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Contact me:
Marc Abinader
Manager,

Tel: 514961 5508

We've got the right mortgage for you

Mobile Mortgage Specialist

E: MARC ABINADER@td.com

chadighandour@hotmail.com

WWW.SUttI:II‘IqLIEbEC.COm

CHADI GANDOUR

Courtier immobilier résidentiel
Groupe Sutton Excellence
(514) 619 1575

(514) 727 7575

514 619-1575

RE/MAX
Agence immobiliére
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Jaafar Serhan

Courtier immabilier résidentiel et commercial

RE/MAX 2000

Des conseils hypothécaires

qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le prét hypothécaire
qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

assujetties a |'approbation

U4,

MB Marque déposée de La Bangue de Nouvelle-Ecosse. * Toutes les demandes de prét hypothécaire sont

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

—

EI/\NIELLE M;’\NSDUFF

DURTIER IMM

$ Banque Scotia”
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DANIELLE MANSOUR

daniellem@royallepage.ca

(514) 616-6660

Royal LePage Tendance
1185 av. Bernard Outremont

DBILIER RESIDENTE
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Contactez-moi des aujourd'hui

(514)996-4021
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Chers amis musulmans,

Ramadan Moubarak! ¥
En ce mois sacré qui débute, je souhaite offrir mes
voeux les plus sincéres de bonheur, paix et sécurité

a toute la communauté musulmane de Montréal et

en particulier a celle de mon comté,
Bourassa-Sauvé.

Ces semaines sont l'occasion de souligner les
valeurs de générosité et de solidarité qui nous
unissent toutes et tous.

R R N
qgfz".,gﬁ”.,x,;q,;-,g,;.g,

ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE
DU QUEBEC

Bureau de circonscription de
Bourassa-Sauvé
5879,boulevard Henri Bourassa Est,
bureau 305, Montréal-Nord, Québec,
H1G 2V1
514-328-6006
Paule.Robitaille.BOSA@assnat.qc.ca
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Conseillere en sécurité financiére

Assurance:
Vie, invalidité,
maladie grave,

hypothéeque
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RAMADAN KARIM!

Que ce mois saint vous apporte de la prospérité et de la joie

777, boulevard Marcel-Laurin

SAINT-LAURENT Momreal(ouebec)mm M7

(%

ks

B

Alan DeSousa Aref Salem
Maire-Mayor
alan.desousa@montreal.ca Head of the Official Opposition  City Councillor
514-855-6000 Conseiller de la ville -
poste:4005 City Councillor
District Norman-McLaren
aref.salem@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 poste: 4042

MONTREAL-NORD 4243 rue de chai

Monfreql (ouebec) HIH 5RS

Christine Black  Chantal Rossi
Mairesse-Mayor Conseillere de la ville
christine.black@montreal.ca ~ City Councillor
514-328-4000 District Ovide-Clermont
poste: 5570 chantal.rossi@montreal.ca
514-328-4000 poste: 5573

SAINT-LEONARD 2400 boulevard Lacordaire

Saint-Léonard (Québec) HIR 3B1

Michel Bissonnet Angela Gentile
Maire-Mayor Conseillere de la ville

micheLbissonnet@montreal.ca City Councillor
514-328-8410 District Saint-Léonard-Est

City Councillor

514-328-8410 514-328-8410

RAMADAN KAREEM!

May this holy month bring you prosperity and joy

Vana Nazarian
Chef de 'Opposition officielle Conseillere de la ville

District Cote-de-Liesse
vana.nazarian@montreal.ca
514-865-6000 poste: 4043

Abdelhaq Sari
Conseiller de la ville
City Councillor
District Marie-Clarac
abdelhag.sari@montreal.ca
514-328-4000 poste: 5574

Dominic Perri
Conseiller de la ville

District Saint-Léonard-Ouest  District Saint-Leéonard-Est
angela.gentile@montreal.ca domenic.perri@montreal.ca arij.elkorbi@montreal.ca
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Annie Gagnier
Conseillere d'arrondissement -
Borough councillor

District Norman-McLaren
annie.gagnier@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 poste:4018

Jacques Cohen
Conseiller d'arrondissement
Borough Councillor

District Cote-de-Liesse
jacques.cohen@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 poste:4044

