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Contact me;
Marc Abinader
hanager,

Tel: 514 961 5508

We've got the right mortgage for you

Mobile Mortgage Specialist

E: MARC.ABINADER®td.com

chadighandour@hotmail.com

www.suttonquebec.com

RE/MAX

v

Jaafar Serhan

Courtier immaobilier résidentiel et commercial

RE/MAX 2000

Agence immobiliére

CHADI GANDOUR

Courtier immobilier résidentiel
Groupe Sutton Excellence

(514) 619 1575
(514) 727 7575
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DANIELLE MANSOUR

daniellem@rovallepageca
(514) 616-6660
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Contactez-moi des aujourd'hui

(514)996-4021

Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
qui vous convient .

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

ﬁ‘

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

Banque Scotia”

O hMangue déposée de La Banque de Nouwvelle-Ecosse, * Toutes les demandes de prédt hypothécaire sont

assupetties & l'approbation
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N'hesitez pas d’appeler au (514) 83
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* Enregistram ent des anfreprises
# Hanificaion ot préponation das impdts des porfiodiens at enfreprisas
* Prépoaration des Erats Finonciers ot &mission des avis o lecteurs.

# Préporation plan d'affaires | Business plon]

* Service Commissoire 4 I'ossermentofion grotuit & nos clisnts.

1400 Boul. Hanrl Bourossa QOuest Tél. (514) 336 6001

=% | cell. (514) 582 9291
Suile 416, Monirél, QC. H3M 3E2 | £2 - 212582 9991
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DOZENS GATHERED TO CONDEMN THE TIES
BETWEEN CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES AND ISRAEL

Amany Mohanna-Montreal

Dozens of protestors gathered in
front of Roddick Gate on Nov. 12 to
advocate for Palestinian rights. The
rotest -called Student-Speak Out
or Palestine- was hosted by orga-
nizations Solidarity for Human Rights
(SPHR) Concordia, SPHR McGill, In-
dependent Jewish Voices (IJV), Pal-
estinian and Jewish Unity (PAJU), and
Palestinian Youth movement (PYM).
According to Sarah Abdelshamy, an
organiser with PYM Montreal, the
main goal of the protest is raising
awareness of McGill and Concor-
dia students and urging them to put
pressure on their universities admin-
istrations to divest from Israeli com-
Eandies that contribute to the apart-
eid.
The Speak Out gathering comes at
the end of the downs for Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions BDS
week. This week is an annual event
that SPHRs Concordia and McGill
have organized since 2000. It pro-
vides many activities to promote the
Palestinian cause and culture.
For about S0 minutes, the protest-
ers circled the speakers who called
for justice for the Palestinian Eleople.
Specifically, they demanded the im-
mediate liberation of prisoners, espe-
cially kids, held under administrative
detentions. It is a procedure com-
mitted by Israeli authorities to ar-
rest individuals with no cases against
them for an unlimited time.
They also condemned the ties be-
tween Canadian universities and Is-
rael. "They are involved at the same
time now with the Israeli apartheid
regime, and it's not only your mone
that goes to Israel because of McGill
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but also your research there. Some
of the research that you conduct is
being sent to Israel, including their
close ties to Ibis systems, which is
a weapons manufacturer,” said Chadi
Marouf, the co-president of Palestin-
ian Jewish unity and a SPHR founder.
Besides the Palestinian voices, the
Jewish activists had significant par-
ticipation, “The mainstream institu-
tional Jewish organisations would like
to pretend that there is @ monolithic
block of Jewish narrative in Israel and
that is simply not true” said Tamara
Filyavich, membership engagement
coordinator at V. “It's important for
us to show that there isn't just one
voice speaking for all Jews in this nar-
rative,” Filyavich said.

The protesters chanted slogans in
English, French, and Arabic along
with Palestinian Zzghrouta (a high-
pitched wvocal sound representing
joy or salutation), and the organizers
distributed stickers and held banners
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urged to boycott Israeli apartheid.
"We are asking for respect for the
rights of Palestinians, the right to
their country, their language, their
way of life. They are more and more
restricted in Israel because that the
occupied territories,” said Emily Dry-
sdale, a member of PAJU who was
engaged in distributing brochures
showing the decrease of Palestinian
territories during the last seven de-
cades because of the Israeli coloni-
zation.

