MOUNA KARAKALLI

M.Fise., CPA auditrice, CGA

Complable Professionnelle Agréee
& Fiscaliste

5007, Forest Montraal , OC H1G 362

514 8253334 - 514 807 8092
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CHADI GANDOUR DANIELLE MANSOUR
Courtier immobilier résidentiel 'ﬁﬂﬂi@”?‘_‘rﬂ\_ﬁl'f‘.:\'ﬁ '@Dﬁqp cg
Groupe Sutton Excellence

(514) 619 1575

(514) 616-6660
(514) 727 7575

JaafarSerhan

chadighandour@hotmail.com

514 619-1575 C 5149964021

WWW.SUttanUBbBC.COm

Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
qui vous convient .

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

Contactez-moi des aujourd’hui. —

Banque Scotia”

O hMangue déposée de La Banque de Nouwvelle-Ecosse, * Toutes les demandes de prédt hypothécaire sont

assupetties & l'approbation

6@&.‘. 0@33&
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A VENDRE

1756 rue du Bordeaux, (Vaudreuil-Dorion)
Qc - Maison Intergénération
NO. MLS: 28985533 Prix: 649 000%

Chambres: 6 Salles de bains: 2

3863 rue du Colonel, Duvernay
{Laval) Qc - Maison de Prestige

JAWAD TAHA

COURTIER IMMOBILIER RESIDENTIEL

s 21 A2l Sy Yo
i is)) S5l i 1S

4762 rue de Dundas,
(Saint-Lazare) Qc - Maison a étages

MNO. MLS: 14118247 Prix: 695 000%

Chambres: 4 Salles de bains: 1+1

3270 Av. des Ambassadeurs, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Maison Intergénération

POUR VENDRE OU ACHETER

514-299-6017

jawadtaha@royallepage.ca
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1150, rue de Louvain Ouest .bureau 202
en face du Marché Central) Montréal, Québec H4N 1G5

Tel: 514-940-1011 / Fax: 514-940-0162

(coin Acadie,

Socith d Comploble Profssionl A, (P

QOussama Abdallah,

M.5c., CPA, CGA

SCIC allisic dalul

S, Comnphabls
rmpin o Conadainm

auilyally dsslsall Calaadll 2210 calsa duslae s
aasgyaa ylmuly Sl uly lya Nl disilyag dnilas Silass
sgasall Js sl 939 avall duals JLmaai
* Enregistrem ent des anfreprises
# Manificolion ef préporation des impdts des porticuliens at entreprises
* Fréparation des Etats Financiers ot &mission des avis cux lecteurs.

* Préporation plan d'affaires | Business plon]
* Service Commissaire & ['ossermentation gratuit & nos clients.

1400 Boul. Henrl Bourassa Quest
Sutte 416, Moniréal, GC. H3M 3E2

Dxforant en .l.l:l'urh‘rmm-u:mﬂulliﬁ

Tél. (514) 336 6001
Cell. (514) 582 9291
Email: info@sciccom.ca
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Avocat * Lawyer

T. 514.827.1411 * F: 450.490.3449
mlazlnm@c]mmqn&mm

; X Assurance:
* Droit de la famille Vie, invalidité,
* Droit de I'i:nuﬁgraﬁun maladie grave,
7 e o hypothéque
* Droit criminel * Droit civil
Epargne:
Ayl aadlsdls 'ﬂ.‘.m; "j.h'i REER, CELI,
REEE

Amanie Saleh

Conseilltre en sécurité financitre

el E lgd] pan
(514)550 6000

Amanie.saleh@agc.ia.ca

Groupe
financier
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Manager,

Contact me:
Marc Abinader

We've got the right mortgage for you

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508
E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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» Cosmélique = Laboratoire Photos.
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HAS OUR COMMUNITY HELPED PUSH

CODERRE AWAY FROM POW

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

Valérie Plante, Montreal's frst fe-
male mayoress has secured anoth-
er administration term. The politi-
cian Arst made it to mayoral power
in 2017, surprising many, including
then-Mayor Denis Coderre.

Plante, Montreal's 45th mayoress
has made campaign promises like
ameliorating the city’s environment,
upgrading public transport, and pro-
viding affordable housing.

Plante’s Sunday victory has struck
Ensemble Montreal's leader Denis
Coderre hard, and it might end his
political life, especially that this is
the second time (after 2017) Plante
defeats him in the elections.
Coderre’s loss is the outcome of dif-
ferent reasons. Lebanese-Canadian
Montreal city councillor and Ensem-
ble Montreal member Aref Salem be-
lieves Coderre’s lost because “focus
was more on his person than on his
very important and thoughtful po-
litical platform.” Showing his opinion
during Sunday’s CanAr TV interview
by Mr Hassan Guillet, Salem admit-
ted that “mistakes have certainly
been made during the election cam-
paign, and we've paid the price. We
could have worked better, but even-
tually the voters have the fnal say,
and they've made up their minds on
whom to vote for, so we have to re-
spect that.”

