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HYPOTHEQUES
CABINET EN COURTAGE HYPOTHECAIRE

3899, autoroute des Laurentides, Bur. 203,
Laval, QC, H7L 3H7

Des conseils hypothécaires NEHME KHALIL

. - PR Home Financing Advisor
qui vous ouvriront les portes. Sl b

Obtenez le pret hypothecaire 8760 Boul. Langelier
qui vous convient . Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

& Banque Scotia”

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

o hamgue déposée de La Banque de Nouwvelle-Ecosse, * Toutes les demandes de prét hypothécaire sont
assujetlies 5 I'approbation
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— Assurance vie
— Assurance invalidité
— Assurance
accidents corporels
— Assurance
maladie grave
— Assurance
hypothécaire
— Assurance auto
et habitation
- Epargne études (REEE)
— Epargne retraite (REER)

(CELI)
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iA Groupe financier est une marque de commerce et un
autre nom sous lequel I'Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc. exerce ses activités.

Amanie Saleh
Conseillére en sécurité financiere

Industrielle Alliance, Assurance
et services financiers inc.*

1600, boulevard Saint-Martin Est
Tour A, bureau 350
Laval (Québec) H7G 4R8

450 662-6309, 694

C. : 514 550-6000

1855 662-6309, 694
F.:1855684-9938
amanie.saleh@agc.ia.ca

IAST

Groupe financier

ia.ca
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We've got the right mortgage for you

Contact me:

Marc Abinader

Manager,

Mobile Mortgage Specialist
Tel: 514 961 5508

E: MARC.ABINADER@td.com
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RABBI DAVID MIVASAIR: “IT SHOULDN'T BE PART OF THE EDUCATION
WE'RE GIVING OUR KIDS..”
#NOCANADIANSA4IDF VS ROMANTICISATION & GLORIFICATION

OF THE ISRAELI MILITARY

Defence attorney John Philpot speaking via Zoom

Zeinab Merai
sada Almashrek

Canadians killing others,
including Canadians

“Paeta, | can’t hear you,
there’s static... If you can
hear me, | love you! Are you
all right? I'm going to have
to hang up because | want
you to call me back because
all | can hear is static, but |
don’t want to hang up. | love
you...” said the alarmed On-
tarian wife of Canadian Major
Paeta Hess-von Kruedener,
as reported the late investi-
gative journalist Robert Fisk
in 2016.

On a peace-keeping mis-
sion in Lebanon in 2006, the
UN observer had phoned his
wife, fearing this would be his
last call. Soon enough, news
on the officer’s death broke.
Israeli airstrikes killed 7 Ca-
nadian-Lebanese duals, the
Akhrases, too.

According to Canadian Jew-
ish News, dozens of Cana-
dian youth had left home to
join the Israeli forces” war on
Lebanon.

The Zionist lobby has been
using its embassy and con-
sulates as well as schools
and campuses in Canada to
entice young men and wom-
en to join the Israeli military.

Enlistment in IDF legally
opposed

But the good news is that ef-
forts have been being joined

to oppose the ongoing illegal
recruitment of lIsraeli sol-
diers on Canadian territories,
especially when the Foreign
Enlistment Act states, “Any
person who, within Canada,
recruits or otherwise induces
any person or body of per-
sons to enlist or to accept
any commission or engage-
ment in the armed forces
of any foreign state or other
armed forces operating in
that state is guilty of an of-
fence” Only non-Canadian
Israeli citizens would make
an exception.

Al-Haadi Musalla, Arab Pal-
estine Association of Ontar-
io, Jews for Palestinian Right
of Return, Canadians for Jus-
tice and Peace in the Middle
East, Ottawa Raging Gran-
nies, Palestinian Canadian
Congress, Bathurst Street
United Church (Toronto), La
Coalition BDS du Québec,
Hamilcon Coalition To Stop
The War, Canadian Union of
Postal Workers, as well as
Independent Jewish Voices
are only part of over 50 Ca-
nadian and non-Canadian
organisations endorsing the
webinar and the campaign to
stop the illegal recruitment.
500 members joined in on
Feb the 3rd on Zoom and
Facebook to discuss the re-
cruitment, which has cer-
tainly been ignored by main-
stream media, as point out
defence attorney in Interna-
tional Criminal Law in Mon-
treal, John Philpot and Hamil-
ton’s Rabbi David Mivasair.

Rabbi David Mivasair addressing the participants via Zoom

#NoCanadians4IDF was cir-
culated on Twitter in the
meantime.

Minister Lametti & RCMP
contacted

Over 2,000 letters have so
far been sent to Justice Min-
ister David Lametti, including
700 letters to Rob O'Reilly,
chief of staff for the office of
the RCMP Commissioner. The
officials have been repeat-
edly asked to re-examine the
enlistment taking place in
Canada for the so-called “Is-
rael Defence Forces.”
Sponsored by The Canada
Files and Spring Magazine,
the webinar is part of a cam-
paign and a formal complaint
that started in autumn.

