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DANIELLE MANSOUR

CHADI GANDOUR

Contact me; )N Courtier immobilior résidenticl daniellem@royvallepageca
Marc Abinadar g4 20 Groupe Sutton Excellence

Pﬁ1anager ' (514) 619 1575 (514) 616-6660

s : (514} 727 7575

Mobile Mortgage Specialist

Tel: 514 961 5508

chadighandourf@hotmail.com
W sutconguebec com

514 619-1575

E: MARC.ABINADER®td.com

RE/MAX 2000

Agence immobiliére

RE/MAX

doSll adladl eyl Vo

Contactez-moi des aujourd'hui

(514)996-4021

<4

Jaafar Serhan

Courtier immaobilier résidentiel et commercial

NEHME KHALIL
Home Financing Advisor
Scotiabanks HFS

8760 Boul. Langelier
Saint-Leonard H1P 3c6

514-663-2353

ﬁ"

Des conseils hypothécaires
qui vous ouvriront les portes.

Obtenez le préet hypothecaire
qui vous convient .

Contactez-moi dés aujourd’hui.

Banque Scotia”

O hMangue déposée de La Banque de Nouwvelle-Ecosse, * Toutes les demandes de prédt hypothécaire sont

assupetties & l'approbation
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Oussama Abdallah,

M.5c., CPA, CGA
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# Enregistram ent des enfreprises
* Hanificolion ef préparation das impdts des porticliens at entreprises
# Praparation des Eats Finonciers st &mission des avis oux lecteurs.

*# Préporation plon d'offaires | Business plon]
# Service Commissoire & I'ossermentofion grotuit & nos clisnts.

1400 Boul. Hanrl Bourassa Ouest
Sulta 416, Moniréal, QC. H3M 3E2
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Tél. (514) 336 6001

Cell. (514) 582 9291
Email: info@sciccom.ca
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ALAN DESOUSA AREF SALEM VANA NAZARIAN JACQUES COHEN ANNIE GAGNIER EFFIE GIANNOU
Maire Conseiller de la ville Conseillére de la ville Conseillére Conseiller Conseiller de la ville
Chef de I'Opposition officielle ~ District Cote-de-Liesse d'arrondissement d'arrondissement District Bordeaux-Cartierville

alan.desousa@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 | poste: 4005

District Norman-McLaren

District Cote-de-Liesse District Norman-McLaren

aref.salem@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 | poste: 4042

vana.nazarian@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 | poste: 4043

jacques.cohen@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 | poste: 4044

annie.gagnier@montreal.ca
514-855-6000 | poste: 4018

effie.giannou@montreal.ca
514 872-2246

Saint-Laurent Ahuntsic-Cartierville

Montréal 3

777, boulevard Marcel-Laurin
Montréal (Québec) H4M 2M7

555, rue Chabanel Quest
Bureau 600 Montréal (Québec) H2N 2H8
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Interview /'

FEDERAL CONSERVATIVE-PARTY-LEADERSHIP CANDIDATE
PATRICK BROWN TELLS SADA AL-MASHREK: | WILL FIGHT BILL
21 WITHOUT HESITATION... IF WE CAN HELP IN UKRAINE

Brown is speaking at the Ifatr with the Muslim community last Tuesday at Rest. Chateau
Kabab in Montreal West Island

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

During his visit to Montreal, Mayor of
Brampton, Ontario and federal Con-
servative-Party-leadership  candi-
date Mr Patrick Brown met the city’s
Muslim community. An iftar was held
at the Chateau Kabab restaurant in
West Island, joining Brown and doz-
ens of imams and community ac-
tivists. The candidate then visited
several mosques in the city, making
progressive stances.

We met him during his stopover at
Masjid Ahlul-Bayt, and he empha-
sised he would fAght Bill 21, calling on
the community to help him “change
the Conservative Party and to elect
a leader who will kick Islamophobia
from the party” Brown also asked,
“IF we can help refugees in Ukraine,
why can’t we help in Yemen?” He
also wondered, “If we can help refu-
gees in Ukraine so quickly, why can’t
we help in Palestine?.. | was the first
Canadian politician to make a public
statement on what happened [last]
to al-Agsa”

Brown as well emphasised this: “If
you want to change the Conserva-
tive Party to be one that stands with
the community, you have to join the
party. You have the choice between
a far-right, Trump-like Conservative
government and one that is a friend
to the community.”

