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Groupe Sutton Excellence
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514 619-1575

pfmax. RE/MAX 2000

Jaafar Serhan

C 514.996.4021
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Obtenez le préet hypothecaire

qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.
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NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
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3863 rue du Colonel, Duvernay 281-283 87e Avenue, Chomedey

(Laval) Qc - Maison de Prestige (Laval) Qc - Duplex JAWAD TAHA
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1150, rue de Louvain Quest ,bureau 202 (coin Acadic,
en face du Marché Central) Montréal, Québec H4N 1G5

Tel: 514-940-1011 / Fax: 514-940-0162

Socith d Comploble Profssionl A, (P

QOussama Abdallah,

M.5c., CPA, CGA
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* Enregistrem ent des anfreprises
# Manificolion ef préporation des impdts des porticuliens at entreprises
* Fréparation des Etats Financiers ot &mission des avis cux lecteurs.

* Préporation plan d'affaires | Business plon]
* Service Commissaire & ['ossermentation gratuit & nos clients.

1400 Boul. Henrl Bourassa Quest
Sutte 416, Moniréal, GC. H3M 3E2

Dxforant en .l.l:l'urh‘rmm-mﬂulliﬁ

Tél. (514) 336 6001
Cell. (514) 582 9291
Email: info@sciccom.ca
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Chartered Real Estate Agent
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taha_talal@hotmail.com
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We've got the right mortgage for you

v

Contact me:
Marc Abinader

Manager,

Tel: 514 961 5508

Mobile Mortgage Specialist

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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SERIOUS HAPPENINGS MIGHT BE AHEAD!

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

In time of Israel's aggression against
Ghaza last month, thousands across
Canada took to the streets. The
massive rallies brought our com-
munity members — despite their dif-
ferent prospects —together for one
cause: Palestine. The rallies as well
enlivened what many politicians have
been trying to bury dy outlawing any
criticism of Israel and labelling it an-
ti-Semitic, by criminalising the Pal-
estinians’ attempts to reclaim their
confiscated lands and rights, or by
politically, parliamentary and elec-
torally supporting Israel’s interests.
Any observer of Canada’s recent
events can make important, encour-
aging notes on this stage, which will
be radically different from the previ-
ous one. It may, however, draw some
serious repercussions if_things are
not considered very carefully.
The recent aggression against Ghaza
has killed dozens, including children.
And to Judaise the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood, the invaders have
been trying to dislodge the residents
by so-called “legal” means. Across
the oceans, significant participation
in anti-aggression protests has been
made by our community’'s Canadi-
an-born youth. This fact is a major
transformation that our community
leaders must not underestimate;
they should rather guide the new en-
thusiasts in order to reach the goals
that best serve our community.
Significantly, too, anti-occupation
slogans were made during the pro-
tests. For a while, most of us had
thought those slogans existed no
more in the Canadian and global
communities; the rulini_g and oppos-
ing parties have been forever tryin
to criminalise any criticism of Israe
and the BDS campai&lgn.
The stances of local Canadians and
arliamentarians demanding that the
sraeli occupiers stop their crimes
are also significant. Following the
arty’s general convention, the NDP
as made clear stances, necessitat-
ing that Canada suspend its arms
trade with the Israeli entity. As for
the Green Party, it has clearly been
divided, with some members making
strong criticism of Israel and refus-
ing resorting to accusations of anti-
Semitism to silence legal criticism of
human rights violations or to label
that criticism as offending and dan-
erous.
wo Canadian senators and 24 par-
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liamentarians from different parties,
including, the Liberals, have signed a
letter addressing Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau and calling on the gov-
ernment to sanction Israel in support
of Palestinian human rights.
The signees tell the government that
it is no longer acceptable to overlook
the Israeli government's violations of
Palestinian human rights. They also
call on the Canadian government to
do more than just showing concern,
and to work with the international
community to slam the forced evic-
tions, construction of settlements,
inequality, attacks against journal-
ists, bombarding civil and medical
facilities, and wasting of civilian life,
and to demand that international
law be respected. The signees as well
believe it Is essential that the gov-
ernment immediately denounce oc-
cupation and the illegal settlements.
The stances of Quebec Solidaire’s
MP at the National Assembly of
guébec, Ruba Ghazal, are not to be
orgot, either. She still reminds ev-
eryone she belongs to people who've
been displaced from their lands and
have sought refuge in many coun-
tries. When she came to Québec,
MP Ghazal had a refugee certificate
and a travel document issued by
the Lebanese authaorities. "My par-
ents sought refuge in Lebanon, and |
still care about Keeping these docu-
ments because they are witness to
my Palestinian identity, of which | am
so pleased and proud,” Ghazal told
“Sada al-Mashrek” in an interview
prublished a couple of weeks ago.

he new transformation is a historic
juncture that we must reflect upon
in order to take well-planned action,
away from any overexcitement or
haste. That way we can work within
certain boundaries so that none can
exploit any miscalculation to ter-
minate our initiatives. The situation
ahead of May 2021 mustn't at all re-
main the same.
Obviously, the standpoints made by
pro-Israel parties and MPs have been
exploiting any slips to make anti-
Semitism claims. Their focus has
been on stones thrown at some ral-
lies and pro-lIsraelis, and on slogans
chanted by protesters; those have
been labelled as anti-Semitic to dis-
tract attention from lIsrael’s crimes,
and thus this reality warns of the

plot to counter pro-Palestine actions
In_the offing.