How the ]Jewish education
system depicts Israel to
yvoung Canadians

Rabbi David Mivasair points
out that the Jewish schools
his children went to in Van-
couver taught them about
Israel, which “is a part of Jew-
ish life, for most Jews. It's like
our ancestral homeland and
the setting of our Bible sto-
ries; it's in our prayers.. Part
of that was learning about
the Israeli military. Israeli
soldiers actually came and
spoke in their schools. They
learnt about battles and the
bravery and heroism and that
the military defends the Jews.
This went on year after year,
right through highschool.

In most Jewish schools in
Canada, there are members

of the lIsraeli military, who
serve on the faculty... Their
military duty is to go out
to the diaspora and teach
in Jewish schools to build a
bond between |ews around
the world and Israel”

The critical thinker, how-
ever points out, “| wondered
about this; it didn’t exactly sit
right with me. As the years
went by, | learnt more and
more about what the Israeli
military actually does on a
daily basis, all over Palestine,
which isn't only the West
Bank or Ghaza.. Smashing
into people’s homes every
nitht, dragging children out
of their beds, running road-
blocks everywhere so that
people can't travel from one
village or one town to anoth-
er, arresting people arbitrari-
ly, using violence, prevent-
ing Palestinian farmers and
shoppers from protecting
themselves against settler
violence, and the list goes on
and on and on...

This does not belong in our
schools that are supported
by our Jewish community. It
shouldn’t be part of the edu-
cation we’re giving our kids..."

“Romanticisation and
lorification” of adeath-
or-all path

“So the effect of all this glo-
rification and romanticisa-
tion of the military,” explains
the rabbi, “is that by the time
they graduate, there are quite
a few Jewish Canadian people
who think the way they can

serve the Jewish people is by
enlisting in the military, and
dozens do every year.

They have a romantic image
of what it is, but it turns out
that it really isn’t this bright,
happy, defend-the-Jews
kind of experience. [They do
so] not even thinking what
they're doing to Palestinians,
just thinking of their own ex-
perience.

[However] the actual lead-
ing cause of death for Israeli
soldiers, last year, was sui-
cide. In 2019, three foreign
recruits committed suicide.
None of this is talked about
within our Jewish education
system.

So | think it is time for us
and the Jewish community to
think clearly and to be hon-
est with ourselves... Is this
what we want going on in
our schools supported by our
Jewish organisations?”

The truth is that the main-
stream organisations of the
Jewish community, over de-
cades, have been able to
build up enough influence in
the Canadian government so
that these kinds of activi-
ties have complete impunity.
They’re not questioned..”
But one can’t “just sit wait-
ing for things to change,” says
World Beyond War’s webinar
moderator Rachel Small.

More on the topic later.
Thanks for reading!
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ON WORLD HIJAB DAY,

Hussein Hoballah - Montreal

ebruary the 1st marks World
FHijab Day and is meant to hon-

our millions of Muslim wom-
en who've chosen to wear hijab in
time when they're offended, bullied
and pressured at work or school, in
streets and elsewhere in many coun-
tries. Ms Nazma Khan, who in 2013
came up with the idea for the global
day, says, “Growing up in the Bronx,
in NYC, | experienced a great deal of
discrimination due to my hijab.” In
middle school, she was called names
like “Batman” or “Ninja.” And when
she went to university after 9/11,
she was called “Osama bin Laden” or
“terrorist.”
What Ms Khan has been through mir-
rors what many women around the
world are exposed to, especially in
Canada, more specifically in Quebec,
where hijabi women are now officially
banned from public employment. In
parallel, a multifaceted, systematic
campaign is being conducted and
mustn't be overlooked; otherwise,
we won't realise what kind of chal-
lenge we're facing.
The Frst of those facets is treach-
erously hidden beyond the names of
well-known fourth-estate Ffgures,
intellects, academics and activists,
and it questions hijab legitimacy and
the grounds on which Islam has ne-
cessitated hijab. This fact demands
that our community clerics and intel-
lects respond decisively to all of the
controversies falsely being presented
as of solid grounds.
Another facet is formed by press
campaigns exploiting the “mistakes”
some families have made with their
daughters. Every once in a while,
we're offered reports on parents
forcing their daughters to wear hijab.
In most cases, such news is made up
or based upon an inappropriate re-
porting on family issues. Press nor-
mally exploits such issues to serve
the plots of racists who hate seeing
more hijabis in this country.
Aware or not, some Muslim wom-
en, are in the meantime, being lured
into the trap of an anti-Muslim/ hijab
campaign. They are enticed, whether
they are willing or not, to narrate ac-
counts or write about the “dreadful
experiences” they've been through as
lictle girls “forced” to wear hijab. So
the idea being promoted is that hijab
isn't a choice that girls and women