How would you like to introduce
vourself to the Muslim community
in Quebec and in Canada in gen-
eral?

| think | am well-known in the Mus-
lim community in Ontario, but to the
community in Quebec, | am a friend,
and the community needs a friend.
Right now in Quebec the community
has faced Islamophabia, violence and
discrimination, and they need a poli-
tician with the courage to stand up
for them, and | will — without hesita-
tion. | will Aght Bill 21, Islamophobia

and discrimination without hesita-
tion because | believe a Canadian is
a Canadian is a Canadian, and every-
one should be feeling the same.

It's not easy for the Muslim com-
munity, who have been voting for
the Liberal Party for the 34 past
years, to change and vote for the
Conservatives. What would you
like to say to them?

Right now | am asking you to help
me change the Conservative Party. |
am asking for help to elect a leader
who will kick Islamophobia from the
party. | understand the Conservative
party has made the stakes; that's
what | am trying to change. This is
a battle for the soul of the Conser-
vative Party. On one side, you've got
Pierre Poilievre, who supports Bill 21,
who did a press conference trying to
ban the nigab, and whose campaign
manager had a press conference
called the ‘barbaric tipline, which is
trying to target Muslim Canadians.
He actively supports Rebel Media,
which is a hate-website against
Muslims. And then you have myself,
who has a champion for the commu-
nity, a champion against Islamopho-
bia, Bill 21 and discrimination.

This is a very stark choice, and the
Muslim communitﬁ have a choice,
they can sit on the side-lines and
allow an Islamophobic candidate to
win the leadership, or they can par-
ticipate and make sure that a friend
to the community wins. That's the
choice. This is not about the general
election yet, for the general election,
| have to earn your vote, and | hope
that | show you over three years
how my leadership will be diﬁ%rent
than what they've been accustomed
to. Right now, this is not about the
next federal election. This is about
what type of Conservative-Party
leader you want. Do you want to see
one who has a history of working for
the community or someone who has
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Brown speaking to Sada Almashrek

a history of pushing the community
down?

The Conservative Party has had an
ideology that for the past decades,
is it a personal position or is it the
party’s? Can you change that posi-
tion?

The leader sets the position, and so
if you elect a leader who's a friend
to the community, you change the
position.

But within the party do you have
supporters beside the Muslim
community? Are you going to di-
vide the party wir}: this position?
No, | did the same thing in Ontario,
when | won the party leadership, and
| required the party to stand against
Islamophobia. It's been done in On-
tario, | can do it on a national level.
| continue to believe there are more
people in the party and around the
country who share my beliefin an in-
clusive Conservatism.

There are some concerns in the
community that though Mr Pat-
rick Brown is a very good choice
for the community, he may not be
so for the party. So the party may
choose, one day, to vote him out.
The power in the party is based on
the membership, so of the existing
membership | would not be the most
popular, but that's why | need a lot
of new people to sign up; the same
thing we did in Ontario. Of the exist-
ing small membership, they want a
Trump-like character, like Pierre, but
we’re going to grow the party. My
goal is to sign up more new members
that exist in the party. Let's give an
example, this riding right here, there
are only 50 members, while | am
paced to settle in this riding maybe
a thousand members, so why | am
worried about the Afty when there’s
a much bigger tent?

If you get elected prime minister
of Canada, what will your plan to
Aght Bill 21 in Quebec be?

IF 1 am elected prime minister of
Canada, | would immediately have
Canada present intervener sta-
tus in the court case; it's not a fair
ﬁght right now. It's the Government
of Quebec with unlimited legal re-
sources against small charities, rais-
ing money off the backs of racialised
communities. If the Government of
Quebec wants to fght on religious
freedom, then the prime minister
will have a fight. | will use every tool
and resource at the disposal of the
Government of Canada to make sure
that Bill dies.

But will you be able to move on
with that when the notwithstanding
clause exists?

| will take it to court. | don't be-
lieve the notwithstanding clause can
overrule fundamental principles that
are foundational to the country. |
would use every tool to obstruct the
building for that bill to exist. | cannot
accept discrimination.

| would like now to talk a little bit
about the external policy of Can-
ada and the Conservative Party
regarding the $15 billion deal that
was done with Saudi by the Harper
government. As prime minister,
will you keep that deal, or will you
scrap it? The Saudis are now killing
Yemenis, Bahrainis and even Sau-
dis with Canadian arms.

| have to know the contractual de-
tails of that deal, and | am not aware
of what exit revisions exist for Cana-
da. | have spoken about the genocide
happening in Yemen. | am one of the
few politicians in the country who
are speaking out that Canada needs
to stand in solidarity against this. If
we can help refugees in Ukraine, why
can’'t we help in Yemen? So | will see
what ever tools we have and use
them to make sure that Canada can
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Brown during his visit to Quebec City Last week

be an ally to those who are being
persecuted in Yemen.