Jean-Marc Poirier
Conseiller d'arrondissement
Borough Councillor

District Marie-Clarac
jean-marc.poirier@montreal.ca
514-328-4000 poste: 5575

Philippe Thermidor
Conseiller d'arrondissement
Borough Councillor

District Ovide-Clermont
philippe.thermidor@montreal.ca
514-328-4000 poste: 5576

Arij El Korbi

Suzanne De Larochelliere
Conseillere d'arrondissement Conseillere d'arrondissement

Borough councillor Borough councillor
District Saint-Léonard-Ouest
suzanne.delarochelliere@montreal.ca

514-328-8410 514-328-8410
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A VENDRE

1756 rue du Bordeaux, (Vaudreuil-Dorion)
Qc - Maison Intergénération

NO. MLS: 28985533 Prix: 649 000$

4762 rue de Dundas,
(Saint-Lazare) Qc - Maison a étages

NO. MLS: 14118247 Prix: 695 000%

Chambres: 6 Salles de bains: 2

Chambres: 4 Salles de bains: 1+1

3863 rue du Colonel, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Maison de Prestige

3270 Av. des Ambassadeurs, Duvernay
(Laval) Qc - Maison Intergénération

JAWAD TAHA

COURTIER IMMOBILIER RESIDENTIEL
gyl LYy Sgws Sl
&y, imll o SSloluo| B

POUR VENDRE OU ACHETER

514-299-6017

jawadtaha@royallepage.ca

ROYALLEPAGE.CA

IN— (11
ROYAL LEPAGE
I (1

Du QUARTIER
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914.421.3666

West Island
4705 Boulevard des Sources,
Pierrefonds, QC H8Y 3C6, Canada

L
www.chateaukabab.com
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- (514)858-9282
ggﬁ'\'/eerr?gment Québec e (514)898-8589

2910 Fleury est., Montréal, (Qué.)
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> Service d’JEnseigne

» Impression grand format

» Lettrage sur vinyle/3D

» Gravure sur bois
aluminium et plexiglass

» Centre du document

» Photocopie

Tél.:(514) 721-7000

Fax:(514) 721-1553 Joeneons
3960 Jean-Talon Est Montréal QC H2A 1Y8
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YEMENIS AND SUPPORTERS HOLD MASS RALLIES TO
CONDEMN SAUDI-LED WAR OF AGGRESSION

- "YEMEN after 5 MONTHS looks
like SYRIA after 5 YEARS"
PRESIDENT OF THE RED CROSS,
Rugust 2015

~anjcanada.org

Marking the seventh anniversary of
the Saudi-led war on Yemen, tens
of thousands of Yemenis marched in
Sana‘a, the capital city, to condemn
ongoing Saudi aggression.

There were similar rallies in other cit-
ies of Yemen.

To express solidarity with the op-
pressed people of Yemen, hundreds
of people in different cities of Canada
also held rallies.

Ottawa, the windy Canadian capital
city, as well as Hamilton held rallies.
In Ottawa, hundreds of demonstra-
tors who have travelled from Toron-
to, Montreal, Ottawa and other cities
marched from Global Affairs Canada
(Foreign ministry building) to Parlia-
ment Hill to remind politicians that
they are complicit in Saudi crimes
against innocent Yemeni people.
Canada is supplying $15 billion worth
of Light Armoured Vehicles (LAVs)
to Saudi Arabia that are being used
against the Yemeni people as well as
citizens of Saudi Arabia in clear viola-
tion of the terms of the agreement.
While claiming to uphold human
rights, successive Canadian govern-
ments including the current Liber-
al-led government, have turned a
blind eye to egregious Saudi crimes
against the Yemeni people.

The Saudis have also imposed a crip-
pling siege of Yemen preventing food
and fuel from entering the country.
The UN says that since March 2015
when the Saudis launched the war
against Yemen, some 377,000 people
have died, a large number of them
children.

At least one million children are suf-
fering from cholera, the highest in-
fection of the preventable disease in
the world.

Despite Saudi barbarism, the people
of Yemen have not been cowed down.
On the occasion of the National Day
of Resilience, tens of thousands of
people marched in Sana’a on March

DEmapp
o N THe IMFI{.N_SMWOM AR

ARMED SAUDI
VAR ON YEMEN

26 to reaffirm their steadfastness as
the Saudi-led war entered its eighth
year.