The attendees were diverse, including
Canadian and non-Canadian protest-
ers. "This is a human rights violation;
| don't think you have to be Palestin-
ian to be Aghting for this cause; we
see massive injustice everywhere in
this world. There’s colonization here
in Canada, there’s colonization there
in Israel, and Australia as well” said
Emily Hardie, a McGill student. |
think we have to fght against these
massive injustices and oppression of

7922 19e Avenue * Montréal, Québec H1Z 3S3

communities and Feoples constantly
around the world for everyone,” Har-
die said.

Karim Farekh is an international stu-
dent from Dubai whose ancestors
belong originally to Jaffa and suffered
from Palestinian diaspora "l thought
I'd come to show my solidarity for the
Palestinian people on a cause that |
care so deeply about something that
my grandparents went through their
exile in 1948," said Farekh.

In addition to event organizers, some
attendees were given the opportuni-
ty to share their words. Zeina Jhaish
is an education student and poet
who chanted a poem called My TV
Blood Cloud.

Jhaish emphasized the need for rep-
resenting Palestine’s rich cultural
legacr. "I'm just here to continue
their legacy (of Palestinian poets) and
be a part of the diaspora community
in Montreal. I'm hoping to spread love
about our cause.” Said Jhaish.
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ARE QUEBEC OFFICIALS REALLY SERIOUS
ABOUT FIGHTING ALL FORMS OF ANIMOSITY,
HATE & DISCRIMINATION?

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

Hate, animosity and discrimination
against citizens of different colours
or races or religion have non-stop in
Quebec. Most recently, a black male
and female have been assailed by the
police in Quebec City, and a citizen has
threatened to kill Jews in a Facebook
post. Hence, it is urgent to conduct
more practical and stricter measures
against haters.

A social-media video shows a man in
a police uniform with a group of col-
leagues kicking snow into a young
boy’s face. Another officer can be seen
repeatedly kicking the boy, who was
handcuffed and held to the ground.
Simultaneously, a young female was
heard screaming a few meters away;
police officers were pulling her hair
and dragging her in the snow.

The Friday, Nov 26th incident has cer-
tainly been condemned by many politi-
cians and activists, especially Premier
Francois Legault, as well as Quebec
City Mayor Bruno Marchand, who has
promised to investigate the incident.
Quebec City's Police Chief Denis Tur-
cotte has confirmed that a police in-
vestigation is bei[r%g held into the con-
duct the police officers involved in the
violent arrest of the black teenagers.
Turcotte said he would “not toler-
ate any act of discrimination,” adding
that he “fully trusts in Quebec City’s
police... It's worrisome, so we will try
to examine what's happened and get
precise answers as quickly as pos-
sible.”

The investigations might not be con-
cluded soon, but we hope they'll lead
to serious and essential measures
that uncover the truth frst and re-
sult in the strictest sentences pos-
sible as soon as the defendants are
proved guilty, especially when attacks
by police forces and others repeatedly
target black citizens in different cities.
It's true offenders and law violators
should be strictly dealt with, no mat-
ter what their colour or faith is. But
the prevalent problem is the racist
stereotypes that many people, espe-
cially police officers, have adopted.
Denunciations do not suffice; other
measures are needed, including add-
ing more black officers to police units
and upgrading police officers’ skills

A video shows a man in a police uniform shoving snow in the face of the youth as
(he's on the ground being arrested. (Instagram

and educating them on following the
required laws while dealing with of-
fenders, especially offenders that
have been more exposed than others
to injustice and humiliation. Strikingly,
police forces usually deal with blacks
more violently than with whites. Ifthis
matteris left unconsidered, things will
remain unchanged and a tragedy after
another will strike.

On another hand, a man from Trois-
Rivieres (approximately 140 km away
from Montreal) has been convicted
with inciting hate for calling for the
death of Jews in a Facebook post. In
January 2021, Patrick Lavoie com-
pared Jews to “a group of racist abus-
ers,” suggesting “bombing a Montreal
synagogue and placing the survivors
on a plane to get rid of them.”

