS
former Director Richard Fadden
and former federal Conservative
Minister Stockwell Day are work-
ing for the company, too.
“Mondoweiss” points out that
Harper's advisory board and tens
of former spies will be promoting
the Toronto-based Israeli compa-
ny's sales of cyber-security tech
and Israeli surveillance to dictato-
rial Arab regimes. This disregards
the evidences revealed concerning
the misuse of such tech to target
journalists and human-rights ac-
tivists in the recent years.

The news, however, has prompt-
ed no reaction by human-rights
or pro-democracy/ free media
groups, probably lest they get
attacked by Canada's — particu-
larly Toronto’s — Zionist lobby,
which is known for chasing after
every voice of journalism and of
human rights and political activ-
ists that favour Palestinian rights
and condemn the Israeli occupa-
tion and apartheid. It certainly is
more complicated when it's about
multi-million-dollar, security-tech
companies hiring highly-paid poli-
ticians and diplomats. Who dare
come near the hornets’ nest?

The Editors
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Zoom meeting log in:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83467432483?pwd=WUINYVpsby9XL0s0Sk90QkdEWVNjdz09
Meeting ID: 834 6743 2483
Passcode: 159284
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