A day earlier (March 25), the Yemeni
revolutionaries hit Saudi oil facilities
at Ras Tanura and other cites with
missile-armed drones causing mas-
sive damage to such facilities.

The Saudi oil storage facilities near
Jeddah where the Formula-1 car race
practice was taking plac,e caused not
only damage but also panic.

The Formula-1 race was postponed.
On March 26 (the anniversary of the
Saudi-led war of aggression), Chair-
man of Yemen's Supreme Political
Council Mahdi al-Mashat announced
a three-day halt to strikes against
Saudi forces and facilities.

These included a halt to ground op-
erations as well.

Instead of responding to the offer of a
three-day truce, the Saudis launched
devastating air strikes against resi-
dential areas of Sana‘a on March 27.
A medical centre in the coastal town
of Makram on Kamaran Island was
attacked in the early hours of Sun-
day March 27, according to Yemen's
Arabic-language al-Masirah televi-
sion network.

The report added that six civilians,
including three children, were injured
in Saudi airstrikes.

Several other residential neighbour-
hoods were also bombed.

While the Saudis have on several oc-
casions called for a ceasefire and end
to hostilities, when the Ansar-Allah
offered a three-day truce that could
be extended, the Saudis resorted to
their barbaric practices of targeting
civilians.

That is why the March 26 rallies in
Yemen pledging allegiance to Ansar-
Allah and vowing to continue the re-
sistance until the aggressors are de-
feated was so important.

(Source crescent international)

MR. P TRUDEAU, IWE WILL NOT RE-VOTE FOR 1
s IF YOU KEEP ARMING THE SAUDI WAR CRIMINALS
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MARIAM CHOUCAIR, infirmiére clinicienne, Spécialiste
en Médico-Esthetique, a le plaisir de vous annoncer la
réception de nouveaux clients a la clinique.

Une consultation gratuite sera offerte a vous.
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SOCIAL-JUSTICE ADVOCATE AZZA ROJBI: “BECAUSE |
AM IN CANADA | WANT MY VOICE TO BE HEARD”

Zeinab Merai, Sada al-Mashrek

Coming from Tunisia, which
has had a history of resistance
against the French occupation,
social-justice advocate Azza
Rojbi says the Palestinian cause
was her frst while was still a
high-school student. Now she
organises with colleagues to
show solidarity to Yemen and
Cuba... Interviewed by Sada al-
Mashrek, she discusses chal-
lenges that the Arab and Muslim
community members and activ-
ists face in Canada and explains
how she set foot into the world
of activism.

A ﬁoster for Palestine

“The case of Palestine is very
personal to a lot of people see-
|an the injustices and the silence
of the world. When | first came
to Canada, | just happened to be
walking in the street, and | saw
a poster about a rally in solidar-
ity with Palestine. | was intrigued
and happy to see that people in
Canada cared about Palestine.
So that's how | got involved in
activism and the social-justice
movement here,” recalls the au-
thor of US & Saudi War an the
People of Yemen (Battle of Ideas
Press, 2019).

Rojbi, the with

Friends of Cuba Against the
Blockade-Vancouver points out
that Cuba has a very good re-
lation with Palestine. “Palestin-
ian students can study in Cuba
for free to be doctors.. From
that launch pad, | learnt more
about the horrible blockade and
aﬁgression against Cuba, and
all this happened at the same
time in 2011, when Tunisia was

coordinator

in turmoil and Eeople were in

the streets, so the timing was
right for me to see what was
happening back home and then
find people here that also cared
about the world”

Challenges

As to the kind of challenges she’s
faced as an immigrant and activ-
ist, the secretary of Vancouver’s
anti-war coalition, Maobilisation
Against War & Occupation says,
“I"think everybody that immi-
grates to Canada faces the same
general challenges. Language is
the Arst one, and when you frst
arrive, you also come from a dif-
ferent culture and weather, so
you try to adjust to the new re-
ality and work here...”