The court ruled that Lavoie had post-
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ed declarations in a public space to
incite hate against a particular group.
He has received a non-custodial sen-
tence and been placed under a two-
year probation, including mandatory
community service.

Propagating hate and murder via so-
cial media and others is completely
unacceptable. Substantial solutions
are required and must not be limited
to strictly penalising the offenders.
Instead, the government's policy in
dealing with civilians in general must
be re-examined to eliminate all forms
of discrimination against citizens of
religious attire, who've been pictured
as unwanted. Eventually, uneducated
citizens cannot be blamed when the
government itself enacts discrimina-
tory laws.

So far we've seen that things are
not going on well; crimes and crimi-
nal motives haven't been properl
countered. When Bill 21 got passed,
women in hijab, specifically, were in-
sulted and even beaten in the streets
sometimes. Jews and Sikhs have as
well been attacked.

Street attacks and social-media pro-
vocative posts against Jews and citi-
zens of other faiths and races aren’t
any different from the setbacks of Bill
21. Besides, anti-Semitism is com-
pletely reprehensible, just like Islamo-
phobia is. Any response that doesn’t
tackle both issues is an incomplete
one, and it will only reduce the pain
rather than heal the wounds once and
for all.

We stand by whomever is being dis-
criminated against, attacked or
threatened, no matter what his/ her
race or faith is. We ask of officials to
re-examine the root causes behind
all this, including racist convictions
and legal provisions. Multiculturalism,
freedoms and social security mustn’t
be hit hard in the name of secularism.

Are there Any Solutions
to Montreal's Escalat-
ing Gun Violence?

During a recent meeting, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau and Mon-
treal Mayoress Valérie Plante fo-
cused on the rising armed crimes
in Montreal and its suburbs. That
shows growing official concern
with the affair, which is threat-
ening the security of one of the
major Canadian cities and bring-
ing to attention, again, the issue
of organised criminal gangs. This
contrasts with the past, when
counter measures were taken and
some criminal masterminds were
imprisoned, and when police op-
erations and manhunts pushed
gangsters to move their criminal
activity to other cities and prov-
inces...
Security corps worry that the new
gangs’ structures are not yet fully
discoverable. The gangs are still
forming and expanding, emblazing
the fAght for influence in areas of
interest or in ones where they've
been unknown. Whereas certain
communities used to be known as
home to gangsters, some Arabs,
too, have unfortunately formed
their gangs, intensifying the fight
recently and killing an Algerian-
Canadian female by accident.
Earlier, victims of Lebanese origins
were killed, and bullets struck the
houses of Canadian Arabs. Abduc-
tions and thefts have also been
committed, and citizens have be-
come alarmed and fearful of the
future...
Criminologist, organised crime
researcher and former MP Maria
Mourani has spoken to Radio Can-
ada, saying the incidents are no
surprise to her; official measures
have been ineffective at elimi-
nating the root causes of armed
violence, and restrictions have not
been tightened to halt gun trade
and trafficking at the borders with
the US. Prison sentences have
been mitigated, letting out a num-
ber of criminal masterminds, who
have resumed their criminal lives...
Premier of Quebec Francois Le-
gault has asked officials to waork
with communities to And solu-
tions for the rising gun violence.
By that, Leagult has implied those
committing violence often origi-
nate from certain ethnic com-
munities. But eventually, direct
intervention measures need to
be taken to uproot the causes of
criminal incidents.
University of Montreal's Professor
Mark Allain believes that the re-
cent policies are often devised in
the aftermath of problems. There-
fore, Allain has called for replac-
ing reactions to criminal incidents
with devising a long-term plan in
collaboration with social waork-
ers and community leaders and
associations. That way problems
can be dismantled since the very
beginning...
An effective plan cannot be limited
to increasing the number of crime
stoppers; the government must
set priorities to work on. That way
criminal symbols of the street can
be confronted instead of religious
symbols in public workplaces.

The Editors
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Nawal's Home - Palestinian juice bar
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Palestian café by #CSl

Organized by #C51




