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Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les porte

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
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Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

o hangue déposée de La Bangue de Nouvelle-Ecosse

assupetties & l'approbation
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0. Home Financing Advisor
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* Enregistrem ent des anfreprises

# Manificolion ef préporation des impdts des porticuliens at entreprises
* Fréparation des Etats Financiers ot &mission des avis cux lecteurs.

* Préporation plan d'affaires | Business plon]

* Service Commissaire & ['ossermentation gratuit & nos clients.

1400 Boul. Henrl Bourassa Quest
Sutte 416, Moniréal, GC. H3M 3E2

Tél. (514) 336 6001
Cell. (514) 582 9291
Email: info@sciccom.ca
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IS THERE A WAY TO CHANGE THE LATEST

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

COURT RULING OVER LAW 217

These are new times for our com-
munity, following Quebec's Supreme
Court ruling over the constitutional-
ity of Law 21. What's coming might
be completely different from what's
been. Accordingly, we need to examine
the articles of the ruling and how they
might affect our reality. Then we can
decide how to move on, how to plan
for our children’s future, and how to
shield them against challenges. After
all, our community’s disappointment
with the ruling ought to prompt hard-
er work, not despair or submission.
Oddly, both the supporters and op-
posers of Law 21 have expressed “dis-
appointment” with Judge Marc André
Blanchard’s verdict last Tuesday.
Speaking to “Sada al-Mashrek”, a
number of prominent community fg-
ures have expressed dissatisfaction
with Quebec's Supreme Court's “dis-
appointing, discriminatory and incon-
gruous” ruling.

The ruling indeed seems disappoint-
ing to our community; above all, it has
given power to Quebec’s government
to restrict the religious symbols worn
by public servants as teachers, police
officers and prosecutors.
Simultaneously, the ruling has divided
citizens into two groups. The English
schools have been excluded from the
law, and their teachers can still wear
hijaab while on duty. In contrast, the
other schools are asked to abide by
the law, ban on-duty teachers from
wearing hijaab, and resort to court if
the teachers refuse to take off their
hijaab!

The verdict is disappointing because
it targets Muslim women in specifc,
overlooking the obstructions it will
bring about to hundreds of women
and their children. The women will be
forced to quit their jobs after they've
made big efforts to qualify for them.
Besides, it might be difficult for those
women to get different jobs or qual-
ify for other vocations because that
might compromise their personal lives
and their families’ Such an aftermath
will impoverish many families, causing
social crises in Quebec, which are un-
wanted, especially in time of the pan-
demic.

There is yet another reason why the
ruling is disappointing. The judicial
system supposed to be the Ffnal re-
sort for women seeking justice has

o

%

not done them justice. Instead, the
system has exposed them to prohibi-
tion from exercising one of their basic
rights: wearing what they chose to
fulAl their convictions.

As francophones make the majority of
our community, they, too, have been
unpleased by the court ruling. Where-
as Legault and his party are Aght-
ing hard to reinforce French, the rul-
ing is now inadvertently diverting the
Muslim community off to the English
schools, where their daughters and
sons can study or work. That is going
to weaken French, contrary to the as-
pirations of Legault and CAQ.

Quite ironically, Legault himself has
expressed dissatisfaction with the
ruling, saying soon after the court an-
nouncement, “The ruling has disap-
pointed me. | Aind it irrational.” Legault
as well “can’t understand why the
judge thinks that EMSB’s Anglophones
might have values that differ from the
rest of Quebeckers””

The verdict is divisive, even very dis-
criminatory, but Legault still wants
further impact. Citing the exercising
of secularism, he wants the verdict to
suffocate the citizens seeking to ob-
serve their duties. As such, he's step-
ping on whatever freedom and human
rights mean and promoting an unjust,
coercive law. Hundreds of citizens of
different faiths, not just Muslims, are
now targeted by the law that Legault
wants to subject all to.