But things become more chal-
lenging when “you start reach-
ing out to the public and talk
about issues. Sometimes you
find yourself in situations where
some racist people ask you why
you are talking to them about
those issues; tEhey say you are
in Canada now and you should
overlook that. But the major-
ity of people want to learn and
to listen,” says Rojbi, who writes
and researches on Middle East-
ern and North African politics as
a member of the Editorial Board
of the Fire This Time Newspaper.
Asked how effective any par-

4 ticipation by Arab and Muslim

community members in Cana-

da could get, especially when it
comes to Canada’s foreign policy
in relation to the Global South,

Rojbi emphasises that the com-
munity face hardships because
“when they first get here, they
need to survive and help their
families here and back home”
She points out, too, that even
university graduates are not do-
ing much better. “It's really hard
to find a jab at frst. A lot of peo-
ple come from our countries with
university degrees, and they're
already experienced in jobs, but
they don’t get the equivalence
in Canada. So it's hard for them
sometimes to And the time or
brain space to focus on fighting
for political issues.”

The activist says this exposes
racism in the immigration sys-
tem in Canada. She herself has
had to replace her pharmacol-
ogy studies in Tunisia with web
development in Canada because
university education is too ex-
pensive. _
A third challenge the community
face is the mounting Islamo-
phobia, believes Rojbi, “whether
that's in Quebec, or here in British
Columbia, or any other province.
So | think, deFlnil:elR//,I there is a
big potential if we, Middle East-
erners and North Africans, come
together and unite our voice to
stand up strongly against the Is-
lamophaobia that we face in Can-
ada, In addition to Islamophobia
abroad, which is promoted to

Ejstilg/ wars.

y depicting the “us wversus
them” model, they use Islamo-
phobia to scare people here from
people in Syria, Libya and lIrag,
and they justify the war by say-
ing we're going to bring those

people democracy and this and
that, which we know is not the
case.

Important Voices

Rojbi believes her voice and her
colleagues’ are important be-
cause “‘generally, the majority of
Canadians don’t know a lot about
what's happening in our coun-
tries. A lot of times you have to
name the country and say where
it is located because people don't
have that much knowledge, but
when vyou start explaining to
them, things change.”

Rojbi explains that the most
important part about her life in
Canada is “to do this, because
the Canadian_ government is
part of a lot of these issues in-
ternationally. In the meantime,
some Canadians still believe
their government has a reputa-
tion of peacekeeping and very
good international relations. But
in reality Canada supported the
war on Afghanistan and Iraq and
the no-fly zone and bombing in
Libya. Histaorically, whenever war
is started by the US, Canada is
either fully involved or support-
ing in the background.”

“People ask why | advocate for
these issues, and | say | have to
do so because | am in Canada.
This government isn’t just sit-
ting idle; it's part of a lot of wars
and occupations and sanctions
aﬁ,amst countries,” says Raojbi,
the member of No Bloqueo Van-
couver, a group that opposes the
ruthless US/Canadian sanctions
on Cuba.

Azza Rojbi

Zoom screenshot by Sada
al-Mashrek

AZZA RO|BI: STAND UP FOR YEMEN

Zeinab Merai, Sada al-Mashrek

On March 26th and 27th, 2022
Mobilisation against War and
Occupation (MAWO), the Ye-
meni Community Association of
Canada, as well as Fire This Time
Movement for Social Justice will
be marking over 7 years of the
brutal war that the Saudi-led
coalition has started against the
people of Yemen. People in Van-
couver, BC and Hamilton, Wa-
terloo and Toronto, Ontarig, as
well as Montreal, Quebec, will be
taking action in response to the
organisers’ call.
“We’'ll be calling on the Cana-
dian government to stop arm-
ing Saudi Arabia,” says activist
Azza Rojbi, recalling that “over 4
million Yemenis have been dis-
placed and that 70% of the Ye-
meni population, including 11.3
million children, are in desperate
need of humanitarian assistance.
Even the UN calls this the worst
human crisis, and the UN Hu-
man Rights Council has named
Canada now twice as one of the
states Fuellin% the war”
Rojbi notes the action is part of
an ongoing campaign to pres-
sure the Government of Canada.
“We know they are seeing the
ressure; they're not reacting
ecause yes, unfortunately, our
pressure compared to that of big
mc_me%, is not the same, but our
voice has to be heard,” says she.