Coderre’s and others’ defeat has, in
contrast, relieved many people of
our community. In an answer to a
guestionnaire B'nai B'rith issued last
month, Coderre said he was fully
committed to the IHRA's definition of
anti-Semitism, which conflates criti-
cism of Israel with anti-Semitism.
Plante’s party, however, has not re-
sponded to B’nai B'rith questionnaire.
Therefore, the question is: has our
community helped push Coderre
away?

To answer this question, city coun-
cillor Aref Salem says, “Ensemble
Montreal is still in advanced posi-
tions in the regions with Arab and
Muslim populations in Saint-Laurent,
Cartierville, Ahuntsic, Saint-Leonard
and Montreal North, and it's still early
to speak about any such inferences.”
At the beginning, confusion regarding
whom to vote for seemed obvious
amongst voters of our community.
But Sada al-Mashrek has learnt that
many have eventually decided not
to vote for Coderre after hearing of
his stances, which conflate criticism
of Israel with anti-Semitism. They
have however, voted for Arab candi-
dates on Coderre’s electoral lists, like
Saint-Laurent borough's Aref Salem,
Montreal North borough’'s Sari Ab-
dul Hag, and Saint-Leonard electoral
district’s Arij El Korbi. Salem makes
use of this fact to point out that
“more Muslim and ethnic members
belong to our party than to Projet
Montreal.” That shows the relation-
ship with candidates of Arab and
Muslim origins isn’'t bound by voting
for the party leader.

Another important issue that must
be very well considered is that the
IHRA definition of anti-Semitism
“hasn’t been as important to vot-
ers as other issues.” Montreal vot-
ers don't think the issue is a priority;
they would rather highlight issues like

photo from Coderre's Facebook page

housing, which Plante has addressed
in her victory speech, saying she
would prioritise tackling the city’s
housing crisis in the Arst 100 days
of her second mayoral term. Besides,
Quebec’s media did not bother to ad-
dress the issue of the IHRA definition
during the election campaign but in-
stead focused on the candidates’
personal affairs.

Our community hasn’t taken interest
in the IHRA dehnition because of dif-
ferent reasons, including not know-
ing of Coderre’s stance early enough,
even though the issue was raised
in 2020 when Ensemble Montreal
presented a motion to city council
to endorse the IHRA defnition. Un-
backed by Plante’s administration at
the time, and opposed by activists of
our community and other organisa-
tions, especially Independent Jewish
Voices, the motion was dismissed.
The issue was brought to attention
again ahead of the municipal elec-
tions, when B’nai B’rith announced
Coderre’s standpoint.

Perhaps Sada al-Mashrek was the
only media outlet that addressed
the subject at different instances
last year, focusing on the incident
occurring during Coderre’s visit to
the masjid of Saint Laurent's Islamic
Centre of Quebec. Sada al-Mashrek’s
report drew the attention of man
people of our community. (https:}}
www.sadaalmashrek.ca/ar/Commu-
nit%content/96d873be—3 a3-4d76-
bcfb-eaf39c393a47)

What helped reduce interest in chal-
lenging the IHRA controversy was

the silence of many groups of our
community. Even though they were
aware of the issue, there were things
that pulled them back. Though some
of those things might be understand-
able, the others show that a major
cause is beinfg overlooked by some
people, who fear the reprisal of the
groups promoting the IHRA among

oliticians. Therefore, this issue must

e very well debated. Questions like
why some have been ignoring it must
be tackled, especially when IHRA en-
dorsers are boldly announcing their

ER?

endorsements. Because we don't
actively participate in the elections,
they believe our votes are limited,
and they're are showing no regard to
our community.

Another major topic brought to at-
tention during every election cam-
paign is our community’s voting rate.
The problem is always with little par-
ticipation, so this needs serious ef-
forts before it could be solved.

In time of the municipal elections,
a number of people were actively
involved in canvassing for the two
major teams, and that's important
because we need to be present
alongside all parties. Even though our
advocates had predicted effective
participation in canvassing, it is still
early to determine the canvassers’
percentage and tell if it was suffi-
cient or not. Anyhow, not many Que-
beckers have made it to the ballot
centres, perhaps not even 40%, nor
has our community participated well
enough. But everyone has to know
that our value, strength, and pres-
ence are determined by the rate of
our participation in any elections. In
this regard, Salem says, “If we make
a 100,000 voters but only 2,000
vote, it means our value is worth 2%
of our actual size.” So the percentage
tells how narrow our influence is and
how limited the respect we get from
politicians is.

Many of our community members’
names have been on the electoral
lists of all parties in many cities of
Quebec, but only a few have won.
Anyway, it's a good sign that they've
run for the municipal elections,
showing a sense of responsibility and
seeking to take part in making politi-
cal decisions related to citizens’ lives.
We need to upgrade the progress
we are making as we head towards
a place among people of general in-
fluence and future-shaping impact.
We very much hope that we make
more calculated steps along the way,
which can be secured by wider-scale
planning and coordination among ad-
vocates. That's the right thing to do
to provide our sons and daughters
a better future, protect them, and
safeguard their identities. Besides,
that's the only way to get ourselves
valued in time for any elections.
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