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— Assurance vie
— Assurance invalidité
— Assurance
accidents corporels
— Assurance
maladie grave
— Assurance
hypothécaire
— Assurance auto
et habitation
- Epargne-études(REEE)
— Epargne-retraite (REER)

(CELI)
— Assurance voyage

* Cabinet de services financiers
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iA Groupe financier est une marque de commerce et un
autre nom sous lequel I'Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc. exerce ses activités.

Amanie Saleh
Conseillére en sécurité financiere

Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc.*

1600, boulevard Saint-Martin Est
Tour A, bureau 350
Laval (Québec) H7G 4R8

450 662-6309, 694

C. : 514 550-6000

1855 662-6309, 694
F.:1855684-9938
amanie.saleh@agc.ia.ca

IAST

Groupe financier

ia.ca
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We've got the right mortgage for you

Contact me:

Marc Abinader

Manager,

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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CESSONS DE CANTONNER LES
IMMIGRANTS DANS LES MEMES ROLES

WILLIAM KORBATLY*

ous, Québécaois is-
N sus de la diversité,

ne sommes pas
différents de l'ensemble
des Québécois. Nous
payons nos impots. Nos
enfants vont dans les
mémes écoles. Nous
avons des proches a
'hépital. Nous emprun-
tons les routes et les
transports en commun
pour nous rendre au tra-
vail. Nous avons a cceur
lavenir du frangais en
cette terre d’Amérique,
que NoOUS savons unique
et distincte. Nous vivons,
comme tout le monde,
les miseres associées a la

pandémie.
Pourquoi, alors, nous
cantonnez-vous trop

souvent dans le rdle de
pourfendeurs du racisme
? Evidemment, il faut dé-
noncer haut et fort les
injustices. Mais, savez-
VOUS quoi, NOUS sommes
aussi et surtout capables
de parler de tout. Des
milliers de gens comme
moi, issus de la diver-
sité, ont des avis éclairés
sur une foule de sujets.

Transport, éducation,
santé,  développement
durable, culture, avenir

du Québec, agriculture :
nommez les sujets, nous
pouvons en parler avec
justesse et intelligence.

Aprés tout, nous som-
mes une catégorie de la
population tres diplémée,
parfois méme surqualifiée
pour les métiers que nous
exergons. Ce n'est pas
mon cas, étant a la téte
d'un cabinet d'avocats,

mais je connais beaucoup
d'immigrants qui exer-
cent des métiers en deca
de leurs compétences.
DES REFLEXES A
CHANGER

Trop souvent, dans les
médias, le réflexe est le
suivant : un cas de pro-
filage racial se pointe ?
Un cas de discrimination
? Une injustice a car-
actere racial ? Vite ! On
appelle le porte-parole
attitré d'origine X ou Y.
C'est un peu comme si
on demandait systéma-
tiguement aux Québécois
de souche de ne com-
menter que les questions
entourant la langue, par
exemple. Beaucoup se
plaindraient, a juste titre,
de ce casting étouffant.
Les Québécois issus de
la diversité sont comme
ces acteurs condamnés

'\_\

a jouer toujours le méme
role, encore et encore.
Nous sommes en quelque
sorte les William Shatner
(lacteur qui incarnait le
capitaine Kirk, dans Star
Trek) de la sphére mé-
diatique et politique. A
linstar des grands bonz-
es de Hollywood qui ne
voyaient le comédien que
dans le réle qui lavait
rendu célebre, les dé-
cideurs médiatiques ne
nous voient que dans le
role de victimes et de dé-
nonciateurs d'injustices
raciales. Encore une fois,
il faut dénoncer, mais
peut-on sortir de ce bout
de pelouse et aller jouer,
comme tous les Québé-
cois, sur le terrain de jeu
des grands ?