The same question here regarding
Palestine. As you mentioned, in one
week and a half Canada was there
to help the Ukrainian refugees and
now even the military every day.
While in Palestine, we have seen
for over 70 years, many cities have
been occupied by the Israeli forces,
and they’re recognised by the UN
as occupied territories. Canada
hasn’t done anything. Do you see
double standards here?

| do. That's why | have been speaking
out against the violence in Palestine,
And ifwe can help refugees in Ukraine
so quickly which | fully support given
the Russian invasion, we should also
be able to help with refugees from
Palestine, Yemen, and Afghanistan.?
| was the first Canadian politician to
make a public statement on what
happened to al-Agsa.

What will you do to help the Pal-
estinian people have — at least —
their land back? We don’t want to
talk about other issues there. Their
land is occupied, now Canada is
helping the Ukrainians to fight the
occupation and aggression of the
Russians, but as prime minister,
what will you do to the Palestin-

ian people who have been suffering
for over 70 years? They are under
occupation and are getting killed
every day.

| think Canada needs to have a bal-
anced foreign policy and far too often
has not been balanced in the Middle
East. | recognise the two-state so-
lution, Palestine’s right to exist and
Israel’s right to exist. Canada should
be a peacekeeper; far too often | feel
that Canada is simply replicating
the position of Washington DC and
Donald Trump. | hope we can have
an independent thoughtful Canadian
foreign policy that focuses on peace
in the Middle East.

Do you think Canada has the abil-
ity to have a separate policy from
that of the US? We see that they
follow the States step by step, like
in the case of Ukraine, Palestine,
Israel and Syria.

| am not interested in being a sheep
that follows others. If | am prime
minister, | am going to do what | feel
is right.

| remember one time there was an
issue about Lebanon and Israel. The
community in Hamilton raised the
issue to one of the MPs. He said
you can’t imagine what former US
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Brown speaking to Sada Almashrek

Attorney General John Ashcroft
warned against: If Canadians do
something that the US doesn’t
like, they will be under siege, and
the borders will be closed, as what
happened to Chrétien when he
didn’t participate in the Iraq inva-
sion during Saddam Hussein’s era.
| do a lot of work with the Lebanese
community. I've visited Lebanon with
Islamic Relief Canada and spent time
there. | think that there are a lot of
good people there and that Canada
hasn’t had a balanced foreign policy
in regard to Lebanon.

What would a fair policy towards
Lebanon, for example, be?

If there’s a life lost in Lebanon, it's
tragic. If there’s a life lost to Israel,
it's tragic. The violence is to be op-
posed wherever it happens. Empa-
thy doesn’t exist only one way.

What will your position regarding
movinF the Canadian embassy to
Jerusalem be? The party supports
it.

IF 1 am prime minister, | will not be
moving the embassy.

Do you think the Muslim commu-
nity is well represented in thefgov-
ernment? What will you do if you
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are elected prime minister?

| hope that there will be a strong
presence of Muslim Canadian can-
didates holding my cabinet, senate
and government. You'll see the com-
munity in my government, which |
want to look like Canada. | want the
beauty of the mosaic of Canada to
be embedded in the institutions of
government, both elected and non-
elected.

Would you consider, for example,
having hijabis run for the elections
with you?

Of course, why not?

What would you like to say at the
end of this interview?

IFyou want to change the Conserva-
tive Party to be one that stands with
the community, you have to join the
party. You have the choice between
a far-right, Trump-like Conservative
government and one that is a friend
to the community, and the way to
sign up a vote is to go to: https://
fighterleaderwinner.ca/en/

IF you join by June 3rd, you can
change the course of Canadian his-
tory. Otherwise, who knows what's
going to happen to Canada when
there’s a change in government?
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DID YOU SAY THE CONSERVATIVES
ARE VISITING OUR MOSQUES?!

Hussein Hoballah, Montreal

“Did you say the Conservatives are
visiting our mosques?!” This was
the answer | heard from a promi-
nent  Muslim-community  fgure
once he learnt that incumbent May-
or of Brampton, Ontario and fed-
eral Conservative-Party-leadership
candidate Patrick Brown had visited
a %roup of Montreal's mosques and
held a public iftar at the Chateau
Kabab restaurant in West Island.
After all, the history of the Con-
servative Party’s stances has in no
way led to building good relations
with Canada’s Muslim community.
The Arab community in general and
the Muslim community in particular
have been voting for the Liberals,
and whenever the Tories are men-
tioned at Islamic centres, they're
met with unwelcoming reactions.
That is, the party's interior and for-
eign policies have left no room for
connections, harmony or proxim-
ity with the community, which has
eventually felt closer to any other
party than the Tories, be that the
Liberal Party, the NDP or the Green
Party.