What harm could it bring Mr Legault
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and his fan club to see a Muslim wom-
an with hijaab, a Christian with cross,
a Jew with kippah or a Sikh with tur-
ban? Legault’s extreme stances can
only be interpreted in one way: it's not
about the secularism they've come up
with, but about hating all different re-
ligions.

Not only do Legault's stances violate
freedoms, but also they will hit Mus-
lim women hard, both socially and f-
nancially. They will be left with no jobs
once they insist on exercising their
right to lead the life they choose, con-
trary to the life that CAQ wants to
impose on them.

It is noteworthy, though, that Le-
gault's opinion matches the public's
that's been pushed to see things and
the others negatively over the years
because of conspiring, inflammatory
propaganda. Muslim women, in par-
ticular, have been depicted as if of no
choice, and Muslims have been pic-
tured as uncultivated and uncivilised.
Hereupon, our community ought to
tackle great responsibilities to deal
with the aftermath of the court rul-
ing. Everyone is invited to take action
to change the prevailing stereotypes.
Although that might take years, con-
tinuous and coordinated work will do
the job of resorting to court and of
socialising better with the Quebeck-
ers to make them see the facts that
have been concealed. To get an even
better outcome, we ought to affiliate
and coordinate with the non-Muslims
affected by the verdict.

According to Judge Blanchard's state-
ment, Quebec’s Muslims make a quar-
ter million. Jews, Sikh and Christians
make hundreds of thousands. All have
been banned from observing their reli-
gious teachings, which never compro-
mise others’ rights.

“Things might change if we stand bi/
each other against Law 21. But we'll
need to continue the Aght against this
unjust law in court, and we mustn’t
give up,” said prominent FAgures to
“Sada al-Mashrek” following the ver-
dict. It is crucial that we make our
numbers matter by coordinating and
joining forces, seeking the best for all,
and resolving conflicts obstructing our
way. To overcome these dangerous
and fragile times and regain our rights,
we must work hand in hand. Late
Senator Marcel Prud’homme once
advised visitors from our community
to “come together to make officials
aware of your requests; they’ won't if
you're not allied”

Is CRA Following
Discriminatory
Policy?

In a statement by the National
Council of Canadian Muslims,
Chief Operating Officer Nadia
Hasan has shown concern over
increasing evidence on Canada
Revenue Agency's profiling of
Islamic charities. It is believed
individuals or charities beneft-
ting from charitable tax credits
have been targeted by CRA
audits...

To make this accusation, Ms
Hasan referred to an in-depth
joint research study conducted
with the University of Toronto's
Institute of Islamic Studies,
which has been led by Professor
Anver Emon in over a year...

The study shows the CRA-
aligned audits are usually driven
by insecurities. According to the
NCCM, “this doesn’t mean that
Muslim-led charities never do
anything wrong... However, the
CRA profiles Muslim-led chari-
ties in ways that others aren't.”
And that has raised questions
necessitating answers...

The statement called upon lead-
ers of the Muslim community
across Canada to take part in

a virtual event to discuss the
issue with federal officials and
demand that the bias and profl-
ing of charitable and humanitar-
ian organisations be stopped...
The statement eventually rec-
ommended that support be
shown to the NCCM so that it
could maintain its work against
discrimination and stereotyp-
ing within different government
agencies, including CRA.
Observers tell “Sada al-
Mashrek” that several Islamic
associations’ and centres’
activities have been audited by
CRA in the recent years; some
were punished by revaking their
charitable status after volun-
teers, who weren't fully aware
of CRA's regulations, had made
administrative errors.

Instead of instructing them on
the legal ways to run charity
money or help them to correct
the errors, the federal agency
ran loads of audits over years,
consuming much effort, time,
and money paid to lawyers and
auditars. So while seeking to
promote their services, including
religious, educational, scouting,
and sporting events, these com-
munity organisations have been
offended...

To stop this injustice, it is a
must to collaborate with the
NCCM in hopes of reaching
rational solutions and mature
understandings that limit the
misapprehensions between the
Muslim community and CRA.

At the end of the day, people
should be viewed as citizens, not
as ethnic or religious variants.

The Editors
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