Il y a, certes, des com-
mentateurs issus de la
diversité invités de fa-
con occasionnelle sur des
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anels. Mais, avouons-
e, ils sont rares et sont
bien souvent a [écran
parce qu’ils ont occupé
une fonction politique
auparavant. Ou sont les
équivalents, issus de la
diversité, des Bock-Co-
té, Josée Legault ou Paul
Journet ? Pas sur nos
ondes, en tout cas.

UN ESPACE A PRENDRE
Je suis convaincu de ne
pas étre le seul a me
sentir a l'étroit dans ce
corridor prédéfini. Je suis
également convaincu que
l'ensemble des Québé-
cois a soif d’entendre de
nouvelles voix qui por-
tent le verbe bien haut.
Chers diffuseurs, soyez
audacieux. Vous avez
l'obligation morale de di-
versifier vos panels. Par
diversité, je n’entends
pas par la qu'il ne Ffaille
inviter que des personnes
immigrantes. Ce ne se-
rait pas plus représenta-
tif que de n'avoir que des
personnalités de souche
a l'antenne ou a l'écran.
Mais pouvez-vous, au
moins, essayer d'étre da-
vantage représentatifs ?
Je demande également
aux personnes comme
moi, qui sentent lappel
du service public, de se
manifester.

Le golt de servir mes
concitoyens m’'est venu
ily a quelﬁues années,
apres avoir lu le livre de
Lucien Bouchard Lettres
a un jeune politicien, paru
en 2012. Cette lecture
a été un puissant mo-
teur pour moi. Ces mots
m’'ont  particulierement
inspiré : « Si je t'écris,
c'est parce que je me
désole de la désaffec-
tion générale envers la
démarche politique et du
jugement sévere que ta
génération, en particu-
lier, me semble porter sur
les élus. |e veux te con-
vaincre de limportance
et de la noblesse de
|'engagement politique. »
A tous ceux qui en ont
la capacité et le talent,
je dis : « impliquez-vous
». Frappez aux portes
des meédias. Investissez
les partis politiques qui
vous ressemblent le plus.
Exprimez-vous. Le Qué-
bec a besoin de vous.

* AVOCAT, MEDIATEUR
ET ARBITRE

Will the Biden-Trudeau Summit Moderate
Canada’s Foreign Policy?

Anticipated, the meeting of the newly elected
US president Joe Biden with Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau will make way for the
discussion of issues of common interest for
both countries, specifically the US- Canada
transport and trade and any related deci-
sions.

The talks are a priority for the citizens of
both countries since they directly influence
trades like lumber, grains, cattle and energy.
The former administration had made deci-
sions unwelcomed fully by Canadians, which
turned the negotiations between both coun-
tries into a long, arduous diplomatic battle...
In addition, Trudeau and Biden are expected
to discuss Washington's foreign policy, which
is usually paralleled by Canada. Prompted by
Washington, Canada has probably been act-
ing more strictly than the US when it comes
to the tense Canada- China relations; fol-
lowing an order by US judiciary, Canada ar-
rested Meng Wanzhou, the CEO of the Hi-
tech “Huawei” as while she was transiting
Vancouver International Airport.

Concerning the Saudi- Emirati war on Ye-
men, the Yemenis' resilience has impeded the
US- backed war industry, and so Washington
is now calling for ceasefire and a political so-
lution. Canada, in the meantime, is still ship-
ping armoured vehicles and arms to Saudi
Arabia and obviously violating Canadian and
international laws, which prohibit selling
weaponry to war criminals or suppressors of
people’s freedoms.

The only reasons still pushing Ottawa to do
so are Ottawa'’s financial ambitions and the
fear of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman, whose violations of human rights
have been exposed in different incidents;
Saudi fugitives have sought refuge in Cana-
da, including a senior intelligence officer that
Riyadh is trying to reclaim...

Another foreign-policy issue is the worsen-
ing case of the downed Ukrainian plane. US
drones had assassinated General Qassim
Soleimani in Baghdad International Airport.
Soon afterwards Iran struck two US bases
in Irag, and gave a maximum-alert order to
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. A
mistake was, thus, elicited, claiming the lives
of the passengers, most of whom were Ira-
nian Canadians.