“We believe if more people in
Canada understand what it
means when Canada_continues
to sell weapons to Saudi Ara-
bia and when more learn about
what's happening in Yemen, they
will join us in opposing this war
says Rojbi, pointing out the same
organisers have also launched
a_petition for the Parliament
of =~ Canada (https://lgletitions.
ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/
Details?Petition=e-3775) _ and
have created an online forum
that people all across Canada
can use to send automatic e-
mails to their MPs for the same
reason.”

The young activist points out
the organisers have chosen a
busy corner in Downtown Van-
couver, where they can reach
out to people and make them
learn about the war on Yemen,
encourage them to sign the pe-
tition and perhaps join an event
in the Ffuture.
you wish to join action: https://
peaceandjusticenetwork.ca/can-
adastoparmingsaudi/).

The organisers will also be hold-
ing a webinar on March 31st to
showcase the actions taken in
different cities.

Rojbi is encouraging people to
voice their OFpOSItIOI’] to the
war on social media (#Cana-
daStopArmingSaudi, #DayOfAc-
tion4Yemen, ~ #YemenCantWait

See the link if

End the War in Yemen

will be circulated), and she em-
phasises that “the Yemenis are
our people, so it's our responsi-
bility and duty as we live here to
be in solidarity with our brothers
and sisters in Yemen.”

While a lot of politicians argue
that Canada's military indus-
trial complex is providing scores
of jobs for Canadians, Rojbi says
this is the kind of “argument
that comes anytime you want
to make a change, whatever your
Fght is, whether it's aFalnst the
arms trade or the pipelines. They
say a lot of jobs will be lost.”
Rojbi points out that human
souls are the FArst_casualties
of wars, and that Canada has
enough wealth and resources to
stop the arms trade and com-
pensate the workers and train
them to find better jobs.

“| don’t think any worker gets
up really excited in the morning

about going to work in a ware-
house that builds bombs. They
are doing the job just because
they need to survive,” says she,
noting that other options are
available.

“In time of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, for example, Canada
lacked  vaccine-manufacturin
facilities, was running behind an
buying masks and had problems
finding hand sanitisers at the be-
ginning,” Rojbi says, adding that
investments should be made
into such industries instead of
wars. _
Pointing out that the Canadian
mainstream media is silent on
Yemen, Rojbi says, “We have
to talk about these issues ev-
erywhere and amplify them in
newspapers, whether in big, fan-
cy mainstream media or com-
munity newspapers like Sada al-
Mashrek. | think our community
do care about this”
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MORE ARE SAYING NO TO ISRAELI OCCUPATION
DESPITE PRESSURE CAMPAIGNS!

Hussein Hoballah,
Montreal

Despite all campaigns run
by Canadian pro-Israel
lobbyists to defend the
Israeli occupation and
target associations and
activists that oppose the
Israeli entity’s practices,
opposition has not back-
tracked but is, instead,
growing every year.

Many of the events held in
Canada to expose Israel’s
Eractices are challenged
y B'nai B'rith Canada,
which weaponises anti-
Semitism to terrify any
activists and organisers,
be they international poli-
ticians, members of local
associations or academ-
ics.

B'nai B'rith officially re-
quested, in mid-March,
that Canada’s Ambassa-
dor to the UN Bob Rae join
effort to discharge Navy
Pillay, UNHCR’'s Chair-
woman of the “Com-
mission of Inquiry on the
Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritories”. South African Ms
Pillay was “highly biased
against Israel’, claimed
B'nai B'rith.

B'nai B’rith’'s CEO Michael
Mostyn said as well that
Pillay’s “record of con-
demning Israel and publicly
lobbying against it clearly
demonstrates her un-
suitability as an impartial
head of this Commission
of Inquiry.” This means
that condemning Israel is
forbidden and that over-
looking its human-rights
violations in Palestine is
commanded; the motives
are obvious to all.

In Montreal, too, B’nai
B'rith pressed McGill Uni-
versity to cut off funding
sources of the Students’
Society at McGill Univer-
sity, which had voted for
a policy described by B’nai
B'rith as an “extreme Pal-
estine-solidarity  policy.”
The pro-lIsrael organisa-
tion said members of
the SSMU were asked to
endorse a document ac-
cusing Israel of exercising
“settler-colonial  apart-
heid against Palestinians,”
which was perceived by
B'nai B'rith as “anti-Se-
mitic” and by Mostyn as
“contrary to the rule of
law.”