Concerning interior policies, it
would be enough to read what for-
mer Prime Minister and Tory leader
Stephen Harper told CBC during an
interview in 2015: “The biggest se-
curity threat to Canada a decade
after 9/11 is Islamic terrorism.” The
words uttered by the Conserva-
tive Party’s top official could not be
justified or reasoned by any subse-
guent stances. The Muslim commu-
nity was then left in great dismay.
In October of 2006, a parliamen-
tary committee recommended ex-
tending the effect of two clauses,
the enactment of which would end
in 2007. One stated that whenever
police suspected the commitment
of a terrorist act, they could arrest
suspects without a judicial order
and hold them in custody without
charging them for three days. The
other clause would allow the con-
cerned judge to force witnesses to
testify in secret regarding any ear-
lier connections or pending actions.
Witnesses could be jailed if they re-
fused to comply.

A proposal by the Tories to extend
those measures three other years
came to an end when the three op-
position parties united their voices
(159-124 votes) against it in Febru-
ary of 2007. But when CBC's Peter
Mansbridge asked Harper if he was
planning to re-enact those clauses,
Harper confirmed, "That is our plan.”
Likewise, Brown's rival candidate,
Pierre Paoilievre, has also dismayed
the Muslim community. His 2015
election platform included back-
ing the nigab ban during citizenship
ceremonies and setting up a tipline
to report “barbaric cultural prac-
tices” like “sex slavery” or “hon-
our Killings.” Back then, critics saw
that Poilievre was trying to attract
anti-immigrant voters by mak-
ing those cynical stances. His fan
base, in contrast, said his stances
were meant to protect two Cana-
dian values: secularism and gender
equality.

As to foreign policy, Canada has

been blindly supporting Israel’s ag-
gression against the Palestinian and
Lebanese peoples. During the 2006
Lebanon War, around 1,200 people,
most of whom were civilians, were
killed. Among them was the Mon-
treal fFamily of al-Akhras that was
visiting motherland when the ag-
gression happened. But the gov-
erning Conservative Party did not
even bother to send delegation to
express condolences for the fami-
ly’s death. Things got even worse. A
Muslim-community delegation met
then-parliamentary secretary Jason
Kenney in time of the 2006 aggres-
sion, complaining about the Israeli
aggression and the casualties that
had caused Lebanon. A delegation
member presented Kenney photos
that showed schools, hospitals, in-
frastructure and civilians that had
been targeted. But Kenney (who
became immigration minister in
2008) unreluctantly said what Is-
rael was doing was “self-defence”
and did “not” violate Canadian val-
ues!

A similar stance was made by
former Conservative leader Erin
O'Toole regarding moving the Cana-
dian embassy to occupied al-Quds
(Jerusalem): “Under my leadership, a
Conservative government will move
the Canadian embassy to Jerusalem
and fnally recognise the city as Is-
rael’s rightful capital”

Those standpoints and others have
created a gap between the Con-
servatives and the Muslim com-
munity and had made it harder
for organisers to promote federal
Conservative-Party-leadership
candidate Patrick Brown’s visit to
Montreal. Somewhat, Brown’s im-
portant stances and his established
good relations with the community
have helped ease the situation, but
they haven’t made up for the Tories’
course of action that we’ve spoken
about briefly.

While interviewed by Sada al-
Mashrek, Brown made significant
stances, which, for a while, seemed
to be made by a non-Conservative.
But Brown made those document-
ed stances unreluctantly in public
and shared them via social media.
Most notable perhaps is his iteration
that he would fght Bill 21. In fact,
Brampton City Council has dedi-
cated $100,000 to help Aght Bill
21 in court. Brown as well said, “If
the Government of Quebec wants
to fght on religious freedom, then
the prime minister will have a fight.
| will use every tool and resource at
the disposal of the Government of
Canada to make sure that Bill dies”
And contrary to the Conservatives’
blind support for Israel, Brown sees
that “Canada needs to have a bal-
anced foreign policy and far too
often has not been balanced in
the Middle East.” As to moving the
Canadian embassy to occupied al-
Quds, he clearly said, “If | am prime
minister, | will not be moving the
embassy.”