Even though the incident was a press-
ing chance for rapprochement so that both
countries could provide consular and hu-
manitarian services for the victims' families,
some Canadian Foreign Ministry officials in-
sisted on distrusting Iran’s measures. Ira-
nian Prime Minister Mohammed Javad Zarif
has even been recently accused of being the
speakerin a leaked voice record the Canadian
intelligence has obtained. In the record, it is
stated there might have been different rea-
sons for the downing of the Ukrainian plane,
contrary to Tehran's authorities’ statement.
Consequently, Iran has denied CBC's recent
allegations, stressing Iran’s readiness to co-
operate according to international laws and
refusing any fabricated intelligence leaks.
Whereas Washington has declared readi-
ness to return to talks on the nuclear deal
with Tehran, Canada will be pressured by
the Zionist lobby and the Iranian opposition
groups that have been providing fabricated
information and creating tensions to prevent
any possible rapprochement. That's the case
even though Canada’s big Iranian community
does need the diplomatic ties between both
countries.

So who's going to change the Liberals’
minds? Will Washington be a step ahead
of Ottawa as to doing what makes sense
and bringing back ties with Tehran? Will
Ottawa remain prisoner to a monarchy
which has shown more haughtiness than
the US’s? Or will the Biden- Trudeau sum-
mit yield a more moderate foreign policy?

The Editors
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WHO'’S INDUCING RIVALRY & ENMITY AMONG OUR COMMUNITY'S

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

ntil @ while earlier, Montreal

was just the example on cities

with a variety of institutions,
masjids and communities, and on the
success made by these institutions,
whether they worked independently,
collaboratively or cooperatively. That
was true despite a good deal of dis-
cordant perspectives and serious
disagreements which never crossed
the line. Competition to bring in com-
munity members was strong, but
the discordance and disagreements
didn’t turn into mutual blames or al-
legations of Eublic corruption, mis-
dealing, treachery, espionage, or even
bringing in insidious parties to strike
opponents.
So the disagreements happening
beyond the lights largely remained
confined to certain limits and times,
narrowly escaping to the public.
Whenever the disagreements grew,
good Samaritans intervened to re-
solve things before they grew too
serious. So resolutions were reached
with us working together and coordi-
nating things within our community,
disallowing the malevolent to em-
blaze our discords. We were aware
we had to protect our small commu-
nity that had formed only recently
in Canada and had been surveilled
by adversaries. The worst it could
get for the conflicting community
members was to depart from their
mother institutions and initiate new
ones. Then they would do what they
thought was right to tackle the new
reality. So despite all the discords
here and there, there was always
someone who intervened to pacify
things and heal wounds and prevent
grave divisions. Those constructive
interventions maintained some am-
ity and self~-honour and backed the
Eosition of our community, which

ad come from various cultures,

countries and backgrounds but had
one religion and common concerns.
Contrastinglﬁ. a completely differ-
ent history has been being formed.
IF things remain unchanged, this new
history will depict us as mockable,
derisory, pathetic and mournful to
other communities.
The new history will manifest a new
utter absurdity, which clearly is that
Montreal's Muslim community com-
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The challenges of Law 21 and others require cooperation, unity and coordination

ponents have begun to attack each
other following the community’s re-
cent, remarkable successes. This is
halfqpening to the community that's
unfortunately targeted by foes on
the inside and outside, in time when
adversities and challenges are grow-
ing worse and the malevolent are
watching every single miscalculation
so that they embolden their inces-
sant campaigns.