In  parallel with B'nai
B'rith’s call, McGill's ad-
ministration  threatened
to end the agreement
that funds the SSMU,
following the referendum
the SSMU held in soli-
darity with Palestine last
week.

President of SSMU Dar-
shan Daryanani told the
Montreal Gazette that
“despite  the pressure

from the McGill adminis-
tration, we will not stand
down. We will do every-
thing in our power to de-
fend and implement this
democratically approved
policy.”

Indeed, anti-Semitism is
being weaponised against
any critics of Israel. In
one of the cases, dozens
of faculty members at
the University of Toronto
have accused Irwin Cotler,
Canada’s Special Envoy
on Preserving Holocaust
Remembrance and Com-
batting  Anti-Semitism,
of “racism against Pales-
tinians.” On January 26th,
Cotler made a speech at
the U of T to address an-
ti-Semitism, but the aca-
demics say he “repeatedly
defined legitimate criti-
cism of Israel as examples
of anti-Semitism.”

Citing examples, the aca-
demics say Cotler brand-
ed the following as anti-
Semitic:

e A list of UN resolutions
that criticises Israel forits
Palestinian-human-rights
violations;

e A declaration by which
the UN’s World Confer-
ence against  Racism,
Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia & Related In-
tolerance condemns Israel
for its practices against
Palestinians;

e Calling Israel an apart-
heid state.

However, Cotler claimes
that he did not consider
that any kind of criticism
of Israel was anti-Semitic,
but that singling Israel out
as the only human-rights
violator was biased. Cot-
ler said his words have
been “repeatedly falsified.”
An opposing group of U of
T's academics has as well
written a letter to defend
Cotler, calling the earlier
accusations “falsehoods,
twisted logic, and anti-
Semitic rhetoric.”
Likewise, a campaign has
been launched against
Professor  Rula  Jurdi
Abisaab by writer Jonah
Fried, an honours-history
student at McGill Uni-
versity and a 2021-2022
fellow for the Commit-

tee for Accurate Middle
East Reporting and Analy-
sis (CAMERA). In a recent
Jerusalem Post opinion

article, “An anti-Israel
professor teaches at Mc-
Gill’, he slams writer Sa-
mah Idriss, calling him an
“anti-Zionist activist” and
“one such extremist” who
“founded the Campaign
to Boycott Supporters of
Israel in Lebanon to in-
timidate anyone who dis-
agreed with him.”

Fried also mentions that
McGill's Professor Rula
Jurdi Abisaab worked with
Idriss and praised him at a
conference held on Febru-
ary 6th by the Palestinian
Alternative Revolutionary
Path Movement to com-
memorate the late writer.
Fried adds that once he
tried to “inform The McGill
Daily that a McGill Profes-
sor appears to support
terrorism, their editors
wrote me that ‘the Daily
maintains an explicitly
pro-Palestine stance’ and
as such, could not ‘publish
work that includes the
characterisation of some
forms of Palestinian re-
sistance as terrorism or
extremism.”

Despite all threats and
attempts to block free-
dom of expression, there
are people who insist on
using whatever means is
available to expose facts
and the practices of Is-
rael’s occupation against
Palestinians. A photo ex-
hibition, “Souq Stories:
Reclaiming the Commans,
Photographing Daily Life in
Palestine’s Historic Mar-
kets” has been launched
in  McGill, co-sponsored
by the Research Group
on Democracy, Space and
Technology of the Yan P
Lin Centre, and the Peter
Guo-Hua Fu School of Ar-
chitecture” and presented
in association with the
McGill Refugee Research
Group and the Insaniyyat
association.