WOMEN CAN TACKLE THE CHALLENGE BEST

can make, but is rather imposed by
parents or husbands or whomsoev-
er. Such talk creates a serious chal-
lenge, especially when the speaker is
a prominent community figure.
But in some cases, unfortunately,
some just want to justify it when
they’'ve renounced their previous
standards, and it doesn’t stop there.
They even try to convince others of
aralleling their steps, telling lies and
aking reasons, and being enticed by
the love of fame and the support of
exploitive bounty-hunters.
More's the pity, some women have
come from our motherlands bear-
ing in heart anti-Muslim sentiments
and willing to keep lying to spread
hate among non-Muslim citizens.
Their testimonies are being used to
attack both hijab and religion, espe-
cially when some of those women
had made atheistic approaches even
before emigrating.
Alongside those women stand men
of the same ideologies and delu-
sions that are trying to achieve con-
cealed goals. This is not about con-
spiracy theories but rather incidents
witnessed: Some Fgures of Muslim
names or titles are acting as if on be-
half of Islam, but all they share online
and on social media actually slams
Islamic beliefs. Delusional reasons are
being made, and certainly the plots
have been well-knit.
The third facet represents pester-
ing hijabis by corporal harassment,
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like what's repeatedly happened in
Quebec, Alberta and other provinces.
This facet, perhaps, is less serious
than the others; laws normally con-
vict corporal assaulters, and it might
be easy to limit such assails, even
though eliminating them seems un-
achievable when sick people and Is-
lamophobes are always there.

Let's, however, admit this is a soft
war, and the warring parties are hid-
ing beyond illusive, variously infltra-
tive slogans. The war is seen; many
hijabis have been weakened and have
given up on their hijab. Besides, fearis
driving some parents to refuse their
daughters’ hijab wearing lest the girls
get offended or pressured or denied
post-graduation jobs. Though some
might, in some circumstances, try to
be accepting of this fact, it does need
to be tackled seriously and responsi-
bly; it has become incessant. Parents
must be supported and encouraged
to hold on tight to what they believe
is right.

It is a big responsibility for today’s
Islamic centres and foundations to
confront those facets and the war on
our women and daughters. It is also a
big responsibility for our community’s
insightful women because they can
do things best. Therefore, they need
to be given bi%ger community roles
and to set platforms, alongside men,
to show their opinions and actuali-
ties.

Most people here are indulgent and
close, but there’s a part that has
unheard us and has been influenced
by extreme propaganda and racist,
rightist ideologies. That's why we
must offer an image and a model that
make that part of society reconsider
the mindset of male and female citi-
zens who also belong in this home
country, care about its people, and
have been contributing to its future
just like others, sometimes even bet-
ter.

Now I'd like to point out how sig-
niAcant it is for the press to change
antagonism to our religion and its
corresponding norms, especially hi-
jab. Our responsibility is very big, and
any capable members slacking off
would be weakening our community,
existence and future and would be
indirectly targeting us. Yes, we need
press that speaks the language of our
Canadian partners to address them.
Any success rate made is going to
limit the hate. It might take time,
but pure intentions and solidarity can
gain us a lot. So wha's in?

Iran Heading to Globalism

Every February 11th, Iranians
crowd to rejoice on the centenary
of the 1979 Revolution, which was
led by Imam Khomeini to topple
the US-backed Shah. Ever since
that decisive period of regional
history, plots have continually been
made, aiming at Iran. When the
revolution was still fresh, the Iraqi
regime was pushed to invade the
Iranian territories and threaten
further advance into Tehran. Analo-
gously, the opposing “Mujahedeen-
e-Khalg” went on an assassination
campaign, killing prominent revolu-
tion commanders and veterans.
The grave losses, nonetheless, did
not discourage the revolution com-
mand, especially when it had been
8 years into brutal war now. At-
tacking Iranians with internation-
ally forbidden chemical weapons,
Saddam was being backed by funds
from Gulf states, mercenaries from
Egypt and Sudan, in addition to
ordnance from the US, France and
Germany. It looked like there was
an international, undercover alli-
ance trying to destroy the young
republic, which later led the big,
geo-strategic, influential country
out of the US-led camp into an un-
precedentedly independent state.
Not adopting socialism or the
ideology of other camps, the
revolution has continually insisted
on adhering to Islamic ideology.
Pressured, therefore, by merciless
embargo, the revolutionists have
maintained a policy of depending
on national products and reaching
self-sufficiency in most vital sec-
tors, specifically in sciences that
have enabled Iran to join inter-
national nuclear powers and big
pharmaceuticals and recently to
produce an anti-COVID-19 vaccine.
But to decision-makers in Wash-
ington, London and Paris, this isn't
as unpleasant as the Iranian re-
gime’s decisive, principled positions
on backing resistance groups in
their fight against the invaders and
the US-Saudi plot to form an ISIS
caliphate that would divide Irag,
Syria and the region. Remarkably,
US militants have expected that
sectarian war ignited by such a
caliphate would last 30 years.
That's why the new US adminis-
tration has had to make a different
approach to mitigate the previous
administration’s excessiveness

and involvement with reckless
Netanyahu/ bin Salman plots. The
new administration has as well

had to make a realistic approach,
which recognises that the Islamic
Republic is today a key player in
regional and international affairs.
That's become possible following
over two decades of sacrifice and
perseverance. Any fair reviewer is
going to show great respect to the
wise command and the loyal people
making history anew in a world
where only the powerful survive.

The Editors
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