After all, the fear of many politicians
and the power and influence of the

pro-Israel lobby and its expertise
in silencing any opposers make us

expect everything from the lobby,
which will try to counter any new
transformations. For instance, pro-
Palestine McGill students have been
targeted, and that is so serious that
its setbacks can’t be overlooked and
undiscussed, with it happening at
one of Canada’s highest institutions.
On their website, "Students in Soli-
dariﬁl for Palestinian Human Rights
(SPHR)” report that students sup-
Eorting Palestinian human rights
ave been being terrorised by pro-
Israel groups. The website as well
reports discovering “a list circulating
on campus — seemin lé compiled by
a %roup of Zionist McGill students”
and containing “the names and per-
sonal information of countless pro-
Palestine students at McGill” SPHR
adds that one of'the list's goals “is to
surveil and document students sus-
gected of pro-Palestine sympathies.”
PHR also mentions that those
students were horrified once they
discovered that “their names and
personal phone numbers had been
circulating on a website stating that
they were offering sexual services in
exchange for monetary compensa-
tion. The ad deployed vile, racist, and
orientalist tropes against them and
sought to smear them as anti-Sem-
ites.”
Beginning such an unethical, unlaw-
ful, strange battle shows how bad
the massive protests — mainly led by
oung students — have been for the
obbyists, whom are expected to do
anything they can to challenge such
protests, no matter how unethical
things get. Nor will they refrain from
targeting any anti-occupation group
— be it In parliament, media or edu-
cation...
What could be done now to ward
off pro-Israel lobbyists? Well, things
must be carefully planned. Our line of
action and activists must be guard-
ed well; they must be backed up by
pro-Palestine lawyers once they're
targeted by those lobbyists. We just
can't leave them alone.
It is crucial that our line of action not
allow any childish behaviours that
some feverish members of our com-
munity may show. Otherwise, those
behaviours will be exploited by the
lobbyists and defamers who are try-
i\r;; to destroy any anti-Israel actions.
e can make no physical, verbal or
any kind of attack against any Ca-
nadian citizen of any faith or politi-
cal doctrine. We must rather respect
others’ rights to express their opin-
ions, even when they're so different
from ours. We must also challenge
any member of our community if he/
she seeks to go against Canadian law
and our religious moral code.
The next stage may be hiding shock-
ing plots made to destroy the
achievements we've made so far.
Caution is needed, and making the
right steps to confront those shocks
is essential. That way we can pre-
serve what's been achieved and the
achievers.

The Church, Government
and Terrifying Tragedy!

A tragic fact has lately
struck British Columbia’s
First Nations. Reports tell
of a ground-penetrating
scan that has exposed the
remains of 215 children in
the surroundings of what
used to be “Kamloops Indian
Residential School” in the
Canadian west.
The children were often
abused physically and sexu-
ally, and many — obviously —
paid their lives just because
they were of cultures that
differed from the colonisers’
western, European cultures.
Finding the children’s re-
mains shows the level of
criminality that the first
Nations were faced with de-
cades ago at the Indian resi-
dential schools, which were
run by Catholic churches
that separated the chil-
dren from their culture and
standards and re-educated
them in accordance with
the prevailing culture.
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau took to Twitter
to say that the discovery
“broke his heart” and that
it was a “painful reminder
and a tragedy.” Minister of
Crown-Indigenous Relations
Carolyn Bennett confirmed
Trudeau’s message, an-
nouncing the government
would offer suppart for the
affected families and First
Nations so that “they may
heal while their lost ones
are honoured.”
Back in 2008, Ottawa made
a formal apology for what
the “Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission” described
as “cultural genocide’, with
$1.9 billion paid to former
students in settlement.
Pope Francis said he was “in
deep pain” for the discovery
and called for respecting the
culture and rights of indig-
enous peoples. During his
weekly sermon, which was
attended by tourists and
visitors of “Saint Peter’s
Square”, the Pape encour-
aged Canadian political and
clerical leaders to show
“willful collaboration” to
highlight the incident and
to pursue reconciliation and
cure.
The Pope also showed
“sympathy for the Canadi-
ans shocked by the tragic
news.” He, howeuver, did not
make a direct apology for
the incident — like some Ca-
nadians had asked. Trudeau,
in return, said the Catholic
Church had to bear respon-
sibility for its role in running
many of those residential
schoals.
So when will politicians and
church officials stop blaming
one anather for this heinous
tragedy and deal with the
human cause responsibly?
Will they collaborate seri-
ously and effectively to heal
the wounds of the indig-
enous peoples and prevent
similar crimes against any
other peoples of the world?.
The Editors
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