“Our purpose is to make
people outside Palestine
see the right picture and
to show them that Pal-
estine is one nation, not
just the West Bank, Gaza,
Jerusalem or the 1948

Territories. We see that
in people’s daily life in the
old towns and in cultural
work, which is essentially
political. We want to con-
nect these places, which
have been detached by
the Israeli occupation and
by the Palestinian politi-
cal leaders. As we offer
our work, we overlook the
borders they've tried to
create between Palestin-
ian cities,” says activist
Amir Marshi to Sada al-
Mashrek (in an interview
included in this publica-
tion).
The Alma Mater Society
of the University of British
Columbia has voted in fa-
vour of urging the univer-
sity to divest from com-
anies involved, in any
orm, in violations of Pal-
estinians’ human rights.
Hillel Jewish Students’
Association  have ob-
jected, claiming that the
motion might blaze anti-
Semitism on campus and
that many Jewish groups
were left unconsulted.
Representing Independent
Jewish Voices, which has
been reached out to and
has supported the mo-
tion, Daniel Sax confirms
that “holding the state of
Israel accountable is not
a condemnation of Israeli
students or Jewish stu-
dents, and divesting from
companies with Anancial
ties to the lIsraeli state
and [ones] complicit in
apartheid occupation is
legitimate protest and not
anti-Semitism.”
Anyhow, “on Earth Day,
the people and lovers of
earth gather in olive and
orange orchards and in
meadows, saying: “Pales-
tine is always mirrored..
We are not the ones who
might forget, and our
choice will always be Pal-
estine, which means ev-
erything to us. Palestine is
the sun that never sets,’
as Ms Helen al-Ghadban
said during the Third Pal-
estinian Festival held by
Montreal’'s St Mary's An-
tiochian Orthodox Church
on Saturday and Sunday.
“The path and the land are
ours,” al-Ghadban con-
firmed.

Is Canada’s Standpoint on
Ukraine Humanitarian or
Profit-Making?

Observers do doubt whether Canada’s
official keenness to support Ukraine
in Aghting against Russia’s invasion is
purely an act of human solidarity or
serves the Liberal Party’s electoral in-
terests; the party keeps in mind that
its minority government needs the
support of over 1,300,000 Ukrainians
who live in Canada, including Finance
Minister Chrystia Freeland, who also
served as former foreign minister...
Besides, personal ties exist between
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, who boasts about this friendship
and the ongoing calls and commu-
nication with Trudeau. Such factors
have pushed some enthusiasts calling
for confrontation with Russia to ar-
gue that sanctions against Russia or
humanitarian and military aid for Kyiv
are insufficient. They have even called
on Canadian troops to fight alongside
Ukrainians. At this point, questions
have been raised concerning why
Canada has given up on maintaining
historic diplomatic ties and on using
those ties to get the warring parties
to a resolution...
Planes of the foreign ministers of
NATO-member states like the US had
been seen landing in Moscow for ne-
gotiation rounds around the beginnin
of the war. Foreign Affairs Canada ha
simultaneously spoken of economic
sanctions against Russia, and Trudeau
had used strong words to describe the
Russian invasion, provoking President
Vladimir Putin and Ottawa’s Russian
Embassy, which had instant}y issued
a detailed statement, amplifying the
suffering inflicted by neo-Nazis upon
the Russian minarities in the Donetsk
and Luhansk regions. Ukraine, in the
meantime, had officially ignored the
matter, implying a plan had been de-
vised to bait Russia into military in-
tervention...
This isn't only Russia’ interpretation;
it is circulating in a lot political analy-
ses, which indicate that the US has
been planning, since 2014, to drag
Russia into a long-term exhaustion
warfare, which resembles the one
that the Soviet Union was dragged to
in Afghanistan. In this case, the ulti-
mate purpose is to undermine Putin’s
pursuit to repolarise the world versus
the current unilateral US polarisa-
tion; the US now feels threatened by
the rising power of China, Russia and
analogous regional states, like North
Korea, Iran and Syria, which Western
policies have failed at subduing. Those
states have endured besiegement and
harsh wars, and now they're regaining
regional influence, whereas the role
and influence of the US & the West
is waning...
Thereupon, it seems this involves
much more than humanitarian re-
lief for the Ukrainian people, who are
being victimised on their own lands
because of others’ plots. If the case
were different, we would have seen
so much keenness and compassion
shown to the Yemeni people. After all,
the war led by Saudi Arabia & allies is
now over 8 vears old, and the UN has
documented horriic human crises
befalling unarmed civilians.
We, however, haven't seen Freeland
and Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly rush
to show affection to Yemenis like
they’ve done for the victimised Ukrai-
nians! So are standpoints driven by
values or by interests?

The Editors
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