In relation to the situation in Ye-
men, the candidate told Sada al-
Mashrek, “I am one of the few
politicians in the country who are
speaking out that Canada needs to

stand in solidarity against this. IFwe
can help refugees in Ukraine, why
can’t we help in Yemen?”

And regarding the situation in Pal-
estine, he said, “If we can help refu-
gees in Ukraine so quickly, why can’t
we help in Palestine?.. | was the first
Canadian palitician to make a public
statement on what happened [last]
to al-Agsa”

The candidate won't be able to en-
act those standpoints unless he is
supported by the people demanding
them — the Muslim community and
their supporters from other com-
munities, who need to help drive
change and join the political party.
That won't be easy; it will take
much work to convince a big part
of our community that the party
can change in a short while after
its long-term unfriendliness to the
community.

it seems Mr Brown is serious about
his standpoints. He's working hard
to change the negative percep-
tion that the Conservatives have
created within the community,
and he needs support to enact his
programme. If support is not given
to him, the others will seize the
chance. That's why Brown says, “If
you want to change the Conserva-
tive Party to be one that stands
with the community, you have to
join the party. You have the choice
between a far-right, Trump-like
Conservative government and one
that is a friend to the community.”
Change is possible, and nothing is
forever constant in politics. Stanc-
es are imposed by the majority of
every party, and every party leader
gains an essential role whenever
supported by that majority. But
such a majority won’t be formed
if people demanding such stances
— like our community — remain far
from influence centres, and if they
don’t join in, vote and volunteer for
the Conservative Party or any other
party that we want to listen to us
and support us.

So vyes, the Tories are visiting our
mosques. It is hoped that regular
mosque visitors and the commu-
nity take part in influencing parties
that are approaching us and ringing
our doorbells. It is hoped that they
collaborate with moderate voices
in those parties to make Canada a
country of tolerance, diversity, mul-
ticulturalism and social equality.

Double Standards Are Leav-
ing No Room to Trust Politi-
cians

The House of Commons has unani-
mously passed a motion proposed
by NDP’s Critic for Foreign Affairs,
Heather McPherson, recognising that
the Russian Federation is “committing
genocide in Ukraine.”
According to the motion of the left-
ist party, Russian military forces have
“‘committed mass atrocities” and
“systematically and intentionally ex-
terminated Ukrainian civilians.” The
motion, therefore, reports that the
Russian Federation is “committin
acts of genocide against the people o
Ukraine.”

Regardless of weighing in on the cred-
ibility of the claims about Russia’s
military actions, the official Canadian
solidarity with the Ukrainian people
and government seems more royal
than the king. Canada has, in no time,
made escalatory steps as regards
Russia, discharging diplomats and is-
suing sanctions or travel bans against
many ﬁ%ures and preventing Russian
airlines from using Canadian grounds
for any of their flights. Canada has
also been sending aid to Kyiv's mili-
tary and civilians and has declared
that thousands of Ukrainian refugees
would be received and accommodat-
ed with transportation, housing and
job opportunities.
Though it is not uncommon for Can-
ada to receive immigrants and refu-
gees, some observers wonder why
we haven't seen the same level of
care about other countries that have
been through invasions and wars.
Canada has even voted at NYC’'s UN
General Assembly against resolutions
that call Israel invader and aggressor
— one that has launched several wars
against Lebanon, Gaza and has con-
tinuously been attacking Syria.
Earlier, former Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien didn’t directly participate in
the military action against Irag. Then
came the subsequent Canadian gov-
ernments’ efforts to train the Iragi
Police and to deal with the TakFfri
groups that had been instigated by
the invasion and extended to Syria.
No remarkable urgent call was made
to demand that international resolu-
tions be implemented to end the oc-
cupation and give people their self-
determination right.
The same has been seen as to di-
rect military interference and occu-
pation of Afghanistan, which caused
the death of Canadian soldiers and
thousands of innocent people. Then
came the sudden withdrawal, which
brought the Taliban back to power.
Additionally, the Canadian Navy de-
ployed frigates that joined the ag-
gression against Libya, which resulted
in great destruction and the death of
S0 many victims.
All that has widened the distance
and will continue to widen it between
eople who are now reading and
eeping up with different news sourc-
es and politicians that can in no way
justify those insincere stances, which
favour certain peoples or causes as
long as profits are made, and which
have nothing to do with proclaimed
humanitarian or ethical values...
This fact will push the coming gen-
erations to look for alternative par-
ties and politicians that stand for
them and advocate for their causes.
Let's expect future changes now that
people are beginning to get fed up
with duplicitous policies that care not
about any values or ethics.

The Editors