The anti-community plots surface in
different forms, including:

e the provincial government's making
of laws, perhaps due to public pres-
sure, to target our community, re-
strict it and ridicule its rituals;

e Incessant hate campaigns, which
led to slaying six of the best commu-
nity members who were praying at
Quebec’s Grand Mosque;

e Participation by so-called commu-
nity members, including former and
current activists, in the campaigns;
that is happening either because of
their vengefulness against all-com-
munity-related facets, or their self-
issues and personal problems, which
they wish to blame on the commu-
nity that has opened doors to care
for them and back them Ffnancially
and morally and via media.

e Enticing activists with certain bar-
gains to make them quit their activ-
ism;
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e Volunteering some community rep-
resentatives into the political and
community arenas, whereby some of
them have changed their convictions,
giving up on certain inviolabilities and
joining engagements falsely pictured
as pro-community;

e Restricting institutions whose poli-
cies do not match the consecutive
governments’; whereas certain insti-
tutions are backed or funded, others
are marginalised or unfunded. Entice-
ments are as well made to recruit
some dreamers, who wish to fulfll
personal righhts and aspirations by
yieldin[_g to their enticers’ pursuits;

e The federal government's endorse-
ment of laws which incriminate op-
position to the Israeli occupation;

e And the endorsement, as well as
the plans of some municipal powers
to draft laws contrasting our com-
munity’s right to express concern
over the sufferance of its people in
their motherland.

In parallel, interior challenges are
threatening to many community
families, who fear their children might
divert from the accepted codes of
behaviour and lose their identities.
That fact actually necessitates co-
operation to provide resilient grounds
for preserving identity.

Hereupon, the discords emblazed
within  the community recently,
which hadn’t surfaced earlier, bring
no good tidings. As the Canadian
Muslim Forum appears to be in con-
frontation with prominent female
outsiders, it seems more serious is-
sues are hidden. Though we might be
unaware of the consequences today,
the conflicts might be hiding plans
that are pictured as pro-community
or supportive of certain community
groups. But they are defnitely not
bringing any good to the communi-
ty, and their setbacks can be clearly
seen by the sane.

| know the CMF, its president Samer
Majzoub and its active members well.
We know their devotion and com-
mitment, and the achievements their
efforts have led to. Forinstance, they
ran an across-Canada campaign back
in 2016 to set foot for the launch-
ing of “Petition e-411" and collect-
ing 70,000 signatures, making it the
greatest petition in Canadian history.
Adopted I?Jy parliament, it led, twice,
to the condemnation of Islamo-
phobia and eventually to the parlia-
ment's endorsement of “Bill 103",

which included recommendations
against Islamophobia and later led to
an achievement in which others took
part: January 29th was declared the
“National Day of Remembrance of
the Quebec City Mosque Attack and
Action against Islamophobia.”
| also know Dr Samira Laouni very
well, and Ms Samaa al-Abiari and
their roles and tireless action to
make use of the community stage to
defend it. Both women have as well
participated in many bridge-building
events and have set room for meet-
ings with non-Muslim communities.
So each has had an important role in
defending hijab against the anti-hijab
Eampaign, “Law 21" and Islamopho-
ia.
Knowing the people on both sides
very well, | am compelled to ask,
sincerely and very painfully, whether
there is a third party that's benefting
off deepening and flaming the discord
between them. Otherwise, why have
all mediations by Quebec’s Council of
Imams failed? Why has the council’s
last attempt to resolve the situa-
tion failed? Who and what is pre-
venting both parties from meeting
face-to-face to discuss things like
they should? Why are apgalling, large
defamation campaigns being made
when they're frustrating and confus-
ing the community in general? Why
are accusations being made from
a distance when they're creating a
wave of blazing gossips?
| believe these are thoughtful ques-
tions that must be answered very
clearly, for today we're facing a very
different and threatening stage,
which might lead our community to
an abyss. If that happens, none will
get out in good shape, nor will all the
defendable causes and the image of
the religion we claim we represent.
People we used to see as big change
makers, after God, are now exchang-
ing harm; the discords have resulted
in blames, accusations of treachery,
filing lawsuits, in addition to all kinds
of outrageous threats. And the good
Samaritans can now do noting as
they’re being left unheard.

If this rancorous reality is left un-
changed, we will be completely de-
stroyed in the near future, and none
will bother to appreciate our achieve-
ments. In that case, the community’s
only going to curse whomever was
the instigator!
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